
It is right and a good and joyful thing 
always and  everywhere to give thanks. ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE  BY BISHOP PAUL V. MARSHALL 
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Patient prophecy in an elevator 

Bishop Paul Marshall 

The patient prophet has to overcome the need for instant closure, decision, or 
results. Such patience is not to be mistaken with a lack or concern or urgency. 
Rather it recognizes and respects the varying rates at which individuals grow. 

In our slightly paranoid culture, men 
think twice before speaking to a lone 
woman in an elevator, so Bill just gave 
her a sympathetic look. She responded 
to this concern, and also deflected it from 
a you-and-me thing, by saying, “I pity 
the people who have to work outdoors 
today.” Bill paused and smiled as he 
replied, “I pity the people who have to 
live outdoors today.” 

Silence fell immediately. It was quiet 
until the seventh floor. As the doors be-
gan to open, the woman said, “Those 
people could get jobs if they wanted to,” 
and hurried out of the car. 

I have field-tested this true story a 
bit. At first hearing people respond as I 
initially did, somewhat disapproving of 
the lady in the fur coat. Having spoken 
this week to someone who has been 
turned down for the lowest-paid of jobs, 
I find it easy to focus on the woman’s 
not getting it. 

Something else may have been going 
on. Bill’s few concerned words about 
the homeless had clearly gotten under 
her skin. During the ride to the seventh 
floor, she had been thinking. 

The beginning of compassion is deal-
ing with ourselves, with our resistance 
to thinking and acting outside of what is 
comfortable to us. I think the lady was 
beginning to do that thinking, and was 
doing so because of how little Bill said. 

He gave her plenty of room for think-
ing. Her defensive response indicates 
that she was doing it. I’m willing to ac-
cept the possibility that the next day she 
made a contribution to the Allentown 
Rescue Mission. 

Were his remarks inspired or “just” 
highly intuitive? I do not know, but I do 
know that the story has stayed with me. It is 
a reminder that there is more than one way 
to be a prophet, one who speaks for God. 

We are all familiar with the injunction 
in Ephesians 4 to “speak the truth in 

love,” and are each of us aware of when 
we were or were not motivated entirely 
by love when we spoke, and of times 
when one love seemed to require reject-
ing another love when speaking. 

I think here, however, about the part 
“speaking the truth.” How much is 
enough? Should Bill have preached her 
a sermon on social concerns, Jesus’ ab-
solute preference for the poor, or the 
overwhelming concern of both testaments 
for economic justice? Ought he carry tracts 
with him explaining Christian compassion? 

Well, there are occasions when those 
tactics could be perfect, and I have some 
pictures of Africa I’d like to show you. 

I would also like to show you 
some statistics about life in parts 
of Pennsylvania. 

In a year when the entire church is 
following Luke’s gospel, we will have 
to deal repeatedly with Jesus’ own cri-
tique of greed and exclusion. I think few 
would argue that as a church we could 
investigate the scriptures more thor-
oughly and more often. 

We know the saying that if the only tool 
you have is a hammer, every problem ap-
pears to be a nail. Bill’s story is a reminder 
that there is more than one tool in our kit as 
we witness, teach, or even preach. 

Sometimes it is important to inform. 
Sometimes it is important to persuade. 
Sometimes it is important to invite people 
to think new thoughts. It takes gifts to do 
any of these, but as I write this I admire 
(and envy) those who do provoke thought 
with just a few words. 

We all know the story of Jesus telling 
the rich young man that “you lack one 
thing: go and sell all you have and give 
it to the poor, and follow me.” That jav-
elin follows the announcement that 
“Jesus looked on him and loved him.” 

Jesus’ challenge came as an act of 
love, and while the young man went away 
sorrowful at the moment, we do not know 

how the story came out. The Master set 
him to thinking about what he loved most, 
what he put at the center of his existence. 

It was the right word at the right time, 
lean and effective. Jesus went on to 
speak of how much those who are com-
fortable must rely on God to find their 
way to the Kingdom. He did not suggest 
that this would happen over night. 

In both of these stories the “prophet” was 
patient. The patient prophet has to over-
come the need for instant closure, decision, 
or results. Such patience is not to be 
mistaken with a lack or concern or urgency. 
Rather it recognizes and respects the varying 
rates at which individuals grow. 

As we continue our growth as a dio-
cese that tells what we have seen and 
heard in the gospel of Christ, my friend’s 
witness in the elevator is a reminder that 
we have more than one tool. It reminds 
me that the Spirit has worked in many of 
our lives gradually and progressively, 
assisted by the patient words of others. 

One other thing. What if Bill had 
chosen simply to nod in agreement with 
the lady’s doubtlessly kind observation 
about the people working outside? 

Subtle, patient prophets teach us 
courage, too. 

On one of the coldest days we had last month, my 
friend, call him Bill, got onto an elevator in Allentown. 
Also in the elevator car was a woman who wore 
warm and expensive cloth-
ing but was still shivering a 
little from the journey from her 
cozy car to the chilly lobby. 

Goin
g u

p?
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Prison Ministry – with a twist 
It was June 2006. Trinity Church in Carbondale (Lackawanna 
County, northeast Pennsylvania) was working on a search 
profile for a priest, dealing with financial problems, trying to 
fix a leaky roof which leaked and damaged the church office, 
working on getting a computer system up and running, as 
well as the day-to-day normal operations of a church. All this 
was the workload of a novice, inexperienced vestry. Our plates 
were full. We could not handle any more. Then came the rains. 

AT TRINITY CHURCH, CARBONDALE  BY DAWN PENTECOST 

Many strands of ministry woven together 
CONFIRMATION AT TRINITY CHURCH, EASTON   BY ANDREW GERNS 

After days of non-stop rain, the 
Lackawanna River, which flows through 
Carbondale across the street from Trinity 
Church, jumped its banks and began spill-
ing over the church lawn. The police came 
to evacuate the building as the water rose. 
The river raged, picking up rocks, timber, 
and debris, and crashed through the 
ground level windows, spilling muddy 
water and debris into the basement. 

After the flood waters receded and we 
were allowed into the church, an inspection 
revealed flood waters up to the first floor. 
A financially strapped church run mostly 
by women had a disaster on their hands. 

The task of cleanup was overwhelm-
ing. Not only did we need to clean and 
disinfect the flooded areas, but we needed 
to remove all the ruined articles that had 
been stored in the basement. This included 
a furnace and heating system that had 
been destroyed. Water had seeped into the 
electrical box which needed to be repaired 
as well. A chest freezer was floating in 

the water, and a washer and dryer were 
under water. The task before us – the 
cleanup, replacing the heating system, 
and repairing the electrical system – 
was mind-boggling, not to mention the 
expense that would be involved. 

How were a handful of women go-
ing to clean up this massive flood dam-
age? How was the church going to go 
on from here? 

That was when the work-release 
team from Waymart State Correctional 
Institute stepped in and took over. 

Earlier in the year, the SCI Team had 
been at the church to help us clean away 
bamboo that was taking over the church-
yard and the parking lot. The team came 
back to help us with painting the church 
hall, and again to help us varnish the 
wood paneling, pews, and doors in the 
church itself. The women of the church 
had been interacting with the SCI work 
release team, feeding them breakfast, 
snacks, and lunch. The women and the 

workers came to know each other on a 
first-name basis and looked forward to 
seeing each other the next time they came 
to help out at the church. 

One woman mentioned that the work-
ers were about the same age as her son. 
But by the grace of God, it could have 
been her son. Sometimes, the work release 
team members varied. One worker from 
SCI was heard telling a new addition to 
the work team as they walked through the 
church that “this was their church.” It 
made the people at Trinity feel so proud 
to know that these men had such a respect 
and kinship with us. 

So, two days after the flood, after con-
tacting Waymart SCI to see if they would 
be able to help us with the cleanup, the 
SCI work-release team showed up. They 
actually had other jobs scheduled for that 
time, but knowing what a state we were 
in, they did not want to make Trinity wait 
for help in cleaning up. They hauled garbage 
out of the cellar, all the ruined appliances 
and lawn machines, filling the dumpsters 
in the parking lot.   They cleaned and dis-
infected the two flooded cellars. While 
cleaning and disinfecting inside the crawl 
space, they found a leak in a sewer pipe. 
Trinity had a sewer problem for years. We 
could never find where the problem origi-
nated. Now we were able to fix the sewer 
problem as well as our heating problem. 

The women looked forward to hosting 
the work crew, and the work crew looked 
forward to coming to the church. The 
mood at the church began to become much 
more hopeful as the workers were able to 
complete the much needed cleaning. Other 
buildings on the same street were declared 

uninhabit-
able due to 
toxic mold 
from the 
flood, but 
Trinity was 
clean and 
free from 
mold, thanks to the hard work of the SCI 
crew.  The women were busy baking and 
cooking to reward the workers for the 
hard work. The workers in turn felt very 
protective of the church and wanted to do 
the best job that they could. 

As a church community, we would like 
to think that we were able to minister to 
the SCI work team. “You may be the only 
Gospel that someone else reads,” some 
have said. Hopefully we ministered by ex-
ample to the SCI work crew. However, the 
benefits of their ministry to us far out-
weigh what we gave in return. It is indeed 
humbling to be ministered to in such a way 
as the SCI crew ministered to us, when 
under normal circumstances you would 
expect that it would be the other way 
around. 

We owe a tremendous debt to the 
Waymart SCI work crew. We would not 
have been able to emerge from the flood 
if it were not for their help.   And emerge 
we did, a better and stronger church, 
thanks to the ministry of the SCI work 
crew to the church at 58 River Street, 
Carbondale, PA. 

Someone has also said that life is what 
happens while you are making other plans. 
Dawn Pentecost is clerk of the vestry at Trinity 
Church, Carbondale. 

Bishop Paul Marshall came to Trinity on 
the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul and 
confirmed six young people and eight adults 
during an evening liturgy. The liturgy was a 
weaving together of several strands of 
ministry taking place all at once at Trinity. 

The liturgy was notable because it was 
Bishop Paul’s first confirmation in Span-
ish since becoming Bishop of Bethlehem 
ten years ago. There were other notable 
threads coming together in this one liturgy. 

The first strand was the variety of dif-
ferent confirmation classes Trinity held be-
fore this liturgy. The youth class had been 
meeting for a year and was led by Pete 
Olieman and Mike Burke. This class used 
the text “My Faith, My Life” written by 
Cathedral member (and former Trinitarian) 
Jenifer Gamber. 

Father Gerns led two adult classes, one 
in English and one in Spanish using The 
Discovery Series: A Christian Journey, a 
video based classed developed by the Dio-
cese of Texas with versions in both En-
glish and Spanish. 

Another ministry thread that was wo-
ven in the liturgy was the presence of Epis-
copal students from Lafayette College. 
This past year Trinity has initiated a new 
ministry at Lafayette College in coopera-
tion with the Office of Religious Life. 

The most obvious ministry thread was 
shown in the bilingual English-Spanish lit-
urgy. The Spanish Confirmation class grew 
out of a small but growing Hispanic/Latino 
portion of our congregation that began 
coming to Trinity two years ago. 

Part of the preparation included a visit 
of the Hispanic/Latino missioner of the 
Episcopal Church. On January 6, the Rev. 
Anthony Guillen, came from New York 
to lead a weekend retreat for the Hispanic/ 
Latino Class. He also preached at all 
weekend liturgies and led the adult forum 
to teach the English speaking congrega-
tion about Hispanic/Latino ministry. The 
Hispanic/Latino class joined the rest of the 
parish for the Trinity Family Feast on 
Epiphany evening. 

The Hispanic/Latino class includes the 
Rev. Lic Canot and his wife Camelia, 
Miquel and Doris Sanchez-Lambana and 
their son, Michael. All have many gifts for 
ministry which have blessed our community. 

Lic Canot is an experienced church- 
planter and missioner. He served for many 
years in the Lutheran Church. Their work 
continues in Easton with the formation of 
a new Hispanic Mission of Easton, an in-
dependent congregation. We are discern-
ing God’s will to see if this mission might 
become an Episcopal congregation. 

During his sermon, Bishop Paul thanked 
Trinity for our welcome of this small 
group of Hispanics into our common life. 
He told us that we don’t know where God 
is taking us in this ministry, but that it is 
very important that we try. He compared 
our ministry to the mission of the Apostle 
Paul, who took the Gospel to people of 
different languages and cultures. 

The liturgy was spoken in both English 
and Spanish. Some parts were repeated in 
both languages, and other parts were pri-

marily in one language. Music was cho-
sen to appeal to both cultures. 

Those confirmed were Jensen 
Appleman, Elizabeth Burke, Lic Canot, 
Camelia Canot, Matthew Dunfee, Tyler 
Fedorczyk, Tracy Krajczar, Doris 
Lombana, Paul McCarthy, Miquel Sanchez 
, Brian Saylor, Sean Siddons, Heather 
Todak, Mary Ellen Voden. 
Father Andrew Gerns is rector of Trinity, chair of 
the diocesan Evangelism Commission and member 
of Diocesan Council and the Incorporated Trustees. 

Dawn Pentecost 


