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Giving Thanks … Blessings on you all 
For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea... For all that is gracious in 
the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ… For our daily food and drink, our 
homes and families, and our friends… For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to 
serve… For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play… For the brave and 
courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity… For all valiant seekers after 
truth, liberty, and justice... For the communion of saints, in all times and places… We thank you, 
Lord. Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ 
Jesus our Lord [BCP 837] 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope 
of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to 
your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages.  
Amen. [BCP 101] 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon us your 
servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised us to the new life of grace. Sustain us, O Lord, in 
your Holy Spirit. Give us an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, 
a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.  Amen. [BCP 
308] 
 
Being Thankful 
[From Diana Marshall] As Thanksgiving approaches, we may need to pray for grateful hearts. To 
get some perspective on each of our own situations, visit The Miniature Earth which gives a clear 
vista by reducing the global population to only 100, while keeping statistics the same. The effect 
enables us to see the differences on our planet more  clearly, and perhaps consider how our 
actions can impact humanity. Where do you live in the smaller community? In the project's final  
words: “Appreciate what you have. And do your best for a better  world.” Wishing you all a 
wonderful Thanksgiving holiday surrounded by those you love, and giving thanks in all the 
various ways available to us. 
 
Sarah M. Robinson 
Sarah M. Robinson, 91, a member of Christ Church, Frackville (North Parish), died November 
17, at her residence.  She was preceded in death in 1989 by her husband, the Rev. James K. 
Robinson, who served our diocese and the Episcopal churches in Schuylkill County as a 
nonstipendiary priest for many years. Bishop Paul will preside at the Liturgy of the Resurrection 
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at Christ Church on Wednesday, November 22, at 11:00 a.m. Read the obituary here. 
 
World AIDS Day Service in Allentown 
At Grace, Allentown, on Friday, December 1, at 7:00 pm. Father Pat Malloy writes: “Grace 
Church, because of our relationship with AIDS Outreach, is the permanent home of the 
Allentown World AIDS Day service. It is a touching event. We celebrate a Word service 
(scripture, preaching), then read, in a formal and striking way, the names of all who have died in 
the care of AIDS Outreach.  Then we offer the Sacrament of the Sick to all who wish it… It is a 
genuine service we offer to some of the most fragile people in the Valley, and to those who work 
so hard to care for them. It was striking, especially last year, that many, many health care and 
human service workers came to the service and approached one of the ministers for anointing. 
AIDS continues to exact a high toll, and not just from those who are HIV infected.” Read it all 
and download a poster at our diocesan blog. 
 
Martha Stewart is no Mother Theresa … but what if she were? 
Read the column by Father Peter Harer, rector of Prince of Peace, Dallas. The church’s newsletter 
may be downloaded as a pdf file also from our diocesan blog, if the earlier direct link to the 
Prince of Peace website does not work for you. 
 
Prayer request from Mother Pat MacMillan 
My sister Mariah died this morning [Nov. 20]. She was admitted to the hospital in serious 
condition on Friday and was moved to Hospice on Saturday. My sister Kit has been Mariah's 
support for the past 40 years and she is having a difficult time with Mariah's death. I am asking 
for prayers during this difficult week. Thank you. [Mother Patricia Dwyer MacMillan is rector of 
St. Joseph’s, Pen Argyl, and St. Mary’s, Wind Gap) 
 
Rich to the rescue  
Among the more than eight million millionaires in the US, making a global difference is 
becoming 'the cool place to be.' See the Christian Science Monitor story. 
 
Katharine Jefferts Schori in NYTimes Magazine 
An interview with our new Presiding Bishop appears in this past Sunday’s NYTimes Magazine. 
She talks about squaring evolution with the Bible, why Episcopalians don't have more children 
and why she loves the word "shalom." Here’s a sampling: You just took office as the first woman 
to head the Episcopal Church, and curiously enough, you come from a science background, 
having worked as an oceanographer for years. I worked on squids and octopuses. Have you met 
Pope Benedict? I have not. I think it would be really interesting. I hear you’re a pilot. I got my 
license when I was 18. You have many talents. Many crazinesses, many passions. Read it all here. 
 
Lights, Camera… Faith … in four volumes: A, B, C and the Ten Commandments 
This is a four-volume “Movie Lover’s Guide to the Scriptures.” In the first three volumes 
(published by Pauline Books & Media between 2001 and 2003) authors Father Peter Malone and 
Sister Rose Pacatte look at the Sunday readings of the three-year RC lectionary cycle through the 
lens of more than 200 movies that highlight Gospel imperatives. Malone, former president of the 
International Catholic Organization for Cinema and first president of the World Catholic 
Association for Communication, is an Australian Missionary of the Sacred Heart based in 
London. Pacatte, a degreed media specialist and film/TV columnist for the national Catholic 
magazine St. Anthony Messenger, is director of the Pauline Center for Media Studies in Los 
Angeles. The fourth volume creates a dialogue between Scripture, the Ten Commandments, and 
30 films (three for each commandments, one appropriate for a general adult audience, one 
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selected to provoke in-depth discussion, and one that addresses more difficult issues). Models of 
applied media literacy, the books employ the following format in each chapter: synopsis of and 
commentary on the film, key scenes and themes, reflection and conversation, a prayer. Each 
volume retails for $27 to $30 from the publisher, but I’ve seen much lower prices for new and 
used volumes at ebay.com and half.com. Malone has written a piece elsewhere on how Jesus has 
been viewed on film. 
 
Diocesan Life.December 
The December edition of Diocesan Life may be downloaded from our diocesan blog. The 
calendar and cycles of prayer are on page 7. 
 
Churches that grow 
Unlike their parents, who felt a strong sense of duty, baby boomers (born 1946-1965) wanted a 
better reason to attend church. That’s one reason Herb Miller and Lyle Schaller cite for why 
membership additions in mainline Protestant churches did not keep pace with losses over the past 
40 years (The Parish Paper, Why Do Churches Grow? October 2006). Another interesting 
observation there is that some mainline denominations have spent far too much time in internal 
disagreement about the purpose of the church, struggling with an unfortunate either-or mentality 
of whether evangelism or social justice is the litmus test of church vitality … while “most 
effective leaders say that church vitality stems from multiple dimensions.” Referring to the ten 
signs of vitality or strengths in churches that the U.S. Congregational Life Survey cited, they say 
only three of the ten relate powerfully to numerical church growth: excellence in caring for 
children and youth, increasing regular worship attendance and participation in church activities, 
and welcoming new people. And churches in conservative Protestant denominations have been 
better at those three areas that boost membership growth. Should congregations pay attention to 
those three and ignore the other seven (growing spiritually, meaningful worship, a sense of 
belonging, focusing on the community, sharing faith, empowering leadership, looking toward the 
future)? A solid no to that. Concentrate greater effort on the three while recognizing that each of 
the ten strengths is essential for overall vitality. 
 
Advent Lesson and Carols 
December 3 at St. Gabriel's, Douglassville (5:00pm), at St. Luke's, Lebanon (7:00pm), at the 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem (5:00pm). December 6 (Wednesday) at St. Stephen's 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre (6:00 pm). Are there others? Please let me know. 
 
Sightings 
Discover a rich resource of columns on religion in public life published by the Martin Marty 
Center of the University of Chicago. You may read the columns at the website or have them sent 
to your email address. The following blurb is from the first few paragraphs of the ID on the 
Sightings website. “The cliché about polite conversation is that there are two things never to 
discuss: religion and politics. We at Sightings know better (at least about religion). We seek out 
and comment on the events, agents, and trends in public life where issues of religion are writ 
large, in plain view—or just simmering under the surface. Under the editorship of Jeremy Biles, 
and the sponsorship of the Martin Marty Center, Sightings reports and comments on the role of 
religion in public life via e-mail twice a week to a readership of over 5,000. Through the eyes, 
ears, and keyboards of a diverse group of writers—academics, clergyman, laypeople, and 
students—Sightings displays the kaleidoscope of religious activity: a reflection of how religious 
currents are shaping and being shaped in the world. 
 
Religious observance may keep older people healthy 
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Read about it here. This link will not be available after 12-15-06. [Thanks to Diana Marshall for 
this pointer.] 
 
On Faith  
A Conversation on Religion with Jon Meacham and Sally Quinn 
Just a few days ago, Jon Meacham (recently named Newsweek’s editor) and Sally Quinn 
(longtime writer for The Washington Post) launched On Faith, an online “global conversation 
about what is perhaps the most pervasive and least understood force in human affairs: religious 
faith.”  
 
“We think that the online world, with its limitless space, offers us a unique opportunity to carry 
on a fruitful and intriguing and above all constructive conversation about the things that matter 
most," said Meacham and Quinn, welcoming readers to the conversation which already includes 
an extraordinary panel of more than 50 prominent religious leaders, scholars and activists. “It is a 
subject about which many people have strong opinions, about which many people care 
passionately-but about which there is, in our view, far too little constructive discussion and 
debate. It is our hope that we can offer a small remedy for this.” 
 
In a time of extremism – for extremism is to the 21st century what totalitarianism was to the 20th 
– how can people engage in a conversation about faith and its implications in a way that sheds 
light rather than generates heat?” asks Meacham. “We believe the first step is conversation – 
intelligent, informed, eclectic, respectful conversation-among specialists and generalists who 
devote a good part of their lives to understanding and delineating religion's influence on the life 
of the world. The point of our new online religion feature is to provide a forum for such sane and 
spirited talk, drawing on a remarkable panel of distinguished figures from the academy, the faith 
traditions, and journalism. Members of the group will weigh in on a question posed at least once a 
week, perhaps sometimes more often, depending on the flow of the news. We encourage readers 
to join the conversation by commenting on what our panelists have to say, offering their own 
opinions and suggesting topics for future discussions.” 
 
I think you will not regret the time you spend browsing through and stopping occasionally to 
consider and perhaps participate in one or another topic on this new venture in global 
conversation. It looks promising. 
 
Energy Cost Reduction Workshop 
Provided by the Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania at the Cathedral Church of St. 
Stephen in Harrisburg, Saturday, Dec. 2 [Thanks to Diana Marshall for this pointer.] 
 
Congregational Resource Guide 
A rich source of resources for congregational leaders. See it here. 
 
Don't be so humble 
"Christians often misread St. Paul's admonition that nobody should “think more highly of 
themselves than they ought” as meaning they ought not think highly of themselves. This 
misreading is odd. Of all the characters in the Christian scriptures, St. Paul most clearly had a 
high esteem for his own gifts. What he asks of us is realism about ours." [Bishop Paul Marshall] 
Download Bishop Paul's November column for secular newspapers here. And an audio version is 
accessible here. 
 
What Does Someone Believe? 
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Since April 2005, Jay Allison has collected nearly 20,000 audio essays from Americans famous 
and obscure on the subject “This I Believe.” More than 80 have been broadcast on National 
Public Radio, and many have been collected in a book and a five-CD set. There’s a NY Times 
story about Jay’s project here and you will find more information about National Public Radio’s 
This I Believe series here. 
 
Thanks on the Three’s 
Someday, the words will not come. I will not chance putting thoughts together for public scrutiny. 
Someday, my sight and my reflexes will not allow me to chance the drive to the bridge. Someday, 
my legs won’t tolerate an elliptical workout. Meanwhile, I will enjoy being surprised. I will 
continue to thank God on the three’s, grateful that the whole of my life is greater than the sum of 
its parts. A Thanksgiving column by Bill Lewellis. 
 
A new book by Anne Kitch 
Taking the Plunge: Baptism and Parenting 
You’ve chosen the godparents, dressed the baby in yards of white, and headed to church for the 
christening. Now what? What does the sacrament of baptism mean in your child’s life – and 
yours? In Taking the Plunge, a new book by Anne Kitch, canon for Christian formation at the 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, parents explore how the baptismal covenant helps 
to shape the experience of raising children. What are you promising when you baptize your child? 
Why are “please” and “thank you” theological words, not simply polite things to say? Anne Kitch 
writes with a light touch and includes plenty of real-life stories. Read more here. 
 
ABC and Pope to meet 
Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams will have his first private meeting with Pope 
Benedict XVI on November 23 in Rome. More here. 
 
Last call for 2006 Health Ministry Funds 
All requests for Health Ministry Funds (scholarships, resource materials, Care Notes, etc.) for 
2005 must be submitted by December 1, 2006. Contact Diana Marshall at d.marsh@rcn.com. 
 
Advent Quiet Day 
Waiting on God, Saturday, Dec. 2, 9:00 to 3:00, at Trinity Church, Bethlehem. Led by 
Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril. Sponsored by Daughters of the King. Download flyer and registration 
form. 
 
Diocese of Bethlehem podcasts 
You have several options. (1) Visit our diocesan blog where you may hear Bishop Paul’s sermon 
and address from Diocesan Convention as well a recent column at your computer. (2) At the same 
links, you may download them to your computer as mp3 files and transfer those files to a portable 
mp3 player. (3) If you use the iTunes program (a free download), you may search there for the 
“Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem Audioblog” and then subscribe to it. No charge. You will then 
receive the sermon and all future podcasts. You may listen to the iTunes files at your computer 
and/or transfer them to your iPod or other MP3 player. 
 
PB’s letter to bishop of San Joaquin 
My dear brother: I have seen reports of your letter to parishes in the Diocese of San Joaquin, 
which apparently urges delegates to your upcoming Diocesan Convention to take action to leave 
the Episcopal Church. I would ask you to confirm the accuracy of those reports. If true, you must 
be aware that such action would likely be seen as a violation of your ordination vows to "uphold 
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the doctrine, discipline, and worship of Christ as this Church has received them." I must strongly 
urge you to consider the consequences of such action, not only for yourself but especially for all 
of the Episcopalians under your pastoral charge and care. I certainly understand that you 
personally disagree with decisions by General Conventions over the past 30 and more years. You 
have, however, taken vows three times over that period to uphold the "doctrine, discipline, and 
worship of the Episcopal Church." If you now feel that you can no longer do so, the more 
honorable course would be to renounce your orders in this Church and seek a home elsewhere. 
Your public assertion that your duty is to violate those vows puts many, many people at hazard of 
profound spiritual violence. I urge you, as a pastor, to consider that hazard with the utmost 
gravity. Read it all here. 
 
Parish Newsletters 
Newsletters from 20 of our parishes are available at our diocesan blog. 
 
Speaking of Faith: The Soul in Depression 
Public radio’s conversation about religion, meaning, ethics and ideas. This segment explores 
explore the spiritual aspect of clinical depression and its aftermath with author Andrew Solomon, 
Quaker author and educator Parker Palmer, and poet and psychologist Anita Barrows. 
 
Living spiritually in an arguing world 
From explorefaith.org. Thoughts, prayers and practices for finding peace in the midst of the 
storm. 
 
Strong grip, staying fit helps men live long  
(Reuters) - A strong grip, a good education, a wife, and not becoming overweight are among the 
keys to a long life for middle-aged men who'd like to grow old in good health, a study said. Nine 
factors were good predictors of which middle-aged men would live healthily into their 80s and 
beyond, concluded a 40-year study of nearly 6,000 Japanese-American men living in the U.S. 
state of Hawaii. The factors include, not being overweight; having low blood pressure; low blood 
sugar levels; low levels of bad cholesterol; not drinking alcohol excessively; not becoming 
overweight; not smoking; having a strong grip, achieving a high level of education; and being 
married. Read it all here. The link will not be available after 12/14/2006 [Thanks to Diana 
Marshall for this pointer.] 
 
Groundwork III 
Groundwork resources for 2007 Lenten use are available online. Coordinated with the Year C 
lectionary readings for the Sundays of Lent, Groundwork III continues a three-year series begun 
in 2004. The resources have been edited by the Rev. Dr. James B. Lemler, director of mission at 
the Episcopal Church Center in New York, and by the Rev. Charles N. Fulton III, director of 
congregational development. Groundwork III booklets will be mailed this month to all 
congregations, and full texts in Spanish will also be posted online. 
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
(Bookmark it on your browser.) 
[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration… The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
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their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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