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A new book by Anne Kitch 
Taking the Plunge: Baptism and Parenting 
You’ve chosen the godparents, dressed the baby in yards of white, and headed to church for the 
christening. Now what? What does the sacrament of baptism mean in your child’s life – and 
yours? In Taking the Plunge, a new book by Anne Kitch, canon for Christian formation at the 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, parents explore how the baptismal covenant helps 
to shape the experience of raising children. What are you promising when you baptize your child? 
Why are “please” and “thank you” theological words, not simply polite things to say? Anne Kitch 
writes with a light touch and includes plenty of real-life stories. Read more here. 
 
Don't be so humble 
"Christians often misread St. Paul's admonition that nobody should “think more highly of 
themselves than they ought” as meaning they ought not think highly of themselves. This 
misreading is odd. Of all the characters in the Christian scriptures, St. Paul most clearly had a 
high esteem for his own gifts. What he asks of us is realism about ours." [Bishop Paul Marshall] 
Download Bishop Paul's November column for secular newspapers here. And an audio version is 
accessible here. 
 
Watch the Investiture Service 
A webcast video of the historic investiture of Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, 
November 4 at the Washington National Cathedral, may be viewed here. Complete footage will 
be available also on DVD by November 17, if not earlier, from Episcopal Books and Resources 
(EBaR) http://www.episcopalbookstore.org. The DVD, some 150 minutes, includes a brief 
commentary followed by the full investiture service. Ordering information will be posted on the 
EBaR. The cost will be $26 each, which includes shipping and handling. A per-copy discount 
may apply for orders of multiple copies. 
 
Kristallnacht in Kingston 
[From Joe Jackloski] On November 10, 1938, the hideous insanity which led to the Holocaust 
began. Led by Josef Goebbels, Nazi agitators and ordinary German citizens began a pogrom 
which destroyed Synagogues and Jewish owned business throughout Germany, Austria and The 
Sudetenland. More than 1000 Synagogues and 7500 businesses were utterly destroyed. At least 
96 Jews were killed outright, scores more were injured. 30,000 Jews were arrested within days 
and sent to concentration camps. On the days following, the streets were littered with shards of 
glass from the rampant destruction. The night was dubbed Kristallnacht (Crystal Night) by the 
Nazis to mock the Jews and praise the Nazi clarity of purpose. To the Jews, it simply became “the 
night of broken glass.” Incredibly, Jews were held accountable for the destruction of their 
businesses. They were forced to indemnify their landlords and pay for imported replacement of 
the broken glass, since plate glass was in short supply in Germany at that time. On Friday, 
November 10, Grace Church, Kingston, will unite with many of our Christian and Jewish 
brothers and sisters in solemn remembrance of that awful day. We will do so by leaving our 
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Church lights on all night, a poignant reminder that the darkness of evil is never far away. 
 
Kristallnacht in Reading 
[From the newsletter of Christ Church, Reading] On November 12, 2006 at 7:15 p.m. Christ 
Episcopal Church and Trinity Lutheran in Reading will be observing the anniversary of “The 
Night of Broken Glass”. The night when Nazi storm troopers began their assault on the Jews of 
Germany and Austria was November 9, 1938. In commemoration of this horrific event, the 
beginning of the Holocaust, we will hold an interfaith liturgy service and pray for remembrance 
of the suffering of the Nazi victims. We pray to remember so such horrors are not repeated. 
Before the service at 6:30 pm we will hold the annual circle of light– surrounding our block in 
candlelight in a pledge against violence throughout the world. 
 
U2 Eucharist on Nightline 
Last Friday, the national TV news show Nightline filmed the U2 Eucharist at All Saints, 
Briarcliff Manor, in the Diocese of New York and interviewed the rector, Tim Schenck, and 
others who participated. It is scheduled to air on Friday, November 10, at 11:30 pm, ET, on ABC. 
Here’s a link o Nightline. 
 
New clothing for foreign missions 
When mistakes in printing or embroidering are made at print shops, they are obliged to destroy 
items that are identifiable with their clients – or, at least, ship them far away. Several hundred t-
shirts that have imprinting problems such as a typo in the phone number or incorrect logo are now 
available for shipping. If you know of anyone who is looking for new clothing to ship to foreign 
missions, please be in touch with Bill Lewellis who will convey that info to the supplier. 
 
Advent Quiet Day 
Waiting on God, Saturday, Dec. 2, 9:00 to 3:00, at Trinity Church, Bethlehem. Led by 
Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril. Sponsored by Daughters of the King. Download flyer and registration 
form. 
 
Holiday Gift Shop at St. Brigid’s 
December 2 – Holiday Gift Shop/Bake Sale/Chinese Auction/Soup Kitchen/50-50 Drawing at St. 
Brigid's, Nazareth: 10:00 to 4:00. Download flyer here. 
 
Gwendolyn-Jane and Bob Romeril ask your prayers for Winnie 
“We are asking for prayers for our daughter Winnie. She will be in Sri Lanka for three months. 
The American Red Cross is sending her to do press coverage related to the Tsunami Anniversary. 
(Winnie received intensive training for press corps work through the Red Cross since her 
presence at 9/11).She is the only American the Red Cross is sending. They want her there for a 
reasonable length of time before, during and after the event, in order to do a credible job. We are 
proud of all the work she does nationally and internationally for peace and justice, as she 
continues to raise folks' awareness of ways to live out the gospel imperative. Winnie and many 
others like her deserve our prayers and gratitude.  Thank you. [Gwendolyn-Jane and Bob] 
 
November 12, Sunday, Choral Evensong at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 
Bethlehem 
[From Canon Russell Jackson] The Cathedral Choirs from St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre, and the 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, join together again this Sunday, November 12 at 
5:00PM, for another Festal Choral Evensong featuring the music of Herbert Howells.  His 
gargantuan setting of the St. Paul’s Service, written for London Cathedral, is featured alongside 
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his gorgeous anthem “Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks.”  Do come to hear something 
exquisite taken from the Anglican choral tradition, and experience the holiness of beauty as well 
as the beauty of holiness.  Fr. Daniel Gunn will preach, and Canon Anne Kitch will preside.  
Reception to follow. 
 
Stealing from churches 
Congregations operate on the  basis of trust, and therefore many are caught entirely off guard 
when someone embezzles money from their coffers. Though many cases become public, experts 
in the area say that many more cases are kept secret – even from the congregation itself. That may 
be the worst response. Coming clean about improprieties is necessary for maintaining trust. 
Sealing from congregations happens most frequently in small to medium-sized churches, which 
lack resources to provide the necessary oversight. Embezzlement in churches or synagogues often 
begins when someone with access to the money has financial or medical crises. [Christian 
Century, Oct. 17, 2006, drawing from The Dallas Morning News. Christian Century noted that 
the Dallas Morning News story included tips on preventive measures. Thanks to a few readers, 
here is the link to that story.] 
 
Diocese of Bethlehem podcasts 
You have several options. (1) Visit our diocesan blog where you may hear Bishop Paul’s 
sermon and address from Diocesan Convention as well a recent column at your computer. 
(2) At the same links, you may download them to your computer as mp3 files and 
transfer those files to a portable mp3 player. (3) If you use the iTunes program (a free 
download), you may search there for the “Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem Audioblog” 
and then subscribe to it. No charge. You will then receive the sermon and all future 
podcasts. You may listen to the iTunes files at your computer and/or transfer them to 
your iPod or other MP3 player. 
 
2007 Regional Evangelism Workshops 
[From Father Andy Gerns, chair, diocesan Evangelism Commission] The dates for the 2007 
Regional Evangelism Workshops are April 21 and 28, May 5 and 12, all Saturdays, 9:30 to 2:00. 
Places TBA, in north, central and southern parts of the diocese. All workshops will include lunch 
and noonday prayers. Registration will take place during Epiphany and Lent. 
 
All congregations that took part in the first round are asked to send their teams of at least two 
people to the second round of training to share the two projects they worked on since the first 
workshop. If a congregation did not take part in the first round, it is not too late. The first round is 
not a prerequisite for the next round. Our goal is to have every congregation in the diocese take 
part in a regional evangelism workshop and do practical projects in evangelism all over northeast 
Pennsylvania. We are also interested in having congregations learn from each other's experience 
no matter how simple or complex their particular program might be. 
  
During the 2005 Diocesan Convention, every congregation was directed to identify at least two 
lay people in their parish who are interested in or gifted in hospitality, welcome, or in sharing 
their story of Christ in their lives to take part in these workshops. Each person was asked to go 
back to their congregations and assist their vestries, lay leadership and clergy to undertake two 
evangelism projects in the next year. The 2007 Regional Evangelism Workshops are built around 
hospitality, based on the book Fireweed Evangelism by the Rev. Canon Elizabeth Geitz. Canon 
Geitz will be the presenter at the next clergy day on November 16 at St. Stephen's, Wilkes-Barre.  
  
Daughters of the King Assembly 
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Forty-eight Daughters of the King from the Diocese of Bethlehem gathered at St. Luke’s, 
Scranton, September 23, for their Fourth Assembly, “Women of Prayer, Our Spiritual Mothers 
Who Led the Way.” Bishop Paul presided at the Eucharist. Carolyn Booker, president of Province 
III of the Daughters, came in from Pittsburgh. The gathering included a memorial service for two 
deceased members and the installation of new officers for the diocesan board for three-year 
terms: Joan De Acetis, president, Beth Grosso, vice president, Carole Guzzi, treasurer, Debra 
Conroy, secretary, and Father Joseph De Acetis, chaplain. 
 
Parish Newsletters 
Parish newsletters from 20 of our parishes are available at our diocesan weblog: Allentown 
(Grace and Mediator), Athens, Bethlehem (Cathedral and Trinity), Dallas, Douglassville, Easton, 
Emmaus, Hamlin, Hellertown, Kingston, Kutztown, Milford, Mt. Pocono, Nazareth, Reading 
(Christ Church), Scranton (Good Shepherd), Trexlertown and Whitehall To make your newsletter 
accessible by people throughout our diocesan community, please send it by attached file to Bill 
Lewellis. PDF format is preferable; if you are unable to do pdf, I’ll be glad to convert your Word 
or Publisher files to pdf. If you post your newsletter on your parish website, let me know that and 
I’ll provide a link to your site. 
 
Gratitude 
www.gratefulness.org … a network for grateful living. Brother David Steindl-Rast, who serves 
on the board, is considered “the father of the Gratitude movement. Audio interview with Brother 
David Steindl-Rast for Radio Gratitude's "21st Century Pioneers," October 2006. 
 
March 2-4 in East Stroudsburg 
Barbara Crafton to lead Cathedral’s Annual Women’s Retreat 
Women of the Diocese of Bethlehem are invited to join with women from the Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity for a weekend of rest and reflection with Episcopal priest, spiritual director and 
author Barbara Crafton. The retreat will be held at Hillside Inn Resort&Conference Center, East 
Stroudsburg, beginning with a light supper Friday evening (March 2) at 5:00, concluding with 
Holy Eucharist Sunday morning (March 4). Registration for the weekend is $185.00. This 
includes lodging, all meals, linens, activities and full use of the facilities (indoor heated pool, 
jacuzzi and workout room). Contact Janet Kolepp, 610-954-9582 or jkolepp@msn.com to receive 
a registration brochure. To reserve your space return the completed registration form with a $75 
deposit to the Cathedral before December 15. Checks payable to Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity. Full payment will be due February. 
 
Guide to Church Management Software 
If you're thinking about buying a church management software package to handle finances, 
membership and other congregational records, you'll find a convenient comparison of over fifty 
programs in the current issue of Christian Computing Magazine. You can also listen to a podcast, 
explaining why you're better off buying a commercial program, rather than having someone in 
your congregation design one for you. [This pointer comes from the Nov. 3 weekly e-newsletter of 
the Northeastern PA Lutheran Synod of ELCA. Thanks, Catherine and Carol.] 
 
2007 IRS Mileage Rate 
The Internal Revenue Service announced this week that the standard mileage rate for business 
travel in 2007 will be 48.5 cents per mile. The rate for volunteers in service to a charitable 
organization will remain at 14 cents per mile. These rates take effect January 1, 2007. 
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*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
(Bookmark it on your browser.) 
[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration… The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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