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A Collect for St. Matthew Sunday 
[Written by Bishop Paul, this prayer is in observance of St. Matthew Society Sunday, May 6. The 
Society is the tool we have for supporting our parishes through planned giving.] Lord Jesus 
Christ, you called your servant Matthew to preserve the news of salvation for all ages. Bless all 
whom you now call to preserve the work of your Church through the St. Matthew Society. By 
their generosity may the gospel be heard and your name glorified for generations to come. We 
ask this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
 
Unfair to Roman Catholics … and others 
[A column by Bishop Paul] “I found myself discussing with my new son-in-law, a Roman 
Catholic, how historians generally describe the successful mainstreaming of Roman Catholicism 
in late twentieth-century American life and how the anti-Roman hysteria of the late 1800s is 
mostly dead, seemingly buried with the inauguration of Jack Kennedy. Hours later I read in the 
New York Times that one Goeff Stone, who teaches at the University of Chicago Law School, 
blames the recent 5-4 Supreme Court decision banning “partial-birth abortion” on the adherence 
of five justices to the Roman Catholic branch of Christianity.” Download Bishop Paul’s May 
column for secular newspapers at the newSpin blog. 
 
Stewardship/Evangelism Conference 
Download the brochure for the Stewardship/Evangelism workshop to be held Saturday, May 19, 
at Trinity, West Pittston. Deadline to register is May 15.  Get your team of stewardship and 
evangelism people together as soon as possible. Cost is $15 per attendee, maximum per parish 
$50.00 for four or more. Make checks payable to Diocese of Bethlehem—
Stewardship/Evangelism Workshop. Send to Diocesan House. Direct questions to Dan Charney. 
 
Regional Evangelism Workshops 
Whitehall (May 5), Montrose, Hamlin and St. Clair (all three on May 12). The workshops that 
had been scheduled for Kingston and Towanda, May 5, have been cancelled for lack of 
registrations. Download information and registration forms here. 
 
Bishop’s Day with Children 
Register Today for the Bishop’s Day with Children, Narnia – The Lion, The Bishop and the 
Wardrobe to be held Wednesday, June 27 at the Cathedral, Bethlehem. Open to kids, 
kindergarten to grade six. Register by May 31 to get a free Narnia T-Shirt. Bus to event available 
in Scranton. Forms and more info available at www.diobethkids.org.  
 
Musicke's Silver Sound, May 11, 7:30 pm  
Music and the Arts at Trinity, Bethlehem 
Four members of the Baltimore Consort (Mary Anne Ballard, viola da gamba, Mindy Rosenfeld, 
flutes, Ronn McFarlane, lutes,  and  Danielle Svonavec, soprano) will perform Bach’s Flute 
Sonata in C major, Irish and Scottish tunes, songs from the age of Shakespeare, Baroque arias, 
and more at Trinity, Bethlehem, 44 E. Market St. Free admission. (The Baltimore Consort is the 
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same group that will perform--all members--at the Bach Festival, both Saturday mornings.) 
 
Bishop’s Appreciation Reception 
Bishop Paul will greet members of the St. Matthew Society as they gather on Sunday, May 20, 
for a special reception to honor and celebrate their generosity to the Church. The St. Matthew 
Society was founded in 2001 to recognize and thank all those who have planned a gift to their 
parishes in the Diocese of Bethlehem. This year’s celebration event will be held at the Lehigh 
Country Club, and will feature food, drink and special music. The Bishop sincerely hopes that all 
current St. Matthew Society members will plan to join him and each other at this special 
gathering. For information about enrolling in the St. Matthew Society, and/or to learn more about 
the stewardship of planned giving, please contact Char Horst, Missioner for Development, at 
chorst@diobeth.org or 610.683.8625. 
 
Following Jesus in a Culture of Fear 
This new book by Scott Bader-Saye will be released June 1. Through politics, marketing, news 
programming, and popular culture we are taught to fear, often in ways that profit others. But what 
does all this fear do to our moral lives as it forms (or deforms) our character and our judgment? 
Drawing on Christian scripture and tradition, Following Jesus in a Culture of Fear articulates a 
response to fear that resists an ethic of security in favor of fostering an ethic of risk. The Christian 
virtues of hospitality, peacefulness, and generosity are presented as the way to defeat the counter-
virtues of suspicion, preemption, and control. More info here. 
 
Episcopal Church Caps 
Paul R. Doelp, a parishioner at Christ Church, Reading, and a cap (baseball type) collector, 
unable to purchase a cap with the Episcopal Church shield, decided to make his own (with the 
help of an embroidery company). He has them in red, blue, white and black, much like the colors 
in the shield. They are 100% cotton, adjustable to fit all sizes, and can be personalized with the 
name of any church, above the shield or on the back of the cap. They cost between $15 and $18. 
For a brochure/order form, send your name and address by email to: pdchurchclothing@cs.com 
or mail to PRD Church Clothing, 101 Wessex Court, Reading, PA 19606. 
 
Bishop's School in the fall 
These are revised dates: Sept. 15, 22; Oct. 6, 20, 27; Nov. 10, 17 (24 - snow day); Dec. 1, 8, 15. 
The morning sessions, Spirituality of Ministry, will be led by Geoffrey Howson. The afternoon 
sessions, Diaconate/diakonia, will be led by Michael Piovane, Vivian Bennett and George 
Loeffler. Detailed info about registration to come. 
 
The Bishop is Coming! 
This Practical Guide for Bishops and Congregations, a book by Bishop Paul, is the first new 
ceremonial guide for bishops in more than 25 years and the first book of its kind aimed at helping 
congregations prepare for a bishop’s visit. A Church Publishing book. More info here. 
 
Free scanner 
[From Kat Lehman] Diocesan House has an HP Scanjet 6200C. It’s in working order but doesn’t 
connect via USB or work with our new Macs. If any church needs it, we are offering it’s free to 
the first who asks. Please email me and I will put your name on the item and call you so you can 
pick it up. 
 
Job descriptions sought 
Prince of Peace, Dallas, is working on updating job descriptions, and would like to hear from 
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other parishes, especially about the positions of Treasurer and Parish Administrator. Any and all 
feedback would be appreciated. Send any information or copies of job descriptions to Jennifer 
Martin, parish administrator.  
 
Choral Evensong for the Fifth Sunday of Easter  
At St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre, Sunday, May 6, at 5:00 pm. Mark Laubach, organist and 
choirmaster, will play the organ and direct the choir, assisted by guest conductor Andrew 
Krystopolski, organist and choirmaster of St. Peter’s Church in Essex Fells, NJ. The Choir of St. 
Stephen’s will sing Psalm 8 set to Anglican chant by Joseph Corfe. Evening canticles will be 
sung to the setting in D Major by George Dyson, and the anthem will be the Evening Hymn (“Te 
lucis ante terminum”) of Henry Balfour Gardiner.  The choir and congregation will join in singing 
the hymns, “The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended,” and “O thou who camest from above.” Organ 
music heard before and after the service will feature compositions by John LaMontaine and Louis 
Vierne. A free-will offering will be received to support the Music Ministry of St. Stephen’s and 
St. Stephen’s Reach Ministry to those in need in the downtown Wilkes-Barre community. More 
information: (570)825-6653 or mlaubach@ststephenswb.org. 
 
250 show up for Health Fair 
About 250 people from the neighborhood showed up to get free health tests and information 
during a Health Fair last Saturday that was hosted by Grace Church, Allentown.  
 
epiScope 
EpiScope, the news blog of the Episcopal Church's communication office, is a daily log of 
mainstream media stories about the Episcopal Church. "The function is to show the Episcopal 
Church and Anglican Communion what is being said about us, to see ourselves as others see us," 
according to Jan Nunley, deputy for communication at the Episcopal Church Center. "It's also an 
opportunity for correction and reflection so reporters can receive feedback on those stories.” 
Check daily to see ourselves as others see us. It’s part of a family of blogs. In the works is 
EpiStory which, Jan says, “will provide a way for us to include things like timelines of particular 
issues and how they've evolved in the church and the links we have on the web."  
 
Is religious ignorance bliss? 
[A column by Bill Lewellis] A heated debate on whether to build seminaries to educate clergy 
took place at a nineteenth-century Methodist convention. A bishop rose to oppose. Faith was 
strongest, he contended, apart from distillation by learning. He would favor a preacher without 
education over a preacher without passion. A critic rose to the challenge. He asked whether the 
bishop was grateful to God for his own ignorance. The bishop proudly said yes. Whereupon, 
historian Martin Marty says, “the critic moved that the convention sing a Te Deum [a hymn of 
praise to God] since the good bishop had so much for which to be thankful.” This story 
“encapsulates the nineteenth-century battle inside American Christianity between piety and 
learning – a battle that learning lost,” writes Stephen Prothero in Religious Literacy 
(HarperSanFrancisco, 2007). Religious ignorance became “a sign of genuine piety.” Checking 
one’s intellect at the church door became apparent in four long term shifts within the churches: 
from learning to feeling, from doctrine to storytelling, from the Bible to Jesus, and from theology 
to morality. Download Bill’s column at the newSpin blog. 
 
The End of Limbo 
[By Martin Marty in Sightings, 4/30/07] On October 29, 1965, four high hierarchs proposed to 
their Second Vatican Council colleagues that they might put on the agenda a discussion of the 
possibility that they should rethink the Catholic Church's position on birth control.  That evening, 
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Albert C. Outler, our profoundly informed fly on the wall who moved with the most ease of any 
Protestant among the bishops, reported that he heard an Archbishop express concern to a 
Cardinal: "For centuries we've been sending women to purgatory [or hell, I can't remember 
which] for violating Church law on birth control.  If we would change that, what would happen to 
them?" Outler reported that the Cardinal responded with a question: "Are you sure God ratifies all 
our decisions?"  That exchange, deeply stamped in my mind, came forward again this week when 
a change in traditional Catholic teaching was declared.  The press reported that Pope Benedict 
XVI announced that the Church will no longer teach that there is a reality or place called limbo to 
which unbaptized babies go to spend eternity.  The pope reportedly has long chafed when talk of 
limbo comes up, and welcomed the chance in his pontificate to report on the obsolescence and 
even disappearance of this teaching.  The council father might ask, "What happens now to the 
babies we said were sent there?" Read it all here. 
 
The influence of alcohol on college students 
Information from the Recovery Commission. 
 
The Network of Biblical Storytellers 
Meeting on Wednesday, May 16, at St. Peter’s Church, Tioga Plaza West, Route 6, 
Tunkhannock, 6:30-8:00 pm. You are invited. More info: Lou Divis, 570-836-4961. 
 
Hatha Yoga in Emmaus 
At St. Margaret’s. Feeling tired, burned-out, and unable to relax? Learn how to take better control 
of your body and mind? Strengthen and tone your body, calm your mind and reduce stress while 
performing different breathing techniques and stretches of the ancient practice of Hatha Yoga. 
 
Who’s got the ‘just war’ charism? 
RC theologian George Weigel continues to say American military action in Iraq is just. On the 
other side is the independent Catholic magazine Commonweal and basically most of the U.S. 
Catholic Bishops Conference. Weigel uses the term “charism of political discernment” to say 
politicians know better than bishops how to run the country.” The Commonweal editors say "it is 
hard not to conclude that the bishops' charism, rather than the president's, has better served the 
nation." A blurb on Catholics, Just War and Iraq that points to a NYTimes column, April 20, by 
Catholic layman and journalist Peter Steinfels contends: If Weigel's claims were followed to their 
logical conclusion, religious leaders or even ordinary citizens could have nothing to say about the 
morality of an act of government on the grounds we don't know enough.  
 
Presentations on Kajo Keji 
Mr. Charles Barebo, a member of St. Anne’s Parish in Trexlertown, chairman of the St. Matthew 
Society Steering Committee, and a member of the Incorporated Trustees of the Diocese of 
Bethlehem, was a member of the Diocesan team that traveled to Kajo Keji in January. He and 
other members of team mission team have been making presentations on Kajo Keji throughout 
our diocese. See the flyer prepared by St. Brigid’s, Nazareth, for the presentation made there on 
Sunday, April 28. Email Charlie or call his cell, 610-509-8767, to schedule a presentation. 
 
Pennsylvania State Pastors' Conference  
November 12-14, at the Hilton Harrisburg (One North Second Street). Being Christian in a Hi-
Tech Culture is the tentative title. Canon Lexa Shallcross is on the planning committee. More info 
here. 
 
St. Brigid’s Golf Outing 
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June 16, Cherry Valley Golf Course, Stroudsburg. Download info here. 
 
Episcopal Life Online 
Episcopal Life Online, a collaborative project of Episcopal Life and Episcopal News Service, 
offers the most up-to-date info about the news, people, life and mission of the Episcopal Church. 
 
Episcopal Café 
EpiscopalCafe.com, a new blogsite sponsored by the Diocese of Washington in partnership with 
the Episcopal Church and Visual Arts, is a collaborative effort by more than two dozen writers 
and editors. Episcopal Cafe includes The Lead, news on events in the Episcopal Church and the 
Anglican Communion, Daily Episcopalian, commentary on events in the Church and the 
Communion as well as articles on theology, peace and justice initiatives and popular culture, and 
Speaking to the Soul, sermons, reflections, multimedia meditations and excerpts from books on 
spirituality. Most of the art on the Café is provided by The Episcopal Church and Visual Arts. 
The Art Blog offers additional information, and sometimes a brief meditation, on each piece. 
 
Global Good 
A new web site, globalgood.org, emphasizes the top mission priority set by the General 
Convention in 2006 -- to carry out peace and justice ministries framed by the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). Learn about the MDGs, find out what kind of work the Episcopal 
Church and other organizations are doing to address the urgency of the goals and the 
environment, and how to get involved and make a difference. Read more here. 
 
DioBeth Youth Mission Trip 
Here’s the itinerary and a fundraising letter for the DioBeth Youth Mission Trip to assist in 
Hurricane Katrina rebuilding efforts in New Orleans. 
 
Dinner Dance & Auction 
To support Cathedral Choir Tour to Dublin, $25. Saturday, May 12, Sayre Hall, Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity. Live Band, Treasure Chest, Gift Bags. Dining & Silent Auction - 6:30 pm. Live 
Auction - 8:00 pm. Dancing and Desserts - 8:30 pm. Call 610-865-0727. 
 
Diocesan Life.May 
The April edition of Diocesan Life is available here. 
 
Pray for … 
Calendar and prayer cycle for May. Pray for Rowan, Archbishop of Canterbury; Katharine, our 
Presiding Bishop; Andrew, Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada; Anthony, Bishop of Kajo 
Keji; and Paul, our Bishop.  
 
Parish Newsletters 
Download parish newsletters here. 
 
Benedictine Spirituality Retreat 
May 17-19, Mary Immaculate Center, Northampton. Sponsored by Trinity Bethlehem and Trinity 
Mt. Pocono. More info here. 
 
Fast Facts 
Helpful Fast Facts and a glossary of terms. 
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Back issues 
Find recent back editions of this newSpin newsletter: 070425, 070416. 070328, 070324, 070318 
 
*The newSpin Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
  Bookmark it on your browser. 
 
[newSpin, published three to six times monthly, is intended especially clergy, elected or appointed members 
of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list. 
Send your email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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