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Cathedral elects Jim Thorpe native as dean and rector   

The Rev. Anthony Pompa has been elected rector and dean of the 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem. A native of Jim Thorpe and 
former member of St. Mark’s/St. John’s, Father Pompa was ordained a 
deacon (1991) and priest (1992) for the Diocese of Bethlehem. He served 
as canon for ministries at the Cathedral (1991-1995). He then served for 
eight years in the Diocese of Virginia (as a rector for four years and then 
on the Bishop's staff as assistant to the bishop for congregational 
development and ministries and deployment officer). Most recently, he has 
been rector of St. Anne’s in Middletown, Delaware. He and his wife, 
Felicia, have two children, Dillon and Bella. 

 
There’s no McDonald’s in Kajo Keji … 
[Bishop Paul] When Diana and I made our 13 Kajo-Keji presentations around the diocese in 
2005, there was a question period after we talked and showed our pictures. One of the questions 
we did not expect arose often enough that we finally just worked it into the presentation. That 
question about our Sudanese sisters and brothers was, “What do they eat?” In later presentations, 
we stressed that the food is radically different, and the hospitality is sincere and joyful. The 
wisdom of the people who asked that question of us so often is striking. You don’t really 
know people until you know what and how they eat, and that truth helps us understand 
from yet another perspective the gift Christ gives us in the Holy Eucharist. [Read Bishop 
Paul’s Corpus Christi sermon, “There is no McDonald’s in Kajo Keji, but they eat the 
same food.] 
 
Communion Matters 
A Study Document for the Episcopal Church 
The Theology Committee of the Episcopal Church's House of Bishops, of which Bishop Paul is a 
member, has released a study document aimed at helping the bishops respond to the requests 
made to them by the Primates of the Anglican Communion. The 15-page Communion Matters: A 
Study Document for the Episcopal Church is available online. A four-color/graphics intensive 
PDF version of the document is available here. A black-and-white/stripped down PDF version is 
here. The ENS story on this document is available here. 
 
The document is meant for bishops to use in conversation with the people of their dioceses prior 
to the September meeting of the House of Bishops in New Orleans. If you wish to respond in any 
way to this document, please send your comments online by August 25 to Bill Lewellis who will 
present them to Bishop Paul. 
 
Diocesan Life.July 
The July edition of Diocesan Life is available here. 
 
She studies what makes churches thrive 
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[From the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, June 12] Diana Butler Bass knows all the gloomy statistics 
about declining mainline Protestant churches but believes in their future. She studies mainline 
churches that are thriving to see what sets them apart from those that are dying. Her findings 
contradict some popular theories about church growth … She contends that successful 
congregations cultivate spiritual practices in daily life, promote tradition without using it as a 
fence to keep people out and offer a quest for wisdom, not pat answers. "When all three of those 
things are knit together, I call it the architecture of vitality," said Dr. Bass, currently senior fellow 
at the Cathedral College of the Episcopal Washington National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. 
Read it all here. She will be the speaker for the Couillard Lectures of Moravian Theological 
Seminary in Bethlehem on Friday October 5 in Prosser Auditorium, Haupert Union 
Building. Two lectures: 9:30 and 2:30. 
 
PB on PBS 
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori was interviewed by Bill Moyers on his PBS show on 
the challenges facing the Episcopal Church in the 21st century. To watch the video, read the 
transcript and for much more, follow this link. 
 
Parish and ministry websites and blogs in our diocese 
Diocese of Bethlehem, DoB Children’s Ministry, DoB Youth Ministry, DoB newSpin Blog, 
Peacemeal Community Website, Peacemeal Community Blog, Grace Allentown, Grace 
Montessori School, Mediator Allentown, Trinity Athens, Cathedral Bethlehem, New Bethany 
Ministries, Trinity Bethlehem, Epiphany Glenburn/Clarks Summit, Prince of Peace Dallas, St. 
Gabriel’s Douglassville, Trinity Easton, Andrew Gerns’ Blog in Easton, St. Margaret’s Emmaus, 
St. John’s Hamlin, St. George’s Hellertown, St. Mark’s/St. John’s Jim Thorpe, Grace Kingston, 
All Saints Lehighton, St. Paul’s Montrose,  St. Thomas Morgantown, St. Mark’s Moscow, Trinity 
Mt. Pocono, St. Brigid’s Nazareth, North Parish, St. John’s Palmerton, Christ Church Reading, 
Redeemer Sayre, Good Shepherd Scranton, Christ Church Stroudsburg, Christ Church Towanda, 
St. Anne’s Trexlertown, St. Peter’s Tunkhannock, St. Stephen’s Whitehall, St. Clement/St. Peter 
Wilkes-Barre, St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre. 
 
Who wants to click on all these 40 links to let me know which are not correct? ☺ Please let me 
know whose local websites or blogs I may have missed. I welcome corrections and additions in 
good cheer.                
 
Ordination to priesthood 
Bishop Paul will ordain Donna Jean Kiessling to the order of priest on September 14 (8:00 p.m.) 
at St. Gabriel’s Church, Douglassville. 
 
New Hope 
Training Sessions for Lay Coordinators 
Every parish has been asked to name two lay coordinators for the New Hope Capital Campaign to 
assist our sisters and brothers in Kajo Keji and Northeastern Pennsylvania. Coordinators will 
make arrangements for Kick-off Sunday and Commitment Sunday activities on September 23 and 
30. Each session will be an hour and thirty minutes, Every coordinator needs to attend only one of 
the nineteen sessions that will be offered at nine locations. See the schedule here. 
 
Anne Kitch 
Preaching Excellence Program 
Canon Anne Kitch recently served on the faculty of the annual summer Preaching Excellence 
Program of the Episcopal Preaching Foundation held at Villanova University. Read it here. 
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Order your Golf T-Shirt with Diocesan Seal 
[From Canon Jane Teter] Several people have asked about short-sleeved golf/polo shirts with the 
Diocesan Shield embroidered on them. So here is your chance to order one. Both men's and 
women's shirts are 100% cotton pique. Men's shirts (small to 4XL) have a 3 button placket, split 
tail; stretch tape in shoulders for extra strength. Women's shirts (small to 2XL)  have a Y-collar; 
2 button placket; side vents. Both are available in Augusta Green (similar to Kelly Green) and 
will have the Diocesan Shield embroidered on front left chest. The cost is $35. 
 
To order a shirt(s), please send me [Jane Teter] your order at Diocesan House (333 Wyandotte 
St., Bethlehem, PA, 18015) and include: your name, address, parish, phone number, size and a 
check written to "The Diocese of Bethlehem." The deadline to place an order is July 11. Shirts 
will be mailed to you when we receive them. 
 
General Synod 
Anglican Church of Canada 
This will be the next best thing to being there from June 19 to 25. Gavel to gavel coverage here. 
 
June 20 at the Cathedral 
First Vows of Sister Patricia Michael Hauze 
By the Grace of God, Bishop Paul will receive the First Vows of Sister Patricia Michael Hauze on 
Wednesday, June 20, 7:00 p.m., at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem. Your prayers 
and presence are requested. RSVP: call 610-253-0792 or email parish@trinityeaston.org.  
 
June 24 
Benefit Concert at St. Mary’s, Reading 
St. Mary's in Reading (100 West Windsor, Corner of N. Front and W. Windsor) will have a 
benefit concert, Sunday, June 24, at 4:00 p.m., The Music of John Denver (Calypso, Rocky 
Mountain High). $12.00 in advance (call the church at 610-374-7914) or $15.00 at the door. 
 
June 27 
Bishop’s Day with Kids 
Narnia – The Lion, the Bishop and the Wardrobe, to be held Wednesday, June 27 at the 
Cathedral, Bethlehem. Open to kids, kindergarten to grade six. Completed registration and 
medical forms with payment MUST be received by June 20 via US mail in order to participate. 
Though the deadline for free T-shirts has passed, some extras have been ordered and we will do 
everything we can to give each child a T-shirt but can not make a guarantee. 
 
There will be a bus to the event from the north. More info: www.diobethkids.org. A bulletin 
insert that may be downloaded here. 
 
“The world is run by the people who show up, and the body of Christ is, as skeptical St. Thomas 
learned a week late, experienced by those who show up.” Read Bishop Paul’s recent note about 
people who show up. 
 
June 20 and 27 
New Consecration Sunday program 
[From Dan Charney, diocesan stewardship missioner] For those who are planning to use the 
New Consecration Sunday program by The Rev. Dr. Herb Miller for the first time, the diocesan 
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stewardship commission is offering assistance at St. Margaret's, Emmaus at 7:00 p.m. on June 20 
(register by email with Blaine Rittenhouse or phone 610-323-3501 by June 15) and at Prince of 
Peace, Dallas at 7:00 p.m. on June 27 (register by email with Dan Charney or phone 610-837-
4613 by June 22). Those who have used the program are invited to share their experience and 
what they did to supplement the program i.e., letters, posters, invitations, brochures etc.) 
 
June 29 
Donald Schaible to be received as Episcopal priest 
Donald Schaible, a priest of the RC Diocese of Allentown from 1989 to 2003, will be received by 
Bishop Paul as a priest of the Episcopal Church at St. John’s, Palmerton, on June 29, 7:00 p.m. 
Read more here. 
 
July 7 Race Street Run in Jim Thorpe 
Hosted by St. Mark’s/St. John’s. More info here. 
 
Memorial Service for Nancy Patton  
July 21 at St. Alban’s, Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m. 
Nancy S. Patton, 81, Wernersville, died June 2, in the Phoebe Berks Health Care Center, 
Wernersville. Her husband, the Rev. Eugene S. Patton, died in 1997. Read more here. 
 
Info Tech Roundup 
Kat Lehman, our information technology coordinator, puts together an occasional roundup of IT 
news, bits, tips and stories. Download the latest IT Roundup here. 
 
SouthSide  Film Festival 
Screenings at this year’s SouthSide Film Festival (SSFF) on the south side of Bethlehem include 
two documentaries, on the gruesome realities of genocide, particularly in Southern Sudan: Facing 
Sudan (Sinclair Auditorium, Wednesday, June 20 at 7:00 pm) and The Devil Came On Horseback 
(Packard Lab Auditorium, Wednesday, June 20 at 7:00 pm and Friday, June 22 at 7:00 pm). Q&A 
sessions will follow each screening. Consult the SSFS web site for much more information. SSFS 
is a non-competitive, not-for-profit festival that views works of cinema as art, not as a 
commercial enterprise. In only four years, SSFS has screened films from 45 countries and 28 
States.   
 
June 23  
Chicken Dinner at St. Andrew’s 
[From Liza Holzinger, vestry member] Barbecued chicken dinner and a tasty selection of 
homemade desserts will be for sale at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, 1900 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Allentown/Bethlehem (just south of Catasauqua Rd.), on June 23 from 5 to 7 p.m. Make 
reservations by phoning 610 865-3603. $7 for adults and $3 for children, 12 and under. Proceeds 
to benefit the church's ministry and mission. See St. Andrew’s website.  
 
At Trinity, West Pittston 
First Saturdays Giant Neighborhood Yard Sales 
Read about it here. 
 
Are all your parishioners, including newcomers, receiving Diocesan Life? 
All parishioners should be receiving Diocesan Life by snail mail, monthly, at no cost to the 
recipient. The mailing list is to be kept current by parish offices. Though hard copy of the current 
list is sent annually to parish offices for wholesale updating – parish offices should have received 
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one during May – anyone (parish offices or individuals) may indicate additions, deletions and 
changes to the list at any time by sending those to elife@aflwebprinting.com. In doing this, please 
indicate that your list revisions are for “the Diocesan Life edition of Episcopal Life.” Your 
changes, if they are few, may be called in to 800-374-9510. Email, however, is preferable. 
Revisions may be sent also by snail mail to: Episcopal Life Circulation Department, PO BOX 
2050, Voorhees, NJ 08043-8000. Parish offices that would like to receive an electronic list may 
request an Excel copy of their current list from Bill Lewellis. 
 
In the News 
To keep up with Episcopal Church news and how our church is faring in news coverage across 
the country, even around the world, you may find these website helpful. 
 
Summer Hours at Diocesan House 
Until Labor Day, 8:30 to 4:00. 
 
To bypass the initial voicemail at Diocesan House 
Use one of the following extensions: *For Bishop Paul, Archdeacon Stringfellow or Linda 
Shifter, 222. *For Barbara Lewis or to leave a general message, 221. *For children’s missioner 
and child advocate Debra Kissinger, 237 – or Rosemary Kleintop, 224. *For financial concerns: 
Cindy Bakos, 223, or Bruce Reiner, 230. *For Canon Jane Teter, 228. *For communication 
minister Bill Lewellis, 229. *For our information technology person Kat Lehman, 235. 
 
To reach the following people on Diocesan House staff, it would be most efficient to call their 
home or cell phones: *For youth missioner Demery Bader-Saye, 610-417-6973 (cell). *For 
stewardship missioner Dan Charney, 610-837-4613 (home). *For missioner for development 
Char Horst, 610-683-8625 (home). 
 
Special Episcopal Life issue for August 
The August edition of Episcopal Life will focus in its entirety on the United Nations' Millennium 
Development Goals that have been endorsed by the General Convention. It will provide articles 
that reflect on each of the eight goals, with a list of book and video resources and a study guide 
for individual reflection or group discussion. Guest authors will write from personal experience, 
offering insight into the church's theology of mission, facts about the current situation, ways the 
challenge can be met and how Episcopalians can work toward achieving these goals by 2015. 
Though everyone on the Diocesan Life mailing list will receive this edition, quantity orders can 
be placed directly with the printer before July 9 at 800/374-9510 or by email. You may download 
an order form here. 
 
Trinity Institute 2008 
Trinity Church Wall Street will present Trinity Institute’s 38th National Theological Conference, 
Religion and Violence: Untangling the Roots of Conflict, on January 21-23, 2008.  A panel of 
prominent Christian, Jewish, and Muslim theologians will explore the deeply rooted, seemingly 
inexorable union of religion and violence, illuminating the resources within each tradition for 
living together in peace, without losing the unique identities of each faith. More info here. 
 
Back issues 
Find recent back editions of this newSpin newsletter: 070613, 070530, 070524, 070511, 070507. 
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*The newSpin Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
  Bookmark it on your browser. 
 
Published four to eight times monthly, the newSpin newsletter is intended especially for clergy, elected or 
appointed members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has 
leadership responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added 
to the list. Send your email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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