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A word about newSpin 
newSpin comes in two forms: (1) the newsletter you receive three to seven times monthly by 
virtue of being a member of our diocesan news list, and (2) our diocesan blog which is often 
updated daily. The first comes to you. You have to reach out for the second. 
 
A word about epiScope 
This wonderful new blog may be the best place to go for news and information about the 
Episcopal Church. Don’t miss it. It’s likely that the similarity is purely coincidental, but newSpin 
is nevertheless delighted to have been first to unveil the uppercase “S” in the middle. ☺ 
 
Bishop Paul’s Lenten Pastoral Letter 
Bishop Paul's Lenten Pastoral, Support the Presiding Bishop this Lent, was published in the 
February edition of Diocesan Life. A modified version, edited for a general readership under the 
title, Save the World in an Ordinary Way, has been published this month in at least seven 
newspapers throughout northeastern Pennsylvania. 
 
Diocesan Committee Appointments 
The following people have agreed to serve on diocesan committees where vacancies had existed. 
On the Incorporated Trustees: The Rev. Craig Sweeney, rector of the Church of the Epiphany, 
Clarks Summit. Mrs. Beverley Donecker, senior warden at St. Stephens, Whitehall. Mrs. 
Elizabeth House, senior warden at Grace Church, Allentown. On Diocesan Council: Mr. 
Kenneth Rider,St. Stephen’s, Whitehall. On the Standing Committee: The resignations from the 
Standing Committee of The Rev. Canon Walter Krieger and The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane 
Romeril were received and accepted with regret.  The Rev. Peter Harer, rector of Prince of Peace 
Church, Dallas, and The Rev. Andy Gerns, rector of Trinity Church, Easton, will fill the unexpired 
terms. 
 
Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference 
At St. Stephen's, Wilkes-Barre on Saturday, March 3. The brochure includes a description of 
workshops, a map and a registration form to complete and return by regular mail before February 
22. The workshops will be:  (1) Wardens/Vestry, (2)Lay Eucharistic Ministers and Visitors, (3) 
Planned Giving, (4) Planning and Preaching Holy Week and Easter, (5) Treasurers, (6) AWE .. 
Kids. Hard copy will be sent to parishes. 
 
The Bishop is Coming! 
This Practical Guide for Bishops and Congregations, a book by Bishop Paul, is the first new 
ceremonial guide for bishops in more than 25 years and the first book of its kind aimed at helping 
congregations prepare for a bishop’s visit. A Church Publishing book. More info here. 
 
Knitting or Crocheting for Cancer Patients 
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[From Laura Howell] Last fall, when my mother began treatment for lymphoma, fashion became 
a burning issue in our family. The chemo she is taking has made her lose her hair. When we 
looked for caps for her, we found that many of them were ugly, scratchy or very expensive.  It's 
bad enough to be losing your hair, without looking like a frump!  So I began knitting. This site 
has many patterns for knitted and crocheted chemo caps for men, women and children. 
 
I have been making The 'No-Hair-Day' Hairy Chemo Cap in a variety of colors and styles  
(pattern here) and my mother is living in them. A number of the other folks at her cancer center 
have asked for them, and people on the street having been stopping her, asking where she got the 
cap (without knowing it is a "cancer cap") .  The centers that she attends say they are desperate 
for comfortable and stylish chemo caps. 
 
If anyone would like to make caps for cancer patients, I have a variety of patterns and 
recommendations for yarn. The keys are that the yarns be very soft for newly hair-free sensitive 
scalps, and washable. No scratchy metallic threads or wools, please. If you would like to join in 
this effort to send prayers for healing and comfort in a tangible fashion, please let me know. If 
you do knit or crochet caps, I will be glad to send on any caps to Cancer Centers who need them. 
 
PS: My mother is doing well. Peace, 
Laura [The Rev. Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B., Trinity, Bethlehem] 
 
Kajo Keji: What is God calling us to do? 
Charlie Barebo was one of four Diocese of Bethlehem representatives on the January mission trip 
to Kajo Keji. “Five years ago our beloved Bishop asked me to help spearhead a capital campaign 
to develop a camp and conference center,” he said during a sermon he preached yesterday at St. 
Anne’s, Trexlertown. “A funny thing happened on the way to our camp and conference center. I 
woke up one morning in the Sudan.” Read the sermon here. 
 
West Pittston Parish launches new world mission 
Trinity Episcopal Church, West Pittston, launched a new ministry on Sunday, February 18. 
Project Friendship: Helping Hand To Haiti became one more of several established local 
and global mission outreach projects of the West Pittston Borough church at the corner of Spring 
and Montgomery. Read it all here. 
 
At St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre 
Ecumenical Services and Organ Recitals 
Since the 1920’s, St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre, has hosted an ecumenical series of services and 
organ recitals on Wednesdays during Lent. This year’s series begins Ash Wednesday: a ½-hour 
Organ Recital at 11:30 followed at noon by a ½-hour ecumenical service and a. soup and 
sandwich lunch ($3.00). On Ash Wednesday, Mark Laubach will present the organ recital, 
including works by Johann Sebastian Bach, Marcel Dupré, and Max Reger. Download the 
schedule. 
 
On Day 1 
The Rev. Dr. James B. Lemler, director of mission for the Episcopal Church, is featured the first 
three Sundays in Lent -- Feb. 25, March 4 and March 11 -- on “Day 1,” a nationally broadcast 
weekly radio program also accessible via podcast on the Internet at www.Day1.net. Each program 
includes a sermon preached by Lemler and a five-minute interview. More info on our blog. 
 
Lenten Quiet Day on March 10 
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At St. Joseph’s, Pen Argyl and St. Mary’s, Wind Gap. Led by Sister Patricia Michael Hauze and 
Kathy DeVito. 
 
Lectio Divina presentation in Montrose 
Sister Mary Eleanor of the Sisters of Mercy and a member of the Scranton RC Diocese Cursillo 
Team will present Lectio Divina (Sacred Reading) on Saturday, March 3, 2007 from 10:00 am till 
noon in the Grace Room beneath the rectory at Holy Name of Mary Church in Montrose.  Lectio 
Divina is a Latin term for a way of reading holy scripture and goes back to the early church 
Fathers and Mothers. This presentation is sponsored by a local Montrose group that does 
Centering Prayer on Thursday afternoons. Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina are two 
contemplative prayer methods. All are welcome. More info: Al Leigh, St. Paul’s, Montrose, email 
or 570-278-0205. 
 
Fox Faith Churches 
Old friend and communication colleague Eric Shafer recently posted the following note on the 
national ELCA Communicators list: “Fox Faith Churches (www.foxfaithchurches.com) has 
written to some/many pastors, offering to "install a DirecTV satellite system in your church for 
free and give you basic service for free."  Their reason for doing this is "so they can show you 
their movies via satellite" before their release in theatres. "There are no strings attached and no 
contracts to sign." More details and the sign up form are on their Web site, 
www.foxfaithchurches.com. I have signed up, partly to see what happens. You may want to 
check this out, too.” Once the communication person for the NEPA Lutheran Synod, then the 
communication exec for ELCA nationally, Eric is now senior pastor at Trinity Lutheran in 
Lansdale. This is not an endorsement – neither from Eric nor from me – but if one of our 
churches decides to look into this, I’d like to hear more. 
 
Grantseeking 
The following websites may be helpful to those doing research for grants: The Foundation Center 
in NYC may be the best. At that site, you will also find the cooperating collections in 
Pennsylvania that provide access to excellent Foundation Center search tools without your having 
to pay the big bucks to do personal research online. Local cooperating collections, I believe, are 
in Hazleton, Pittston, Northampton, Reading and Allentown. A Fundraising and Grants Directory. 
The Chronicle of Philanthropy. Grant Seeking and Writing Resources. Philanthropy News Digest 
  
PB calls for marking of ONE Sunday  
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori is calling congregations to commemorate "ONE 
Sunday" on February 25, the First Sunday in Lent.  "ONE Sunday" is an effort to join 
congregations in prayer and reflection for people living in extreme poverty worldwide. 
Episcopalians are also encouraged to advocate for the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) and rally with others who are members of ONE Episcopalian, a grassroots partnership 
between the Episcopal Church and the ONE Campaign. Read more here. 
 
A few Shrove Tuesday Pancake Suppers, Feb. 20 
Cathedral, Bethlehem: 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. with pancakes, eggs and sausage in the Sayre Hall 
Dining Room. St. Andrew's, Bethlehem/Allentown: 1900 Pennsylvania Ave. (near Catasauqua 
Rd.), will serve a traditional pancake supper from 5 to 7 p.m. $5 for adults, $2.50 for children 11 
and younger. Proceeds will support the ministry and outreach of the parish's Youth Group. Phone 
610 865-3603 for reservations. Visit www.standrewsbethlehem.org for more information. Grace, 
Allentown: 5th and Linden Streets, 4:30 pm to 7:00 pm. $6 for adults, and $3.50 for children ages 
6-12. Children ages 5 and under are free.  Takeouts are available. Make reservations by calling 
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610-435-0782 or pay at the door. Trinity, West Pittston: Pancake, Egg and Sausage Dinner. 
Takeouts and seating from 3:30 to 7:00. Adults, $6; children age 10 and under, $3. Tickets 
available at the door. 
 
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
(Bookmark it on your browser.) 
[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration… The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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