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  Bookmark it on your browser. 
 
Stretch Gifts … Giving till it hurts 
Though big gifts by big donors get a lot of attention, most of these hardly dent their donors' 
lifestyles. Nonprofits say, however, according to a Giving Till It Hurts story in the Wall Street 
Journal (July 6), that they are receiving an increasing number of "stretch" gifts, donations 
seemingly out of proportion to the givers' resources. “To the shock or chagrin of friends and 
family,” the author writes, “these gifts often require donors to make sacrifices or at least live 
more modestly than their income would allow.” The sad phrase that got my attention was “to the 
shock or chagrin of friends and family.” The writer goes on to say that academics who study 
wealth say “more aging Baby Boomers are choosing charity to add meaning to their lives -- and 
to get a buzz that lasts longer than the kick that comes from splurging on a designer watch or 
expensive car.” Later in the story, someone is quoted as follows: “There is no such thing as a self-
made man. You are given certain talents, a good memory or ambition or perseverance, and it 
behooves you to pay it back.” 
 
New Hope 
Training Sessions for Lay Coordinators 
Every parish has been asked to name two lay coordinators for the New Hope Capital Campaign to 
assist our sisters and brothers in Kajo Keji and Northeastern Pennsylvania. Coordinators will 
make arrangements for Kick-off Sunday and Commitment Sunday activities on September 23 and 
30. Each session will be an hour and thirty minutes, Every coordinator needs to attend only one of 
the nineteen sessions that will be offered at nine locations. To date (July 6), 40 parishes have 
named coordinator.  See the list of parishes and the schedule for training sessions here.  
 
Bethlehem/Kajo Keji meet near London 
Bishop Paul met on Sunday, July 1, outside London with Bishop Anthony Poggo, Bishop of Kajo 
Keji, and The Rev. Emmanuel Murye, diocesan secretary of Kajo Keji. Joining them were 
Charles Barebo, chairman of the New Hope Campaign, and Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow. 
Download two photos here. Bishop Anthony and Bishop Paul will issue a joint pastoral letter to 
the people of both diocese late this month, after various drafts have gone back and forth. Bishop 
Paul wrote recently on our interactive diocesan Internet list that “one message we all returned 
with is that Bishop Anthony, Father Emmanuel and we are clear on objectives, methodology, and 
the always important issues of transparency and accountability.” 
 
Cathedral celebrates interim ministry of Rick Cluett 
Read all about it here … including details of a gift to Kajo Keji of $7,000 in honor of Rick’s 
ministry, to purchase specific items for Canon Beniah Poggo Bible College Library  
 
What do they eat? 
[By Bishop Paul] When Diana and I made 13 presentations around our 14-county Diocese of 
Bethlehem about our visit to our partnership Diocese of Kajo Keji, a frequent questions about our 
Sudanese sisters and brothersmailto:blewellis@diobeth.org was: "What do the eat?" After I 
quipped that there was no McDonald's in Kajo Keji, we stressed that they ate radically different 
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and the same food, with sincere and joyful hospitality. Let me explain. [Download Bishop Paul’s 
July column for secular newspapers here.] 
 
Unique? 
Over the past eleven years since Bishop Paul was consecrated the Eighth Bishop of Bethlehem on 
July 29, 1996, some 120 of his columns have been published in daily and weekly newspapers 
throughout our 14-county Diocese. The Morning Call, Allentown, publishes the column on the 
first Saturday of every month. The column is usually carried monthly, but not on a specific day 
each month, in five to six additional papers. The combined circulation of papers that publish the 
column regularly is about 400,000. We may be unique in this regard. I know of no other diocese 
of the Episcopal Church where a bishop’s column appears regularly in secular newspapers. If you 
do, please let me know. In the meantime, if the column does not appear in the daily paper that you 
read and you might like to approach the editor about that, we might be able to work together on it. 
Send me an email note if you are interested in working with me on this. 
 
Diocesan Convention 2007 
Deadline for Resolutions and Nominations: August 1 
October 12-13 at the Cathedral in Bethlehem.  Pre-Convention meetings will be held on October 
2 (St. Alban's, Sinking Spring), October 4 (Epiphany, Clarks Summit) and October 9 (St. Anne's, 
Trexlertown). All at 7:00 p.m. August 1 is the deadline for submitting Resolutions and for 
Nominations for Deputy to General Convention and for membership on the Commission on 
Ministry, Diocesan Council, Incorporated Trustees and the Standing Committee. It’s all here. 
 
At St. John’s, Palmerton 
The Reception of Donald Schaible as a priest of the Episcopal Church 
On the feast of St. Peter and St. Paul, June 29, at St. John’s, Palmerton, Bishop Paul – exactly 
eleven years after he was consecrated the eighth Bishop of Bethlehem – received Donald Schaible 
as a priest of the Episcopal Church. “Don Schaible has wrestled with nuance and paradox,” Bill 
Lewellis said in his sermon. “The transition from being a priest in the Roman Catholic Church, as 
was Don for some 14 years, to finding employment in a strange new world, to discovering one’s 
baptismal ministry as a lay person in the Episcopal Church, to being received as a priest in the 
Episcopal Church is not a comfortably-paced and safe walk along a softly lit path. Believe me. 
Jesus’ call, Follow me, has not been, for this man, (nor for Sharon or Zachary, I suspect) a 
leisurely stroll under shade trees.” [Download the sermon here and photos by Deb Craig here.] 
 
Diocesan Life.July 
The July edition of Diocesan Life is available here.  
 
An MDG Special for August 
A special Episcopal Life issue for August will focus on the United Nations' Millennium 
Development Goals which were endorsed by the General Convention of the Episcopal Church. 
The August issue will provide articles that reflect on each of the eight goals, with a list of book 
and video resources and a study guide for individual reflection or group discussion. 
 
Our lives are full of aesthetic judgments masquerading as moral ones. 
If you are intrigued by that thought from Barbara Crafton, read Any Color but Beige. If you want 
to receive more of Barbara’s almost daily eMo’s, ask Bill to add your email address to our 
interactive diocesan list, “Bethlehem of Pa.” 
 
Fall Festival of the Arts, Sept. 7-9 and 14-16 
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The 23rd annual. Presented by the downtown Reading congregations of Trinity Lutheran and 
Christ Episcopal as one expression of their covenant relationship. Featuring art, music and 
theatre. Detailed info about specific events and ticket orders may be found here. Tickets may be 
purchased between 9:00 and 3:00 at Tickets, 126 North 6th St., Reading 16601 … 610-796-9001. 
 
A Day of Godly Play at the Cathedral 
More info here. 
 
An invitation from the Recovery Commission 
The National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse (CASA) discovered that the more often 
children eat dinner with their families, the less likely they are to smoke, drink, or use illegal drugs 
… and they’re likelier to get better grades in school. CASA designed a program called “Family 
Day,” this year on Monday, September 24 The Commission and Bishop Paul have endorsed the 
event. Information and downloadable materials are available here. The Commission is asking 
parishes to promote the event in bulletins, newsletters and websites. If your parish intends to 
participate, please tell John W. Miller or Donna Jean Kiessling from whom you may also get 
more info. 
 
Mediator seeks director of children and youth ministry 
The Episcopal Church of the Mediator, in Allentown, is seeking a Director of Children and Youth 
Ministry. This part-time position oversees and strengthens the parish’s ministry to children, 
youth, and their families. Mediator is a 300-member congregation whose children and youth 
ministry includes: Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (for preschool through kindergarten); 
Seasons of the Spirit curriculum for two elementary school classes; and the Journey to Adulthood 
youth program for Middle & High School students that meets at 9:00am. Our nursery is staffed 
beginning at 9:00am through our 10:15 service and Kids Club, (for 4 year olds through 3rd grade), 
meets during the first half of the service. For more information about the position, please contact 
Jo Trepagnier, at 610-434-0155 or mediatorec@verizon.net, and see a more complete job 
description on the church web site. Interviews will begin during the week of July 15th. 
 
Plastic replaces passing the plate 
Growing number of churches taking credit, debit offerings 
At the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in Dallas, more and more parishioners have 
signed up to give tithes and offerings by automatic assessment of their Visa or American Express 
accounts … Across Dallas and elsewhere, church leaders are grappling with such issues, trying to 
find their way in a brave new world of stewardship. [Thanks to epiScope for this pointer. Read 
the Dallas Morning News story here.] 
 
Am I being careful with God’s Stuff? 
[From a column by Canon Cal Adams, rector of St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville, in the July/August 
parish newsletter] “What stuff?” you might ask. How about all the stuff the family and I have 
accumulated: the house, all the stuff around the house, in the bank, in the car, in the 401s, in the 
vacation place, in the garage and storage shed? I ask the question because it is one that I have felt 
challenged by recently. The challenge began when I heard some seminar speakers and someone 
on TV say: “You don’t see any hearses pulling U-Hauls to the cemetery.” This is a modern 
version of the very old saying, “You can’t take it with you.” 
 
God doesn’t need our money 
[From a column by Father Craig Sweeney, rector of Epiphany, Clarks Summit, in the July/August 
parish newsletter] God doesn’t need our money, but money is that thing which we have to give 

http://fallfestivalofthearts.homestead.com/index3.html
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/07/a-day-of-godly-.html
http://www.casafamilyday.org/
mailto:mllr1959@aol.com
mailto:djkiessling@dejazzd.com
mailto:mediatorec@verizon.net
http://www.episcopalmediator.org/
http://episcopalchurch.typepad.com/episcope/2007/06/plastic-replace.html
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/dn/religion/stories/070107dnmetcreditgiving.7903c9.html


away to free ourselves from the fear of it. Money is that which we must give away so that we are 
set free from it controlling our lives. God wants us to learn to give so that we will know the joy of 
giving and also be free from the fear that drives us to hoard. If we can give something away, it no 
longer has control over us. [Read it all at parish newsletters.] 
 
PB on PBS 
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori was interviewed by Bill Moyers on his PBS show on 
the challenges facing the Episcopal Church in the 21st century. To watch the video, read the 
transcript and for much more, follow this link. 
 
Donna Jean Kiessling’s ordination to priesthood 
This is a new date and time. Bishop Paul will ordain Donna Jean Kiessling to the order of priest 
on Sunday, September 9 (5:00 p.m.) at St. Gabriel’s Church, Douglassville. 
 
Ordination of deacons 
The standing committee, on June 27, recommended to the bishop the ordination to the diaconate 
of Marion Meiss (St. Peter’s, Hazleton) Dolores Evans (North Parish, Schuylkill County) and 
Sarah "Sally" Bosler (St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville. Their ordination will take place at the 
Cathedral on the feast of St. Michael and All Angels, September 29, at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Sermon at First Annual Vows 
The sermon given by Father Andrew Gerns at the Cathedral on the occasion of Sister Patricia-
Michael Hauze's first Annual Vows may be accessed here. 
 
Sex and Love in Jewish Literature 
Book discussion at Muhlenberg College library 
"Your Heart's Desire: Sex and Love in Jewish Literature" is the theme for a discussion group at 
the Trexler Library at Muhlenberg College this coming fall/winter 07-08. Read about it here. 
 
Stewardship Nuggets 
A recommendation from Dan Charney, our missioner for stewardship, to those who seek 
preaching material for stewardship homilies. 
 
Order your Golf T-Shirt with Diocesan Seal 
[From Canon Jane Teter] Several people have asked about short-sleeved golf/polo shirts with the 
Diocesan Shield embroidered on them. So here is your chance to order one. Both men's and 
women's shirts are 100% cotton pique. Men's shirts (small to 4XL) have a 3 button placket, split 
tail; stretch tape in shoulders for extra strength. Women's shirts (small to 2XL)  have a Y-collar; 
2 button placket; side vents. Both are available in Augusta Green (similar to Kelly Green) and 
will have the Diocesan Shield embroidered on front left chest. The cost is $35. To order a shirt(s), 
please send me [Jane Teter] your order at Diocesan House (333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA, 
18015) and include: your name, address, parish, phone number, size and a check written to "The 
Diocese of Bethlehem." The deadline to place an order is July 11. Shirts will be mailed to you 
when we receive them. 
 
Memorial Service for Nancy Patton  
July 21 at St. Alban’s, Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m. 
Nancy S. Patton, 81, Wernersville, died June 2, in the Phoebe Berks Health Care Center, 
Wernersville. Her husband, the Rev. Eugene S. Patton, died in 1997. Read more here. 
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At Redeemer, Sayre 
Bishop Paul confirmed ten persons at the Church of the Redeemer, Sayre, on May 6. Download a 
photo here. 
 
The sound of graceful notes in Milford 
Read the exchange of notes between Father Bill McGinty, rector of Good Shepherd and St. John 
the Evangelist, Milford, and Mark Laubach, organist and choirmaster at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-
Barre about diocesan collegiality practiced with grace related to the inaugural concert of 
Milford’s new pipe organ. The graceful exchange took place on our diocesan Internet list, 
Bethlehem of Pa. It may be downloaded here. 
 
Mosaics in Sound, by Mark Laubach 
Mark Laubach’s new compact disc, Mosaics in Sound, has been released on the Pro Organo label. 
It was recorded at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre, where Mark is organist and choirmaster. Visit 
here to read more about it or to purchase a copy. Click on “Pro Organo”, then look on the left 
margin and click on “New CD releases.” They may be purchased also at the church, but can’t be 
shipped. The benefit of buying them through the church is that the Organ Fund will make a larger 
profit. 
 
Good religion/Bad religion 
“I believe good religion is good for people because it teaches you to be repentant, to believe your 
actions are always fallible and resting on mixed motives, that you need grace and mercy. Bad 
religion tries to persuade you that God is invariably and automatically on your side.” [From a 
TIME Magazine interview, June 7, with Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams] 
 
Jeanne Wirth retires 
When Jeanne Wirth left her office at St. Anne’s on June 22, to enter the wonderful world of 
retirement, she had the satisfaction of completing more than 28 years of outstanding, faithful 
service to her adopted church. Jeanne is one of those rare people who, early in life, made an 
intentional choice to be a church secretary. She started work at St. Anne’s, Trexlertown, in 1978. 
Read her story here in the newsletter of St. Anne’s 
 
Professor Andrew Linzey 
Conference on Relationship between Animal Abuse and Human Violence 
The Rev. Andrew Linzey, PhD, DD, a licensed priest in the Diocese of Bethlehem, is a 
theologian at Oxford. He is organizing a conference on the Relationship between Animal Abuse 
and Human Violence on September 18 at Keble College, Oxford. It will explore the link between 
animal abuse and child abuse, domestic violence, and violence against women, especially useful 
for pastors, counselors, psychologists, and law enforcement personnel. There are various US 
academics coming to speak: details here.  
 
Professor Linzey is director of the Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics, member of the Faculty of 
Theology, University of Oxford and honorary professor, Universities of Birmingham and 
Winchester. His books include: Animal Theology (SCM Press/University of Illinois Press, 1994). 
Dictionary of Ethics, Theology and Society (Routledge, 1996). After Noah (Mowbray/Continuum, 
1997). Animals on the Agenda (SCM Press/University of Illinois Press, 1998). Animal Gospel 
(Westminster John Knox Press, 1998). Animal Rites (SCM Press/The Pilgrim Press, 1999). 
Animal Rights: A Historical Anthology (Columbia University Press, 2005). Gays and the Future 
of Anglicanism (O Books, 2005). Creatures of the Same God (Winchester University Press, 2007) 
 

http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/07/confirmations-a.html
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/07/a-graceful-note.html
http://www.zarex.com/
http://www.stannesepiscopal.homestead.com/Eye/Eyelet_jl_07.pdf
http://www.oxfordanimalethics.com/index.php?p=conference
mailto:andrew.linzey@theology.ox.ac.uk
http://www.oxfordanimalethics.com/


Are all your parishioners, including newcomers, receiving Diocesan Life? 
All parishioners should be receiving Diocesan Life by snail mail, monthly, at no cost to the 
recipient. The mailing list is to be kept current by parish offices. Though hard copy of the current 
list is sent annually to parish offices for wholesale updating – parish offices should have received 
one during May – anyone (parish offices or individuals) may indicate additions, deletions and 
changes to the list at any time by sending those to elife@aflwebprinting.com. In doing this, please 
indicate that your list revisions are for “the Diocesan Life edition of Episcopal Life.” Your 
changes, if they are few, may be called in to 800-374-9510. Email, however, is preferable. 
Revisions may be sent also by snail mail to: Episcopal Life Circulation Department, PO BOX 
2050, Voorhees, NJ 08043-8000. Parish offices that would like to receive an electronic list may 
request an Excel copy of their current list from Bill Lewellis. 
 
Pictures from Kajo Keji 
Photos taken by Rick Cluett in Kajo Keji while he was there for the enthronement of Anthony 
Poggo as Bishop of Kajo Keji may be viewed here 
 
Norberto Dominguez 
We welcome Norberto Dominguez to the Bishop’s staff. Norberto is a temp who has begun 
working part time with us as Linda Shifter’s assistant during this time when Linda takes on an 
additional responsibility as chief administrator of the New Hope Campaign. Norberto is executive 
director of the Hispanic American League of Artists in the Lehigh Valley. 
 
In the News 
To keep up with Episcopal Church news and how our church is faring in news coverage across 
the country, even around the world, you may find these website helpful. 
 
ECW Summer Picnic 
Men as well as women are invited to the Summer Festival sponsored by our diocesan ECW 
board, August 15, at St. Matthew’s, Stevensville. Meeting at 10:00 a.m. Program (Biblical 
Storytelling, Deacon Lou Divis) at 10:30. Bring your lunch and a lawn chair. Beverages and 
desserts will be provided by the board members. Archdeacon Stringfellow will officiate at Holy 
Eucharist.  Father Ed Erb will play the newly refurbished organ. 
 
The Network of Biblical Storytellers 
Meeting on August 11, at Christ Church, 1 Main Street, Towanda, 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. You are 
invited. More info: Call 570-836-4961 or email Lou Divis. 
 
Programs at Kirkridge 
Kirkridge Retreat and Study Center has been providing a place for rest and renewal to pilgrims 
along life’s journey. The Center is located on the beautiful Kittatinny Ridge of eastern 
Pennsylvania near the Delaware Water Gap and the Pocono Mountains region. Since 1942, 
Kirkridge’s emphasis has been the integration of contemplation and action for justice, or "Picket 
and Pray." Those early pilgrims and seekers who came to Kirkridge understood that the life of 
faith requires not only action to transform the world toward greater shalom, but also the 
cultivation of a deep spirituality to sustain that compassionate action. The legacy continues today, 
with a wide variety of programming and a growing constituency of folks from many faith 
traditions, Visit the Kirkridge website for details of many currently offered programs. Kirkridge 
draws presenters and retreatants from across the country. You may also download some info 
about peace and justice programs conveniently laid out for your use here. 
 

mailto:blewellis@diobeth.org
http://share.shutterfly.com/action/welcome?sid=8AbtWTlm1buGFb
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/06/in_the_news.html
mailto:Ldivis@epix.net
http://www.kirkridge.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=category&sectionid=2&id=11&Itemid=137
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/07/programs-at-kir.html


Communion Matters 
A Study Document for the Episcopal Church 
The Theology Committee of the Episcopal Church's House of Bishops, of which Bishop Paul is a 
member, has released a study document aimed at helping the bishops respond to the requests 
made to them by the Primates of the Anglican Communion. The 15-page Communion Matters: A 
Study Document for the Episcopal Church is available online. A four-color/graphics intensive 
PDF version of the document is available here. A black-and-white/stripped down PDF version is 
here. The ENS story on this document is available here. 
 
The document is meant for bishops to use in conversation with the people of their dioceses prior 
to the September meeting of the House of Bishops in New Orleans. If you wish to respond in any 
way to this document, please send your comments online by August 25 to Bill Lewellis who will 
present them to Bishop Paul. 
 
To bypass the initial voicemail at Diocesan House 
Use one of the following extensions: *For Bishop Paul, Archdeacon Stringfellow or Linda 
Shifter, 222. *For Barbara Lewis or to leave a general message, 221. *For children’s missioner 
and child advocate Debra Kissinger, 237 – or Rosemary Kleintop, 224. *For financial concerns: 
Cindy Bakos, 223, or Bruce Reiner, 230. *For Canon Jane Teter, 228. *For communication 
minister Bill Lewellis, 229. *For our information technology person Kat Lehman, 235. 
 
To reach the following people on Diocesan House staff, it would be most efficient to call their 
home or cell phones: *For youth missioner Demery Bader-Saye, 610-417-6973 (cell). *For 
stewardship missioner Dan Charney, 610-837-4613 (home). *For missioner for development 
Char Horst, 610-683-8625 (home). 
 
Back issues 
Find recent back editions of this newSpin newsletter: 070618, 070613, 070530, 070524, 070511. 
 
 
*The newSpin Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
  Bookmark it on your browser. 
 
Published four to eight times monthly, the newSpin newsletter is intended especially for clergy, elected or 
appointed members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has 
leadership responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added 
to the list. Send your email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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