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Cathedral gives it all away … again 
For eight consecutive years, the Cathedral Church of the Nativity has given away its entire 
Christmas offering. This year’s offering, to date, has reached $9,600. For the past six years, the 
Cathedral has also given away its entire Easter offering.  
 
“It is the tradition and practice of this cathedral,” interim dean Rick Cluett wrote this year to 
parishioners, “to give the entire Christmas offering to ministries outside the cathedral that are 
working to bring God’s kingdom into the lives of God’s people.  This year the vestry has 
designated the offering to go toward work with children living in poverty. The vestry has 
designated New Bethany Ministries located in our own neighborhood and the Diocese of Kajo 
Keji in Sudan as recipients of this offering because we know well the need of the children they 
serve and their ability to offer care, compassion and the love of Christ. The offering will go 
equally to these ministries for their work with children; children close at hand and children in the 
war weary land of Southern Sudan.”  
 
Among the beneficiaries over the years: Episcopal Relief and Development, New Bethany 
Ministries, the Diocese of Kajo Keji, AIDS Ministry in Swaziland, Habitat for Humanity, Center 
City Ministries in Bethlehem, the South Bethlehem Neighborhood Center, the Salvation Army, 
the Heifer Project, the Kids4Peace peace program of St. George’s College in Jerusalem, and the 
Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East. 
 
Five from Diocese of Bethlehem will leave for Sudan tomorrow 
Five representatives from the Diocese of Bethlehem will begin their mission trip to Sudan 
tomorrow (Thursday). A grueling two-day journey will take Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow, 
Mr. Charles Barebo, chair of the feasibility study for the capital campaign, Dr. Randall Fegley, 
Mrs. Connie Fegley and Mrs. Jo Trepagnier from our diocesan World Mission committee to the 
tiny Diocese of Kajo Keji on the southern Sudanese/Ugandan border. They will spend six days in 
meetings with representatives of the Diocese of Kajo Keji, the Mothers’ Union, an orphanage, 
some of the seven schools our diocese is supporting, an the Canon Beniah Poggo Memorial 
College. They will also travel to as many parts of the Diocese of Kajo Keji as possible, 
immersing themselves in the life of that diocese … meeting, planning, praying and worshipping 
together. Download the story and photos here. 
 
Epiphany at the Cathedral 
The Cathedral Church of the Nativity will host a display of Nativity Sets and High Tea on 
Epiphany, Saturday, January 6, at 3:30pm, followed by Epiphany Holy Eucharist at 
5:00pm.  Parishioners, members of the Diocese and the general public are invited. 
 
Order of St. Luke in Whitehall 
The inaugural meeting of the Order of St. Luke at St. Stephen’s, Whitehall, will take place on 
Saturday, January 6, after the 9:00 a.m. Eucharist. This interdenominational Order, for clergy and 
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laity, celebrates the healing ministries of Christ. All are welcome. Please contact Father John 
Wagner by email, cell (484-809-0008) or home phone (610-767-7093). 
 
Bishop’s Day with Youth 
Saturday, January 27. An afternoon of fellowship with Bishop Paul and one another, beginning 
with lunch at Camelback Mountain. After snowtubing and hot chocolate, we will move on to 
Christ Church, Stroudsburg for dinner and a U2 Eucharist. Youth grades 7-12 are invited to 
attend – and to bring a friend.  Deadline for registration is January 8. For more info, see our 
blog. For the necessary forms, see the youth website..  
 
Diocesan Youth Mission Trip 
July 27 to August 4 in New Orleans, to assist in the continuing efforts of Hurricane Katrina 
Relief. Informational meetings, January 14 (Montrose) and 21 (Bethlehem). Applications due by 
February 1. More information here. 
 
Walk a Mile 
Brochures and Participation Guides to run Walk a Mile in your congregation are available at 
www.diobethkids.org.  Each guide contains everything necessary for a parish to establish Mile 
Markers including suggestion to help learn about children’s needs, what to collect to fill shoe 
rack, and who to call in your community to donate collected items. Information about the 
diocesan Walk a Mile walk-a-thon will be available in the very near future. 
 
Donna Trebilcox 
The Rev. Donna Trebilcox will be instituted as rector of St. George’s Church, Lee, Mass., on 
Wednesday, January 17, at 7 p.m. Father Andy Gerns, rector of Trinity, Easton, will preach. 
 
Visibility for your church 
In an attempt to give our congregations greater visibility in Diocesan Life and on our blog and 
website, I invite rectors/senior wardens/vestries to write something along the following lines. 
Please use this as a guide. You need not respond to every question, and you may add 
questions/topics. (1) What do you want to tell the world about the ministry of your church? (2) 
What are your plans for growing the church? (3) Why might draw me, as a newcomer to your 
area, to want to be a member of your church? (4) What might I, as a newcomer, be invited to do 
… after some orientation? (5) Say something about your partnership in the diocesan community. 
(6) Say something about your ministry/partnership in your local community 
 
I will publish a story/feature from the information I receive, immediately on our blog and website 
… and as soon as possible in Diocesan Life. Bylines will be given to the person or persons who 
prepare the story. If you wish, you may send several perspectives on any or all of the 
topics/questions, i.e., from the rector, the senior warden, another vestry person or member of the 
parish. (In any event, however, I’d like the rector or, in parishes without a rector, the senior 
warden to sign off on whatever is sent.) Interesting photos, with captions, are welcome. If I 
receive your material by January 10, it’s likely that it will be in the February edition of Diocesan 
Life. If you think you can meet that deadline, please clue me in by January 5. Beyond that, don’t 
concern yourself with deadlines. I’ll work with what you send when you send it. Please call or 
email me with any questions you might have about this. 
 
New bulletin insert series  
Suggested for use this Sunday, the first in a 10-part series of Sunday bulletin inserts highlights the 
United Nations' eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and ways in which the Episcopal 
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Church is committed to their realization. The series has installments for the Sundays from 
January 7 to March 11. Available in either English or Spanish, the inserts may be downloaded 
and duplicated for insertion in parish bulletins and service leaflets. They are accessible also from 
the ENS website under the Weekly Bulletin Inserts button on the right side of the page. The 
inserts are black-and-white and come in two sizes: half of an 8.5" by 11" sheet double-sided and a 
full 8.5" by 11" one-sided in PDF format. 
 
Diocesan Life 
You may download the January edition of Diocesan Life here. 
 
Trinity Institute 
God's Unfinished Future – Why It Matters Now 
The featured presenters at this year's conference, January 22-24, are Jurgen Moltmann, professor 
of theology at Tubingen University, Germany, the Rev. Barbara Rossing, TH.D, professor of 
New Testament at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Chicago, the Rev. Professor Peter 
Gomes, Harvard University, and James Carroll, novelist and ethicist. Watch it at your computer 
(no charge) or with a group at Zion's Lutheran Church, 5901 Old Kings Highway South, Old 
Zionsville. Cost to attend the event at Zion’s Lutheran is $35.00. For more information 
concerning the arrangements there, contact Pastor Martin Milne at zions@ptd.net. Also, find 
information here on how to watch Trinity Institute at your own computer. 
 
ReelFaith  
A faith-based look at the latest films. Updated each Friday.  
 
My Faith, My Life 
Jenifer Gamber’s confirmation preparation book, My Faith, My Life: A Teen's Guide to the 
Episcopal Church, will get a second printing in a few months, with a forward by Presiding 
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori. The book is available at Morehouse, Amazon. and other online 
booksellers. A leader’s guide for confirmation may be downloaded here. More information at 
Jenifer’s website, MyFaithMyLife. 
 
Alzheimer's caregiving: Maintain your support network 
Alzheimer's caregiving is a tough, tough job. The physical demands and the emotional strains are 
exhausting. Before you know it, you've drifted away from your family and friends — at a time 
when you need them the most. Not only can this be harmful to your physical and mental health, 
but it also can affect the quality of the care you provide. Caregiver burnout is one of the main 
reasons people with Alzheimer's are placed in nursing homes. Read it all here. 
 
The Future Shape of Ministry – March 9 
Lectures by William Willimon, Friday, March 9 (9:30 to 2:30) at Moravian College. Free. The 
implications of the greatly changed and rapidly changing ecclesiological landscape for the 
practice of Christian pastoral ministry. Register online.  More information here. 
 
Reaching the Generation of Learned Skeptics and Cultured Despisers – April 13 
Lectures on evangelism by Thomas Bandy, Friday, April 13 (9:30 to 2:30) at Moravian College. 
Free. The very different questions about religion asked by church members, people of Christian 
memory, and those spiritually yearning in the culture at large. Register online. More information 
here. 
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[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration… The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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