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Our decision not to consent 
At its meeting of December 6, our Standing Committee voted unanimously not to consent to the 
election of Mark Joseph Lawrence as bishop of the Diocese of South Carolina. An explanation to 
the diocesan community will appear in the January edition of Diocesan Life. You may access that 
immediately, however, at our blog. 
 
Trinity, Bethlehem, seeks Organist/Choir Director 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Bethlehem, is seeking an organist/choir director. Presently, there is an 
adult choir and one (10:30 a.m.) service. A three-manual Aeolian Skinner pipe organ is located in 
a church sanctuary seating nearly 250. The parish is one with a strongly established tradition of 
Anglican organ and choral liturgical music. Submit resume and contact information to: Senior 
Warden, Trinity Episcopal Church, 44 East Market Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018. 
 
Bishop’s School 
The Spring semester of Bishop's School will be held at St. Peter's, Hazleton from 10 am - 3 pm on 
February 3, 10, 17 and 24; March 10, 17, 24; April 14 and 21; May 5. The morning class will be 
Planning and Leading Worship taught by Father Patrick Malloy. The afternoon class on Pastoral 
Care will be taught by Canon Ginny Day. Read more here.
 
In Swaddling Accessibility 
"A Messiah on Medicaid presents good news and a challenge." This is Bishop Paul's December 
column for secular newspapers, usually different from his column in Diocesan Life. The column 
is sent to newspapers throughout our 14 counties. It is published by The Morning Call, 
Allentown, on the first (occasionally, the second) Saturday of every month. The combined 
circulation of papers that publish the column regularly is about 400,000. More than 110 columns 
have been published over the past ten years. Read "In swaddling accessibility" here.
 
How to help people displaced by an Allentown gas explosion 
Early in the afternoon on December 9, a gas explosion in Allentown leveled three homes, 
destroyed a fourth and damaged four others in what had been eight connected townhouses. It was 
“the city's worst natural gas explosion in more than a decade,” according to a report in The 
Morning Call. Read more here.
 
Bishop’s Day with Youth 
Saturday, January 27. An afternoon of fellowship with Bishop Paul and one another, beginning 
with lunch at Camelback Mountain. After snowtubing and hot chocolate, we will move on to 
Christ Church, Stroudsburg for dinner and a U2 Eucharist. Youth grades 7-12 are invited to 
attend – and to bring a friend.  Deadline for registration is January 8. For more info, see our blog. 
For the necessary forms, see the youth website..  
 
Diocesan Youth Mission Trip 

http://www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2006/12/our_decision_no.html
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2006/12/bishops_school_.html
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2006/12/in_swaddling_ac.html
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2006/12/how_to_help_peo.html
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2006/12/bishops_day_wit.html
http://www.lifeistasty.org/


July 27 to August 4 in New Orleans, to assist in the continuing efforts of Hurricane Katrina 
Relief. More information here.
 
Postcards, TV and Newspaper Ads 
Susquehanna County Newspaper Ad: The Christmas ad for St. Paul's, Montrose, Christ 
Church, Susquehanna, and St. Mark's, New Milford that will run on the front page of The 
Weekender this Wednesday.  The Weekender goes free to all the households in Susquehanna 
County. Download it from our blog. The Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, mailed 
two Christmas postcards to 4,200 area residents and is running a television advertisement during 
the three weeks leading up to Christmas Day. Total cost of this campaign is under $3,000. “The 
Cathedral has had over 50 new households (100 individuals) join our community over the past 
year,” says Jenifer Gamber. “Evangelism works!” See the postcards and the TV ad here. Trinity 
Church, Easton, mailed a Christmas postcard to every home in walking distance and households 
in the four zip codes they serve, as well as to their own parishioners. See the postcard here. 
 
Maggie Watkins 
[From Bishop Paul] Maggie Watkins served the diocese for many years as assistant treasurer and 
comptroller. In July of 2005 she fell ill. Sadly, things have not gone in such a way that she will be 
able to return to work. I know that you will keep her in your prayers. +Paul 
 
EBaR 
Check out Episcopal Books and Resources. 
 
In this season: light in the darkness 
[From Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori … For the People of the Episcopal Church] The 
Episcopal Church continues to focus on its mission of reconciling the world, particularly as it 
cares for the least, the lost, and the left out. We participate in God's mission to heal the world as 
we feed the hungry, house the homeless, educate children, heal the sick, and seek to change the 
systems that perpetuate injustice. We also seek reconciliation with those within and beyond this 
church who differ from us theologically. While we regret the recently publicized departures of 
individuals from churches in Virginia and elsewhere in this Church, and the rejection of this 
Church's elected leadership by various bishops here and across the world, we continue to seek 
reconciliation.   
 
God is not served by bickering, name-calling, and division.  We recall Jesus' prayer in John's 
gospel, "that they may be one" and understand that to include the whole world -- those who agree 
and those who disagree, people of different faith traditions and none, and the poorest and most 
broken among us. We will continue to engage in that mission of healing the world, whatever 
others may decide. In this season, we affirm the ancient dream of peace in our day, shalom, 
salaam, the peace of God which passes all understanding. May the Prince of Peace shine in your 
hearts, and may that light bless the world. "The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it" (John 1:5). Shalom, Katharine 
 
The Self-Anointed Righteous 
 [The “Almost-Daily eMo” for December 20, by Barbara Crafton] So much un-peace, in the 
Church and in the world. A peculiar pride in our own stubbornness has infected many of us -- as 
if reconciliation somehow represented a failure of moral nerve. We are strongly attracted 
to visions of ourselves as lonely martyrs for a holy truth -- and this is a dangerous self-image to 
have. It leaves no room to accept criticism we may desperately need. And so we leave churches 
that aren't holy enough for us. Assume we know God's will solely through a narrow reading of 
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scripture, and pride ourselves on never changing our minds. We stay the course. 
  
In doing so, we are in danger of ignoring a God who is free. A God who does new things. We 
won't allow it. We insist on worshipping the ancient record of God's work in the world, instead of 
the God to which it all attests. We will not allow God to be the unexpected thing God must be in 
every age. Here comes Jesus -- a child born into a world of division.  In his name, we will 
exclude and even kill, and we will tell ourselves in that very moment that we are doing the work 
of the Prince of Peace. No wonder Jesus wept. Lord, have mercy. [Barbara Crafton is an 
Episcopal priest, author, and retreat leader. Her eMo’s are available almost daily on “Bethlehem 
of Pa,” our diocesan interactive Internet list.] 
 
Calendar and Cycles of Prayer 
The entire January edition of Diocesan Life will be uploaded to our diocesan blog within the next 
day or two. For now, the calendar and cycles of prayer are accessible here. 
 
Cathedral’s Newcomer Pew Card 
According to Jenifer Gamber, "the Cathedral now produces vibrant newcomer cards for our pews 
inviting visitors to make themselves known. The cards can be placed in the offering plate or 
mailed in. Just another way to extend a warm welcome and begin a conversation with 
newcomers." Download the card from our blog. 
 
Social Ministry Grant 
Peacemeal's FreeSpace ministry receives this year's social ministry grant. Download story and 
photos from our blog. 
 
First Night at the Cathedral 
The Cathedral will host four “blues” groups as part of First Night Bethlehem on Sunday, 
December 31. The Donovan Roberts Trio will perform in Sayre Hall at 6 p.m., Bluzin’ at 7, The 
Girls at 8 and Sarah Ayers Band from 9:30 to 11 p.m. Buttons are required for admission. The 
J2A class will be serving dinner, dessert and beverages as a fundraiser for their pilgrimage in 
2008. See www.firstnightbethlehem.com.  
 
Bethlehem, Mount Airy hit jackpot 
The Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board picked Sands BethWorks, on former Bethlehem Steel 
Corp. land in the city's southside, for a slots license today, to open in summer 2008. It also picked 
Mount Airy, to open late 2007, over competitor Pocono Manor. Read it all here. An updated story 
may appear in the morning.
 
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
(Bookmark it on your browser.) 
[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration… The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
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(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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