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one of 38 self-governing na-
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munion, 110 dioceses and ju-
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and Central America. Some 100 of 

these are dioceses within the U.S. 
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Our decision not to consent 
December 7, 2006 

President of the Convention 
Diocese of South Carolina 
A majority of all the members of the Standing Committee of the Diocese of Bethlehem, 
having been duly convened at Bethlehem, PA, fully sensible how important it is that 
the Sacred Order and Office of a Bishop should not be unworthily conferred and firmly 
persuaded that it is our duty to bear testimony of this solemn occasion without partiality, 
do, in the presence of Almighty God, testify that we have denied consent to the election of the 
Reverent Mark Joseph Lawrence as Bishop Diocesan for the Diocese of South Carolina 

Robert C. Wilkins, President 
Standing Committee, Diocese of Bethlehem 

On September 16, 2006, the Diocese 
of South Carolina elected Father Mark 
Lawrence, rector in the Diocese of San 
Joaquin, to be their bishop. His conse-
cration is planned for February 24, 2007. 
Notice was sent from the Diocese of 
South Carolina on September 18. 

According to Article II, Section 2 of 
the Constitution and Canons of the Epis-
copal Church, “No one shall be ordained 
and consecrated Bishop … without the 
consent of a majority of the Standing 
Committees of all the Dioceses, and the 
consent of a majority of the Bishops of 
this Church exercising jurisdiction.” 
That majority must be achieved within 
120 days of notice of election. 

The decision to consent or to with-
hold consent is made separately by the 
bishop and the standing committee. 

At its meeting of December 6, 2006, 
the Standing Committee of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem voted unanimously not to 
consent to the election of Mark Joseph 
Lawrence as bishop of the Diocese of 
South Carolina. 

The provision for “consent” has been 
compared to the process whereby the 
U. S. Senate gives or denies consent to 
presidential selections of court justices. 
Extending the analogy, one might say that 
consent should not be withheld except 
for compelling reasons. Only twelve 
elections have failed to receive consent 
in the history of the Episcopal Church, 
none in more than 50 years 

Because our diocesan community 
elected us to exercise this authority, we 
want you to know why we did not con-
sent. 

Notwithstanding our varied theologi-
cal positions, all of our members were 
firmly opposed to consenting to the elec-
tion of Father Lawrence. His own words, 
stated variously in several places, indi-
cate that he would not be able to “guard 
the faith, unity and discipline of the 
Church,” a vow required in the ordina-
tion service of a bishop. It is not any 
theological position Father Lawrence 
holds that urged this decision upon us. 
It is rather our concern for the unity of 
the Episcopal Church. 

According to Episcopal News Ser-
vice, “Both South Carolina and San 
Joaquin are part of a group of seven 
dioceses, out of the church’s 110 dio-
ceses and one convocation of European 
congregations, that have requested a 
relationship with a primate of the Angli-
can Communion other than the Presid-
ing Bishop of the Episcopal Church, cit-
ing 2003 and 2006 General Convention 
actions. The process is being called al-
ternative primatial oversight. 

Asked if the Presiding Bishop would 
be welcome to preside at his consecra-
tion, Father Lawrence said that “would 
be a most unwelcome situation for the 
vast majority of priests and laypersons 
of the Diocese of South Carolina.” 

Asked further if he would recognize 
Katharine Jefferts Schori as Presiding 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church and as 
his Primate, Father Lawrence evaded the 
question, saying simply that he recog-
nized her “as the legitimately elected 
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church,” and that he recognized also that 
“her actions as bishop of Nevada in 
condoning same sex blessings … put 
her in violation of the Windsor Report 
and, consequently, compromise her 
ability to function in primatial author-
ity and relationship.” 

Considering the current nature of the 
Windsor Report, one cannot be “in vio-
lation” of it, though one can act in viola-
tion of the Constitution and Canons of 
the Episcopal Church. We heard Father 
Lawrence’s answer as non-responsive. 

To a question about what his response 
would be if the convention of the Dio-
cese of South Carolina voted to leave 
the Episcopal Church, Father Lawrence 
said, “I don’t think that speculative ques-
tions of this nature … are either reason-
able or helpful.” 

We heard that as a refusal to respond 
to a question we thought had to be asked, 
and answered. 

To the question whether he would 
“uphold the doctrine, discipline and 
worship of the Episcopal Church as now 
constituted,” Father Lawrence said “nei-
ther the Standing Committee of South 
Carolina nor I have made plans to leave 
the Episcopal Church.” 

We would have been encouraged if 
Father Lawrence had a plan not to leave 
the Episcopal Church. 

Some may ask why we would not 

consent to the election by South Carolina 
of Father Lawrence as their bishop when 
the Episcopal Church consented to New 
Hampshire’s election of Canon Gene 
Robinson. 

We consider the consent question to 
be an ecclesiological, not a theological, 
question. Neither Father Lawrence’s nor 
Canon Robinson’s theology is relevant 
to the consent process. 

Had Canon Robinson been as unclear 
or cavalier about his willingness to re-
main at table with those who disagreed 
with him, even defaming his character, it 
is likely he would not have received the 
required consents for him to be a bishop. 

The crucial difference between the 
ecclesiology of these two men is that 
one clearly indicated that he would not 
work for reconciliation within a church 
with whom his own theology and under-
standing of scripture disagrees. Father 
Lawrence’s own words suggest rather 
that he would work with those who 
would expel the Episcopal Church from 
the Anglican Communion. 

We do not see how Father Lawrence 
can claim to promise to uphold the doc-
trine, discipline and worship of the Epis-
copal Church. He would see himself as 
a bishop of the Anglican Communion 
and not of the Episcopal Church. How-
ever, we are only in the Anglican Com-
munion by virtue of our being a part of 
the Episcopal Church. 

Though our decision not to consent 
to the election of Father Lawrence was 
unanimous, we want to be sure that you 
know also how difficult it is for us. It 
was difficult not because we think we 
could have arrived at a different deci-
sion, but because the election of Father 
Lawrence by the Diocese of South Caro-
lina presented us with a lose-lose event 
in the life of our church and relation-
ships within our church that this event 
will make so much more distressing. 

Thank you for reading and consider-
ing our explanation for the decision we 
made. 
The Standing Committee, Diocese of Bethlehem 
Mr. Robert C. Wilkins, President 
The Rev. T. Scott Allen 
Mrs. Connie Archer 
Mrs. Laura C. Drum 
Mrs. Elizabeth House 
The Rev. Canon Anne E. Kitch 
The Rev. Canon Walter L. Krieger 
The Rev. Canon Bill Lewellis 
The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril 
Dr. Edwin Schatkowski 

At its meeting 
of December 6, 2006, 

the Standing Committee 
of the Diocese 

of Bethlehem voted 
unanimously 
not to consent 

to the election of 
Mark Joseph Lawrence 
as bishop of the Diocese 

of South Carolina. 
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From the flood and back 
AT ST. MARK’S, NEW MILFORD  BY CHARLES CESARETTI 

It was like a family reunion as 175 
senior citizens and their guests arrived 
at the parish hall of St. Mark’s Church, 
New Milford, for the annual Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner sponsored by the Good News 
Lunch on November 18. 

The hall was abuzz with greetings as 
the guests gathered, but the real topic 
of conversation was the renovated par-
ish hall, which had been devastated by 
the great flood of June 29 five months 
before. 

For over three years they have been 
gathering in this same place for the 
monthly luncheon prepared by the four 
local congregations. As they sat down 
to enjoy the traditional holiday dinner, 
beginning with a blessing, there was great 
thanksgiving that they were back at their 
“home” at St. Mark’s. 

The heavy rain and wind pounded 
Northeast Pennsylvania for over a day. 
The water was running off the already 
saturated land and hillsides. Tributar-
ies continued to pump more runoff into 
the Susquehanna River, which was rap-
idly approaching flood stage. The small 
stream alongside St. Mark’s Church was 
running fast and high, and debris was 
already collecting under the bridge over 
Route 11. 

It did not take long for the water to 
spill over the banks across the lawn in-
undating the picnic benches, pounding 
down the shrubs, and pushing into the 
parish hall. Then, it rapidly advanced 
through the building and across the street 
and into the basement of the church and 
the rectory. 

In the parish hall the power of the 
water swept tables and chairs against 
the west wall, and deposited silt in ev-
ery nook and cranny.  “The power of 
the water was terrific,” reports Wendy 
Keklak, St. Mark’s junior warden. 
“When we were finished the clean-up 
we had carted away 1,500 tons, or 37 
truckloads, of debris.” 

“When we were able to get to the 
buildings, we were heartbroken,” says 
Jim Yeich, the parish’s senior warden. 
“The water had filled the basements, we 
lost 2 furnaces, mud was everywhere, 
the outside storage shed was askew, the 

fences gone, our garden was a smelling 
mud flat.” 

Having surveyed the damage on that 
Friday morning, Keklak immediately 
called the diocese to report the situa-
tion. Then, they called the Church In-
surance Company in New York. 

“The called seemed to last just a few 
minutes,” recalls Keklak.  “They told 
us to contact the Church Restoration 
Group immediately, which we did. 

We could not believe it! That very 
same day they sent an evaluation and 
assessment team and we were on our 
way to recovery. Not only was there a 
quick response, but they assigned us a 
wonderful project manger who saw us 
through the clean-up and restoration 
process.” 

“The hardest part for me,” opined 
Joan Flint, the parish treasurer, “was that 
we had to remove absolutely everything 
out of the parish hall.  After all the wa-
ter had been pumped out, we had to cart 
away the contents of the building.” 

The first emergency clean-up crew 
had to remove the waterlogged sheet rock 
and insulation, and then deal with the 
mold. 

“Oh, the mold,” says Flint. “I could 
not believe how fast the mold started – 
and the smell!” 

It was not the mold, however, that be-
came the major problem, it was asbes-
tos. All the floor and ceiling tiles had to 
be removed, and the work of asbestos 
abatement began. 

“On Monday morning came the sec-
ond flood,” says Yeich with a big grin. 
“First, the diocese had applied and re-
ceived an emergency grant from Epis-
copal Relief and Development (ERD) 
to help us to meet the insurance deduct-
ible, then came the calls for assistance. 

First help came from St. Paul’s in 
Montrose, with a bridge loan to help us 
with immediate needs; then, an outpour-
ing from the parishes of the diocese. 
What a wonderful flood of love and 
support!” 

“I am still sending out thank you 
notes,” said treasurer Flint. “We received 
$6,500 from the Cathedral in Bethlehem, 
along with gifts from 14 parishes in the 

diocese, three outside the diocese, one 
parish in Florida, and a number of pri-
vate individuals. The ERD made a 
$15,000 grant through the diocese to our 
devastated area.” 

Along with the financial assistance, 
the Youth Group of Trinity Church, 
Buckingham, Diocese of Pennsylvania, 
came to spend the weekend of October 
16 and helped clean all the grounds. Ten 
young adults, and five adults, along with 
the rector, came and spent two days re-
claiming the gardens and lawn, cutting 
back battered shrubs, and trimming trees. 

Three weeks after the flood, the con-
gregation was back in the church for 
worship services, and the vacant rectory 
had been turned into a temporary parish 
hall and office. 

Reflecting on the flood, cleanup, and 
restoration, one parishioner wrote in the 
monthly parish newsletter about all the 

work done and that “the junior warden, 
Wendy Keklak, was on duty 24/7 and 
deserves a star in her crown.” 

“One of our major concerns was the 
Good News Lunch, which started at St. 
Mark’s and meets in the parish hall on 
the Third Saturday of each month,” said 
senior warden Yeich. “However, the 
lunch’s ecumenical planning group 
decided to take up temporary space 
until we had our kitchen and hall back 
in operation.  Thanksgiving became our 
target date.” 

And, so it was that five months after 
the flood, a happy and grateful group of 
diners sat down for their Thanksgiving 
Dinner at St. Mark’s, and a happy but 
tired group of parishioners gathered in 
the kitchen to serve them. There was 
much thanksgiving in the place. 
Canon Charles Cesaretti is priest-in-charge at 
St. Paul’s, Montrose. 

Senior Citizens gather in refurbished Parish Hall of St. Mark’s, New Milford, for Good News 
Lunch Annual Thanksgiving Dinner. The hall was abuzz with greetings as the guests gathered, 
but the real topic of conversation was the renovated parish hall, which had been devastated by 
the great flood of June 29 five months before. 

The heavy rain and wind pounded Northeast Pennsylvania for over a day.  The water was 
running off the already saturated land and hillsides. Tributaries continued to pump more 
runoff into the Susquehanna River, which was rapidly approaching flood stage. The small 
stream alongside St. Mark’s Church was running fast and high, and debris was already 
collecting under the bridge over Route 11. It did not take long for the water to spill over the 
banks across the lawn inundating the picnic benches, pounding down the shrubs, and 
pushing into the parish hall. Then, it rapidly advanced through the building and across 
the street and into the basement of the church and the rectory. On the second day, when the 
photo above was taken, the water begins to recede from St. Mark’s Parish Hall. 

The Youth Group of Trinity Church, Buckingham, Diocese of Pennsylvania, came to spend 
the weekend of October 16 and helped clean all the grounds. Ten young adults, and five 
adults, along with the rector, came and spent two days reclaiming the gardens and lawn, 
cutting back battered shrubs, and trimming trees. 

The diocese received a $15,000 emergency grant from ERD to meet our 
insurance deductible. St. Paul’s, Montrose, helped with a bridge loan for 
immediate needs. We received $6,500 from the Cathedral along with gifts 
from 14 parishes in the diocese, three outside, and several individuals. 


