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Chrism Mass … Thursday 
On Thursday, March 29, at 11 a.m., at the Cathedral of the Nativity, we will have our annual 
celebration of the "Chrism mass." Renewal of ordination vows--an ideal time for each of us to 
affirm those priests and deacons who week-in and week-out provide moments of affirmation and 
strength for each of us. The blessing of the oil of the sick used throughout the diocese--all who 
have part in the visitation of the sick and ministries of healing are especially invited to attend. 
After the eucharist, the blessing of the chrism--the "oil of gladness" that signifies our life in the 
Holy Spirit, oil that is especially used in baptism and confirmation. 
 
Giving to Kajo Keji at Easter 
[From our diocesan World Mission Committee] Many parishes are particularly generous at Easter 
and donate part of their Sunday offering to outreach efforts. If your church is considering this, the 
World Mission Committee has several specific recommendations for immediate needs in Kajo 
Keji. One idea to consider might be support of the return of the Bible College to Kajo Keji 
(scheduled for the spring 2007) Books $20, Chairs $25, Library tables $55, Windows $60, Huts 
(for dormitory) $275. A second idea: Bikes for clergy and mother's union $100. And/or a one-
year Secondary School Scholarships  $125. We have many other ideas. General funds or funds 
for schools are always needed. For more information call Jo Trepagnier at (W) 610-434-0155. 
Checks should be written to the Diocese of Bethlehem with a notation as to where the amount 
should be targeted. 
 
The Easter Offering of the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, will fund a well and 
pumping station for the community at Romogi in Sudan, the new site of the diocesan Cathedral, 
center and college. The well will also serve the local community. Many people have to walk 
miles to draw water and then carry the water back to their homes. May God bless our efforts to 
support the people of Kajo Keji and the mission of the church in that country. 
 
On the recent House of Bishops meeting 
A report from Bishop Paul. 
 
Presiding Bishop’s Easter Message 
“Where has God been at work during this fast? What new life can you discern? I will celebrate 
the new life that has been growing hidden in the lives of leaders in this church. We are blessed 
with leaders, lay and ordained, who are increasingly aware of their God-given ministries to lead 
this people into fuller participation in God's mission of healing the world.” The full text is here. 
The message will also be featured in the April 8 parish bulletin insert edition of Episcopal Life 
This Week. 
 
Video interview with Presiding Bishop 
Deputy for Communication Jan Nunley speaks with Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori 
about the recently concluded House of Bishops meeting. View it here. 
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Diocesan Life.April 
The April edition of Diocesan Life is available here.  
 
Parish Newsletters 
Download parish newsletters here. 
 
In April and May 
Regional Evangelism Workshops 
Download information and registration forms here. 
 
Six Churches cooperate in Easter invitation 
Download the flyer/invitation that has been sent by six churches (four in Susquehanna County 
and two nearby) to 12,400+ households in the county. It will be supported by front-page ads in 
both the Independent Weekly and the Pennysaver Weekender sent free to all the households in 
the region. 
 
Religion and ethics resources on the war in Iraq 
We recently marked the fourth anniversary of the Iraq war, a conflict that has been steeped in 
issues of religion, ethics and values from the start. The Religion Newswriters Association, at its 
website, offers a guide to the issues and experts who can add perspective to daily reporting about 
the war and its unwelcome fourth anniversary. 
 
Fast Facts 
A few very helpful pages of Fast Facts and a glossary of terms can be found here. 
 
A Triduum and Workshop invitation 
Father Pat Malloy has heard from some members of our diocesan community that, as much as 
they would like to celebrate the Triduum as it is prescribed in the Prayer Book, it is not "on the 
radar screen" of most members of the parish. The Vestry of Grace Church, therefore, would like 
to invite those who do not celebrate the Triduum in their home parishes but would like to, to 
worship with the Grace community for the three days. The services on Thursday and Friday will 
be at 7:30, and the Saturday evening Easter Vigil will be at 8:00. A workshop on “taking it home” 
will be hosted by Grace the following Thursday evening, 6:00 to 9:00. If you plan to attend the 
workshop, please let Father Malloy know by Monday of Holy Week. He would also be happy to 
provide additional information. Download context here. Also see Fire in the City. 
 
Brass Roots Trio at St.Anne’s 
Everyone who heard the Brass Roots Trio at St. Anne’s, Trexlertown, last fall was enthralled with 
their virtuosity and spirituality. They will return at 4 p.m. on April 1—Palm Sunday—to present 
“The Way of the Cross: A Lenten Musical Meditation.” Their program consists of readings 
interspersed with the trio’s inspiring arrangements of familiar hymns. There is no admission 
charge and all are invited to a reception afterward. [Barbara Loeffler, for St. Anne’s] 
 
In the News 
To keep up with Episcopal Church news and how our church is faring in news coverage across 
the country, even around the world, you may find the following resources helpful: (1) Episcopal 
Life Online, where you will find far more than you might think its title suggests, (2) epiScope, a 
look at what the secular media is saying about The Episcopal Church, providing us with the 
capacity to see ourselves as others see us  (3) Daily Episcopalian, (4) Thinking Anglicans, (5) 
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Anglicans Online, The first four are updated daily, at times hourly. AnglicansOnline is updated 
weekly, usually late Sunday evenings. 
 
Single-payer solution 
An editorial on the “single-payer solution,” Philadelphia Inquirer, gives a good explanation of SB 
300, the Family and Business Health Security Act. [Thanks to Diana Marshall for this pointer.] 
 
Choosing Peace Over Stress 
“The kids and the dog hadn't randomly chosen that particularly busy morning to bounce off the 
walls. Instead, they were mirrors of my own crazed state: As I went off center, so did they. It 
suddenly dawned on me that the best way to change their behavior was to change mine.” Read 
Choosing Peace Over Stress: Life lessons from a scientist and mom. [Thanks to Diana Marshall 
for this pointer.] 
 
Pray for … 
April 1: St. Mark’s Church, Moscow. The Rev. Earl P. Trygar, Sr., rector. Calendar and prayer 
cycle for April. Pray for Rowan, Archbishop of Canterbury; Katharine, our Presiding Bishop; 
Andrew, Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada; and Paul, our Bishop. Pray for the House of 
Bishops as it meets in Texas, March 16-21. 
 
Bishop Paul will speak at ECW Annual Meeting 
May 9, Kirby House, Glen Summit. Topic: “Women of the Bible.” Cost of Spring Meeting is 
$12.00, payable to “Diocesan ECW.” Mail to Catherine Jeffery, 1839 Ulster Road, Allentown, 
PA. Phone: 610-868-6682. Submit name of each person attending. Registration is at 9:30 am; 
closing prayer at 2:30 pm. Refreshments, lunch, and program. Deadline for registration, April 22.  
Registrations will not be accepted after that date.  
 
Bulletin Inserts 
This week's topics for the popular "Episcopal Life This Week" inserts for parish leaflets and 
newsletters are Palm Sunday, Good Friday Offering and the ministry of Anglicans in the Diocese 
of Jerusalem and the Middle East. An accompanying multi-media presentation will be available 
on Friday. 
 
400 years 
Starting in April, the country will be observing the 400th anniversary of the English settlement in 
Jamestown, Virginia. The Episcopal Church will be playing a major part in this historical event, 
and many organizations and groups will be marking the 400th with conferences and observances. 
An article on this topic will be featured in Episcopal Life Online. Check this link for info, 
references and resources. 
 
Listening Process available online 
The culmination of months of work on what is known as "The Listening Process," – a 
commitment to listen to the experience of homosexual people, begun in response to the mandate 
of Lambeth Conference 1998 Resolution 1.10, and subsequent Primates Meetings -- is now set 
out on the Anglican Communion website for use around the Anglican world. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr. Rowan Williams, has said that the churches of the Anglican Communion must be 
safe places for gay and lesbian people. His comments come in a welcome to this interim report. 
 
Presiding Bishop’s Homily 
There are several gems in the PB’s homily at the closing Eucharist of the House of Bishops. Read 
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it all here. 
 
Back issues 
Find recent back editions of newSpin: 070324, 070318, 070306, 070302, 070219, 070218
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
  Bookmark it on your browser. 
 
[newSpin, published three to six times monthly, is intended especially clergy, elected or appointed members 
of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list. 
Send your email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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