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Mission Trip to Sudan 
Five representatives from the Diocese of Bethlehem will make a mission trip to Kajo Keji during 
early January. Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow, Mr. Charles Barebo, chair of the feasibility 
study for the capital campaign, Dr. Randall Fegley, Mrs. Connie Fegley and Mrs. Jo Trepagnier 
from our diocesan World Mission committee will depart on the grueling two-day journey that will 
take them to the tiny Diocese of Kajo Keji on the Sudanese/Ugandan border. They will spend six 
days in meetings with representatives of the Diocese of Kajo Keji, the Mothers’ Union, an 
orphanage, some of the seven schools our diocese is supporting, an the Canon Beniah Poggo 
Memorial College. They will also travel to as many parts of the Diocese of Kajo Keji as possible, 
immersing themselves in the life of that diocese … meeting, planning, praying and worshipping 
together. Download the story and photos here. 
 
Diocesan Life 
Download the January edition of Diocesan Life here. 
 
Prayers for Winnie 
Gwendolyn-Jane and Robert Romeril had asked last week for prayers for their daughter, Winnie, 
who was seriously ill. Serving with the Red Cross as Field Press Officer in Sri Lanka & the 
Maldives, Winne had come down with Dengue, a malaria-like disease, carried by mosquitoes for 
which there is no known cure. The treatment is to help keep joint pain as eased as possible and to 
control fever, and let the disease run its course. An email note from Winnie yesterday indicated 
that she is recovering. Please continue to pray for Winnie, her parents and her husband, Dave. A 
story co-authored by Winnie about emerging needs in Sri Lanka was posted recently on the Red 
Cross website.  
 
Bishop’s Day with Youth 
Saturday, January 27. An afternoon of fellowship with Bishop Paul and one another, beginning 
with lunch at Camelback Mountain. After snowtubing and hot chocolate, we will move on to 
Christ Church, Stroudsburg for dinner and a U2 Eucharist. Youth grades 7-12 are invited to 
attend – and to bring a friend.  Deadline for registration is January 8. For more info, see our blog. 
For the necessary forms, see the youth website..  
 
Diocesan Youth Mission Trip 
July 27 to August 4 in New Orleans, to assist in the continuing efforts of Hurricane Katrina 
Relief. More information here. 
 
Easton 
Serving a special meal on Christmas Day. 
 
North Parish to try soup kitchen ministry 
“North Parish is going to try a soup kitchen for the last Saturday of each month to start,” says 
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senior warden Dolores Evans. “Hopefully it will grow into an ecumenical event with our church 
being the host.” 
 
New Milford 
From the flood and back 
The heavy rain and wind pounded Northeast Pennsylvania for over a day. The water was running 
off the already saturated land and hillsides. Tributaries continued to pump more runoff into the 
Susquehanna River, which was rapidly approaching flood stage. The small stream alongside St. 
Mark’s Church was running fast and high, and debris was already collecting under the bridge 
over Route 11. It did not take long for the water to spill over the banks across the lawn inundating 
the picnic benches, pounding down the shrubs, and pushing into the parish hall. Then, it rapidly 
advanced through the building and across the street and into the basement of the church and the 
rectory.  Full story (by Charles Cesaretti) and photos here. 
 
Montrose 
A Centering Prayer workshop on January 28. 
 
Interim at Trinity, Bethlehem 
Effective December 30, Richard C. Ditterline, retired priest from the Diocese of Pennsylvania 
begins his ministry as interim rector at Trinity Church, Bethlehem.. Dick grew up at Trinity 
where he was in Marius Bressoud's Sunday School class and sang in Marvin Beinema's Boy 
Choir. 
 
Milford 
Richard S. Vernon 
[From Bill McGinty, rector, Church of the Good shepherd, Milford] On Saturday, December 16, 
a Memorial Service was held at the Church of the Good Shepherd Milford, for Richard S. 
Vernon, 53. Friends and family, parishioners and fellow Opera Singers gathered from as far away 
as New Mexico, Michigan, and Memphis. He was a bass soloist with the Metropolitan Opera in 
NYC. A large group of friends and colleagues from the Met came from the Met. Accompanied on 
the organ by Richard's good friend Matthew Hoffman, they lifted their voices in celebration of his 
life. Richard's wife Janine and his mother Maizie, 94, were present. Richard's lifelong friend, Ron 
Gentry, gave the eulogy in a moving tribute. Solos were song by Ronald Noldi and Nicole 
Philbosian. Richard's talent, humor and deep faith were spoken of with reverence and 
appreciation. His contribution to the recovery and growth of the church and the Episcopal 
presence in Pike County was remembered in a service of Christian hope and inspirational music 
that spoke of resurrection and the God that calls us all to his eternity. The Daughters of the King, 
played host to our guests with a meal in the best of Episcopal tradition. 
 
Charitable giving opportunities 
Among the charitable giving opportunities authorized during the summer by the Pension 
Protection Act of 2006 is one whereby individuals 70½ years old and above may directly transfer, 
tax-free, as much as $100,000, during tax years 2006 and 2007, from an IRA or Rollover IRA to a 
qualified charity. By doing so, they can avoid paying income tax on that money -- and the transfer 
counts toward whatever they're required to take out of their IRAs each year. The gifts have to be 
made directly from the IRA to the charity. Donors cannot take a tax deduction for these 
donations.  
 
Another opportunity, not new, that may provide an even greater tax break is the donation of 
highly-appreciated stock (not in retirement accounts) directly to a charity. One thereby not only 
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avoids paying the capital gains tax but also is entitled to a tax deduction on the market value of 
the stock at the time of donation. 
 
Newsweek picks PB among people to watch in 2007 
The January 1 edition of Newsweek includes the following among their “people to watch in the 
year ahead:” In Religion … Katharine Jefferts Schori: “The Episcopal Church picks a former 
oceanographer too steer it through rough seas.” In Islam … Ingrid Mattson: “Raised Catholic, this 
Muslim professor is bringing the moderate viewpoint to the world.” In Education … John Foley, 
SJ: “As head of the Cristo Rey Network, he helps low-income kids get to college.” 
 
Giving thanks for President Ford 
In a December 27 statement, Presiding Bishop Kaharine Jefferts Schori said: "We are both 
saddened at the death of this good and faithful servant and enormously grateful for his care-filled 
ministry over many decades. We give thanks for his life of service in government leadership as 
well as in the several parishes to which he belonged. His leadership in assisting with the 
completion of Washington National Cathedral and supporting the work of Episcopal Relief and 
Development will be long remembered. His family, especially Mrs. Ford, will continue in our 
prayers as they grieve this loss. May he rest in peace and rise in glory." Full story and photos. 
 
Funeral services in two parish churches and National Cathedral 
Funeral services in two parish churches and Washington National Cathedral will reflect President 
Gerald R. Ford's faith tradition as an Episcopalian active in lay ministry. Full story here. Find the 
Religion News Service story here. 
 
The Archbishop 
An interview with Desmond Tutu in this morning’s Wall Street Journal: “Desmond Tutu, who 
retired as archbishop of Capetown in 1996, is the best known priest in the world (give or take a 
pope). His renown derives not so much from his theology as from his moral leadership of the 
anti-apartheid movement in South Africa. With Nelson Mandela in jail, and with Winnie Mandela 
an increasingly divisive -- and dangerous -- figure, it fell to Archbishop Tutu to steer the struggle 
against institutionalized racial oppression toward a nonviolent direction, and to do so from within 
the often-stifling hierarchy of his Anglican church.” 
 
Trinity Institute 
God's Unfinished Future – Why It Matters Now 
The featured presenters at this year's conference, January 22-24, are Jurgen Moltmann, professor 
of theology at Tubingen University, Germany, the Rev. Barbara Rossing, TH.D, professor of 
New Testament at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Chicago, the Rev. Professor Peter 
Gomes, Harvard University, and James Carroll, novelist and ethicist. Watch it at your computer 
(no charge) or with a group at Zion's Lutheran Church, 5901 Old Kings Highway South, Old 
Zionsville. Cost to attend the event at Zion’s Lutheran is $35.00. For more information 
concerning the arrangements there, contact Pastor Martin Milne at zions@ptd.net. Also, find 
information here on how to watch Trinity Institute at your own computer. 
 
The Feast of St. John Doe 
In her eMo (Almost Daily Electronic Meditation) for December 27, Barbara Crafton suggests 
there is much more to the Bible than just the things that happen in it, even more to it than the 
context and the intention of its writers. The beginnings of things aren't the whole of them, she 
says, just as someone doesn’t know the whole story of a marriage just because they attended the 
wedding. Stuff happened after that. “The Bible is like that. It is alive, even now, old as it is. The 
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Bible isn't just its writers – the Bible is also its readers. It always has been. We bring ourselves to 
it when we read it. We interact with it. We even argue with it, as one does with the living and 
cannot do with the dead.” Read all of Barbara’s eMo at her Geranium Farm.  
 
Speaking of Faith: Approaching Prayer 
Public radio’s conversation about religion, meaning, ethics and ideas. Americans are religious 
and non-religious, devout and irreverent. But in astonishing numbers, across that spectrum, most 
of us say we pray. The subject of this “Speaking of Faith” program is prayer, exploring how it 
sounds and what it means in three different traditions and lives … Hindu chant with musician 
Anoushka Shankar, poetry and "non-religious" prayer with translator Stephen Mitchell, and 
theologian Roberta Bondi on learning to pray with the Desert Fathers and Mothers. Also, a 
reflection on prayer by poet and memoirist Patricia Hampl.  
 
Our decision not to consent 
At its meeting of December 6, our Standing Committee voted unanimously not to consent to the 
election of Mark Joseph Lawrence as bishop of the Diocese of South Carolina. An explanation to 
the diocesan community appears on page A2 in the January edition of Diocesan Life. You may 
access it also at our blog. 
 
New ECUSA bulletin insert series highlights Millennium Development Goals 
The United Nations' eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and ways in which the 
Episcopal Church is committed to their realization, are the focus of a new 10-part series of 
Sunday bulletin inserts, designed for use from January 7 to March 11. The inserts, which may be 
downloaded and duplicated for insertion in parish bulletins and service leaflets, are now available 
on the ENS website under the Weekly Bulletin Inserts button on the right side of the page. The 
inserts continue the “Episcopal Life This Week” sequence, and are a joint project of ENS and the 
Episcopal Life newspaper.  
 
As good as magazine writing about religion gets 
Jeff Sharlet of The Revealer says “Matthew Teague's account in Philadelphia Magazine of the 
days following the October 2nd shooting of five Amish school girls and the funeral of Charlie 
Roberts, the man who shot them is, is as good a piece of magazine writing about religion as I've 
come across in awhile.” He says the piece “gets smarter at every turn: a succinct but thoughtful 
engagement with the Amish concern for martyrdom; an understated interview with the 
undertaker; a recognition of Amish as both human and ritual-bound, and their seemingly amazing 
act of forgiveness -- they mourned at the funeral for the killer -- as something other than 
saintliness.” [The Revealer self-describes as “a daily review of religion in the news and the news about 
religion. We're not so much nonpartisan as polypartisan -- interested in all sides, disdainful of dualistic 
arguments, and enamored of free speech as a first principle. We publish and link to work by people of all 
persuasions, religious, political, sexual, and critical.”] 
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Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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