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In Swaddling Accessibility 
"A Messiah on Medicaid presents good news and a challenge." This is Bishop Paul's December 
column for secular newspapers, usually different from his column in Diocesan Life. The column 
is sent to newspapers throughout our 14 counties. It is published by The Morning Call, 
Allentown, on the first (occasionally, the second) Saturday of every month. The combined 
circulation of papers that publish the column regularly is about 400,000. More than 110 columns 
have been published over the past ten years. Read "In swaddling accessibility" here. 
 
Bishop’s Day with Youth 
Saturday, January 27. An afternoon of fellowship with Bishop Paul and one another, beginning 
with lunch at Camelback Mountain. After snowtubing and hot chocolate, we will move on to 
Christ Church, Stroudsburg for dinner and a U2 Eucharist. Youth grades 7-12 are invited to 
attend – and to bring a friend.  Deadline for registration is January 8.  See the youth website for 
more information and necessary forms.  
 
Diocesan Youth Mission Trip 
July 27 to August 4 in New Orleans, to assist in the continuing efforts of Hurricane Katrina 
Relief. Come to one of two informational meetings: Sunday, January 13, 3:00 pm, at St. Paul’s, 
Montrose (Snow date: Wed. Jan. 17 at 6:30) or Sunday, January 21, 3:00 pm, at Trinity, 
Bethlehem (Snow date: Sun. Jan. 28, 3:00 pm). Cancellations due to weather will be posted by 
noon on meeting day on www.lifeistasty.org. Space is limited. Applications are due by February 
1. 
 
Postcards and TV ads 
The Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, mailed two Christmas postcards to 4,200 
area residents and is running a television advertisement during the three weeks leading up to 
Christmas Day. Total cost of this campaign is under $3,000. “The Cathedral has had over 50 
new households (100 individuals) join our community over the past year,” says Jenifer Gamber. 
“Evangelism works!”  
Trinity Church, Easton, mailed a Christmas postcard to every home in walking distance and 
households in the four zip codes they serve, as well as to their own parishioners. See the 
postcards and the TV add here. 
 
Calendar and Cycles of Prayer 
The entire January edition of Diocesan Life will be uploaded to our diocesan blog within the next 
day or two. For now, the calendar and cycles of prayer are accessible here. 
 
Dallas 
See the profile of Prince of Peace Church, Dallas, in the December 16 Wilkes-Barre Times-
Leader. Unfortunately, the website does not include two very good photos of Father Peter Harer 
and the church building. 
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Montrose 
The children from St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Montrose, have been saving money for Christmas 
all fall, not for themselves -- for a family in need. Along with bible lessons, the children have 
been studying about Heifer International, a non profit group dedicated to helping children and 
families around the world fight hunger and poverty with sustainable solutions. Read it all here. 
 
Milford’s Almost Holy Water 
In Milford, at Good Shepherd and St. John the Evangelist, the fund raising committee for the Pipe 
Organ is marketing bottled water with their own label, Almost Holy Water. The name came from 
a humorous remark by Richard Vernon who had been the head of the Pipe Organ committee. He 
died suddenly on December 2. Vernon, 53, was a bass soloist with the Metropolitan Opera in 
NYC. Survived by his wife and mother, he was a longtime parishioners at Good Shepherd and St. 
John. Please pray for them. 
 
North Parish 
Check out the new website of North Parish. Learn a lot about North Parish in just a few minutes 
at this user-friendly site. 
 
Help for those who seek/write grants? 
Some of you may find the following websites helpful in your grant writing and research: (1) The 
Foundation Center in NYC may be the best. At that site, you will also find the cooperating 
collections in Pennsylvania that provide access to excellent Foundation Center search tools 
without having to pay the big bucks to access personal use online. Cooperating collections in the 
Diocese of Bethlehem are located in Allentown, Bethlehem, Hazleton, Honesdale, Pittston and 
Reading. (2) A Fundraising and Grants Directory. (3) The Chronicle of Philanthropy. (4) Grant 
Seeking and Writing Resources. (5) Philanthropy News Digest 
 
Homeless Memorial 
On the Feast of St. Thomas, December 21, the longest night of the year, St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-
Barre, will memorialize those who are homeless. The memorial is a nationwide event to 
remember those who die homeless, and is intended to draw attention to the persistent problem of 
homelessness and the issues caused thereby. The memorial is interfaith and is supported by public 
and private organizations. It will conclude with a candlelight vigil in St. Stephen’s Park. If you 
are interested in participating, contact Father Daniel Gunn at 570-825-6653 or at 
DGunn@ecunet.org.  
 
Caring for the poor in south Bethlehem 
See Canon Joel Atkinson’s column, When love came down at Christmas, in the December edition 
of The Parish Visitor, the monthly newsletter of the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, to read 
about two ways Cathedral cares for the poor in south Bethlehem. 
 
Cathedral reports 25% increase in estimate of giving 
After using the Consecration Sunday Program as this year’s stewardship program, the Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity reports an estimated giving of over $450,000 for 2007. That represents a 
25% increase over last year at this time, and includes the receipt of 37 new Estimate of Giving 
cards. [As published in the December edition of The Parish Visitor, Cathedral’s monthly 
newsletter] 
 
The order of the ordination process 
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“In the never-ending quest to make straight and smooth that which seems to defy such efforts,” 
Bishop Paul wrote, December 4, on our interactive Internet list, Bethlehem of Pa, “and 
particularly to avoid people experiencing disappointment down the road, there are some changes 
in the order, but not content, in the process.” Read it all here. 
 
Nonalcoholic beverages 
The Recovery Commission invites you to download a page of holiday nonalcoholic drinks to use 
as an option to alcoholic beverages or as a pleasant interlude with some healthy and tasty recipes. 
 
Action Alerts 
Check out Action Alerts from the Pennsylvania Council of Churches. If you want to be included 
on a list to receive the Ecu-Advocate newsletter from the PCC, send contact information to 
s.strauss@pachurches.org. 
 
ECUSA Constitution and Canons 
A free download of the 2006 Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church is available here. 
 
On Faith 
A new venture in global conversation initiated by Jon Meacham, recently named Newsweek’s 
editor, and Sally Quinn, longtime writer for The Washington Post. 
 
Parish Newsletters 
Newsletters from 20 of our parishes are available at our diocesan blog. 
 
Daughters of the King 
The Daughters of the King will have their Lenten Retreat at Mary Immaculate Center, 
Northampton, on March 9-11. The cost of the weekend is $140.00. All women are welcome to 
participate. The retreat will be led by Canon Charles Cesaretti. The theme is "I stand at the door 
and knock." [Rev. 3:20] Please call Joan De Acetis [570 325-2204] for more information. 
 
Seeking Full-Time Minister for Children and Youth 
Trinity Episcopal Parish in Wilmington, Delaware, is seeking a full-time minister for children and 
youth, someone with the ability to coordinate activities, facilitate fundraisers, design and 
implement age-appropriate programs and retreats, and work flexibly with volunteers and 
colleagues. Previous experience in related ministries is a high priority. Fax resume, 302-652-
8611, to the attention of The Rev. Brad Hinton or send by email to 
brad@trinityparishde.com. Check the parish website for information about the parish. 
 
Speaking of Faith: No More Taking Sides 
Public radio’s conversation about religion, meaning, ethics and ideas. Robi Damelin lost her son 
David to a Palestinian sniper. Ali Abu Awwad lost his older brother Yousef to an Israeli soldier. 
But, instead of clinging to traditional ideologies and turning their pain into more violence, they've 
decided to understand the other side — Israeli and Palestinian — by sharing their pain and their 
humanity. They tell of a gathering network of survivors who share their grief, their stories of 
loved ones, and their ideas for lasting peace. They don't want to be right; they want to be honest. 
 
Speaking of Faith: Muslim Women and Other Misunderstandings 
Public radio’s conversation about religion, meaning, ethics and ideas. Is our Western concern 
about women in Islam really a concern for the well-being of women? Is the veil a symptom of 
their problems, or of ours? Leila Ahmed is a professor at Harvard Divinity School and one of the 
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most incisive contemporary scholars of women and gender in Islam. She offers essential 
background and challenges Western thinking on these and other questions. 
 
Njongonkulu Ndungane on the Millennium Development Goals 
[ENS] Archbishop Njongonkulu Ndungane of Cape Town, Primate of the Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa, has been one of the leading voices on issues of peace and justice throughout the 
Anglican Communion and is steadfast in his endorsement of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). In an interview with the Episcopal News Service, Ndungane offers an overview of the 
MDGs and speaks about ways in which people can become involved in the fight against global 
poverty. Access video and audio streams and full text of Ndungane's interview. 
 
The Convocation of Anglicans in North America (CANA) 
In response to a number of queries, and following consultation with The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Secretary General of the Anglican Communion has issued the following 
statement: "The Convocation of Anglicans in North America (CANA) is, to my knowledge, a 
‘mission’ of the Church of Nigeria. It is not a branch of the Anglican Communion as such but an 
organsation which relates to a single province of the Anglican Communion. CANA has not 
petitioned the Anglican Consultative Council for any official status within the Communion's 
structures, nor has the Archbishop of Canterbury indicated any support for its 
establishment." [The Revd Canon Kenneth Kearon] 
 
Comparison shopping 
A story in The Morning Call, 11-29-06, says you can determine by cell phone, with your intended 
purchase in hand, whether you are getting the best price.  “The next time you go shopping, all you 
need is your cell phone and the number 1-888-DO-FRUCALL (1-888-363-7822). Dial in and 
speak or type the bar-code number of the item for which you want price comparisons. The Frucall 
service searches Amazon, Google, Yahoo and Shopping.com to find out the price ranges for the 
item on these Web sites. Best of all, you get the information within seconds of your search. Even 
the most tech-averse customers will find Frucall pretty easy to use. If you create an account at 
http://www.frucall.com ahead of time, you can take advantage of some extra features such as 
getting voice reminders on products you want to buy, stored credit-card information and your 
own search history.” 
 
Gift Cards 
Be sure to check this out before purchasing gift cards from a display rack. [Thanks to Deb Craig, 
webmaster at St. John’s, Palmerton, and All Saints, Lehighton, for this pointer.] 
 
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
(Bookmark it on your browser.) 
[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration… The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
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Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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