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Patient prophecy in an elevator 
“The beginning of compassion is dealing with ourselves, with our resistance to thinking and 
acting outside of what is comfortable to us ... The patient prophet has to overcome the need for 
instant closure, decision or results. Such patience is not to be mistaken for a lack of concern or 
urgency. it simply recognizes and respects the varying rates at which individuals grow.” 
Download Bishop Paul's March column for secular newspapers at our blog. 
 
Clarks Summit: From the rector 
I would guess that few of you have been pouring over the many ‘blogs’ that have kept us up-to-
date, nearly minute by minute, of the goings on in Tanzania. Perhaps some of you aren’t aware 
that the Primates of the Anglican Communion (an as-yet undefined entity) met in Africa last 
weekend, to try to wrestle some of our differences to the ground. On the whole, they failed. [Read 
Father Craig Sweeney’s “From the rector” reflection in the March edition of the newsletter of 
Epiphany, Clarks Summit.] 
 
The Good, the Bad and the Rest 
Read Father Andy Gerns’ take on the Primates’ Meeting. 
 
epiScope 
The best place to go for news and information about the Episcopal Church. Don’t miss it.  
 
Christophany 
This year's Christophany in the Springtime retreat is set for April 13-15 at Spruce Lake Retreat in 
Canadensis in the Pocono mountains. This spiritual adventure is for youth from the Diocese of 
Bethlehem and friends, grades 7-12, and a limited number of adult helpers over the age of 24. 
Forms and information can also be found on our youth website. You might also take a look at the 
back cover page of the March edition of Diocesan Life. 
 
The Bishop is Coming! 
This Practical Guide for Bishops and Congregations, a book by Bishop Paul, is the first new 
ceremonial guide for bishops in more than 25 years and the first book of its kind aimed at helping 
congregations prepare for a bishop’s visit. A Church Publishing book. More info here. 
 
Ordination of Deacons 
Sunday, March 25 (7:00 pm) at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity. James Thibodeaux (St. 
Gabriel’s, Douglassville) and Steven Ling (Grace Church, Kingston). 
 
Wednesdays in Wilkes-Barre 
Ecumenical Services and Organ Recitals 
Since the 1920’s, St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre, has hosted an ecumenical series of services and 
organ recitals on Wednesdays during Lent. This year’s series begins Ash Wednesday: a ½-hour 
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Organ Recital at 11:30 followed at noon by a ½-hour ecumenical service and a. soup and 
sandwich lunch ($3.00). Download the schedule. 
 
A successful U2 Eucharist 
Father Peter Harer tells us the recent U2charist at Prince of Peace, Dallas, was a real 
success. “We had 70 people in attendance, over half of whom were not members of Prince of 
Peace. The best thing was that the offering, designated for support of the Millennium 
Development Goals through Episcopal Relief and Development, came to $380.” 
 
Presentation on Parish Nurse Program 
Diana Marshall will make a presentation on the Parish Nurse Program at St. Paul's, Montrose, on 
Sunday, March 18, beginning with lunch at 12:30. You are invited to attend and hear how this 
program can enhance and enrich your parish ministry and pastoral care. Enjoy a free lunch, 
engage in stimulating and imaginative conversation. Be refreshed and energized.  Praise God for 
the many blessings bestowed on our Episcopal Church. If you wish to attend, please email 
Charles Cesaretti or Judy Ochse or call Charles at 570-278-2954. 
 
Hidden Springs 
[From Rick Cluett, interim dean, Cathedral] The Cathedral Church of the Nativity has published 
the 2007 edition of Hidden Springs: Reflections for the Lenten Journey. A complementary copy 
was sent to each parish. The booklet is a production of some 40 members of the cathedral, 
including our bishop, who also graced us by providing the foreword. I believe it to be a very fine 
resource for daily meditation during Lent. We printed extra copies in case individuals are looking 
for a daily reflection resource. If anyone is interested, they can send $5 to the cathedral office in 
care of the cathedral administrator, 321 Wyandotte Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015, and we will 
send you a copy by return mail. 
 
Want to be a clown? 
The clown group of Prince of Peace, Dallas, Messengers of Joy, will present a clown workshop 
on Saturday, March 31, 9:30 to 3:00, at Dorranceton United Methodist Church, 549 Wyoming 
Avenue, Kingston. Cost is $5 per person. Bring a drink, bag lunch, a crazy shirt and hat. 
Registration deadline is March 25. More info: Call Lisa Braen, 570-299-9278.  
 
Pennsylvania State Pastors' Conference  
November 12-14, at the Hilton Harrisburg (One North Second Street). Being Christian in a Hi-
Tech Culture is the tentative title. Canon Lexa Shallcross is on the planning committee. More info 
here. 
  
A Conversation with Bishop Gene Robinson 
The DVD may be borrowed from Scott Allen or the diocesan video/DVD library … or purchased 
for $10.00 at the website of St. Thomas Parish, Washington, DC where the conversation was 
taped on July 14, 2006. At that link, you will also find a description of the program which runs 
about one hour and twenty-five minutes, 45 minutes of opening comments of Bishop Robinson 
followed by about 40 minutes of Q&A. 
 
Day 1 
The Rev. Dr. James B. Lemler, director of mission for the Episcopal Church, is featured the first 
three Sundays in Lent -- Feb. 25, March 4 and March 11 -- on “Day 1,” a nationally broadcast 
weekly radio program also accessible via podcast on the Internet at www.Day1.net. Each program 
includes a sermon preached by Lemler and a five-minute interview. More info on our blog. 
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Lenten Quiet Day on March 10 
At St. Joseph’s, Pen Argyl and St. Mary’s, Wind Gap. Led by Sister Patricia Michael Hauze and 
Kathy DeVito. 
 
Walk to Ease Abused Children’s Pain 
Children’s Ministries of the Diocese of Bethlehem will sponsor an April 21 Walk a Mile in Their 
Shoes Walk-a-Thon to benefit the Child Advocacy Centers of northeastern Pennsylvania.  The 
five-mile walk will begin at the Masonic Temple, Allentown.  Organize a team and make a 
difference in the lives of abused children throughout our region.  Visit Diobethkids.org for 
brochures, team registration forms, sponsor forms and more information to make your parish 
campaign and our diocesan Walk-a-Thon a success. 
 
Amazing Grace 
From the Episcopal Church calendar, July 30, comes a feature film that has recently opened in 
theaters. It’s “the story of William Wilberforce’s exhausting, twenty-year struggle to persuade the 
House of Commons to outlaw slavery in Great Britain.” 
 
Jazz Vespers in Douglassville 
"The "Brass Roots Trio" (horn/tenor, trumpet/flugelhorn, and piano) will present an evening of 
Jazz Vespers on Sunday, March 18, at 4:00 pm to make a joyful noise unto the Lord. Jazz 
Vespers programs have moved audiences around the world. A cross between concert and service, 
these uplifting and inspirational programs combine jazz arrangements of hymns and spirituals 
sprinkled with a few classical and baroque works along with readings from scripture and poetry. 
The service is presented as part of the 17th Annual Berks County Jazz Fest. St. Gabriel’s is proud 
to participate in this wonderful gift to the parish and the community, and invites us for an 
afternoon of sacred music in this American musical style.  
 
A Brush with God: Icon Painting Retreat 
Prayer comes in many forms; sometimes it involves words but sometimes not. For centuries 
Christians from the East have prayed with brushes and colors as they created the icons that adorn 
their churches and the prayer corners of their homes. Until recently it was very difficult to find a 
teacher to guide the beginner in the way of the icon painter but this is no longer the case. Father 
Peter Pearson, master iconographer, teacher, and author (a canonically resident priest of our 
diocese and rector in New Hope) will lead an icon workshop for beginners at the Fatima Center in 
Dalton from May 20-25. Each participant will create an icon as they follow the step by step 
process of prayer and painting. The experience is open to experienced artists as well as those who 
have no experience. All that is required is the willingness to try. The cost of the retreat is $500 
which covers room, board, supplies and instruction. For further information, visit Peter's website 
or call (412) 848-2642. 
 
Health matters 
(1) Kids shovel down more calories watching TV. (2) It may seem a quaint throwback, but 
parents and organizations are rallying around the family dinner and promoting it in a fight against 
over-scheduled lives. [Thanks to Diana Marshall for these pointers.] 
 
Christmas at Sea 
[From Canon Jane Teter] Have you begun knitting a scarf, vest, hat, socks for the mariners at 
Christmas? For knitting (and crochet) patterns go to www.seamenschurch.org. We will again 
collect items at our Convention in October. 

http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/02/lenten_quiet_da.html
http://www.diobethkis.org/
http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/10007415-amazing_grace/
http://elvis.rowan.edu/%7ekilroy/JEK/home.html
http://www.nb.net/~pearson
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/news/fullstory_45656.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/news/fullstory_45640.html
http://www.seamenschurch.org/


 
Presiding Bishop engages in a live conversation with the church 
"We are being pushed toward a decision by impatient forces within and outside this church who 
hunger for clarity. That hunger for clarity at all costs is an anxious response to discomfort in the 
face of change which characterizes all of life." Webcast gets reviews from participants, 
viewers. Watch the webcast 
 
What happened? 
Jan Nunley, who edits epiScope, suggests that we print and keep this LATimes story in our 
Prayer Book for when people  ask us what happened at the Primates’ Meeting. 
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
  Bookmark it on your browser. 
 
[newSpin, published three to six times monthly, is intended especially clergy, elected or appointed members 
of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list. 
Send your email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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