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*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
(Bookmark it on your browser.) 
 
Diocesan Life – October  
The October edition of Diocesan Life is accessible at our blog. It won’t arrive in snail mail boxes 
until late September or early October. 
 
Diocesan Life Mailing List 
All parishioners should be receiving Diocesan Life by snail mail, monthly, at no cost to the 
recipient. The mailing list is kept current by parish offices. Though parish lists in use are sent 
annually to parish offices for wholesale revision, anyone (parish offices or individuals) may 
indicate additions, deletions and changes to the list by sending those to 
elife@aflwebprinting.com. In doing this, please indicate that these are revisions to the list for “the 
Diocesan Life edition of Episcopal Life.” Changes, if they are few, may be called in to 800-374-
9510. Email, however, is preferable. Revisions may be sent also by snail mail to: Episcopal Life 
Circulation Department, PO BOX 2050, Voorhees, NJ 08043-8000. Parish offices that would like 
to work on the list at this time, rather than waiting for the annual snail mail copy, may request an 
Excel copy of their current list from Bill Lewellis. 
 
Position open: Manager/Administrator, Episcopal House, Allentown 
Application deadline: September 29. Required: Bachelor’s degree; Three years managerial 
experience; Demonstrated competence in administration, To apply, send current resume, three 
references, cover letter stating interest and related experience to Richard W. Barsness, 769 Apollo 
Drive, Bethlehem, PA 18017. 
 
Episcopal House, a 210-unit high-rise apartment complex for senior citizens, is located at 1440 
Walnut Street, Allentown. Sponsored by the Diocese of Bethlehem in 1968 to house low and 
middle income persons, 62 years and older, the building was funded and subsidized by the federal 
government through the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development loan program and 
rental subsidy program (15 subsidized units). Income of those applying for residency must fall 
below the limits established by HUD, currently $36,000 a year for single persons and $42,150 for 
two persons. Episcopal House is owned and operated by Episcopal Housing of the Lehigh Valley, 
Inc., a not for profit Pennsylvania corporation. Bill Lewellis serves as chaplain and is the 
Bishop’s representative on the board. 
 
No waiting list at Episcopal House 
For the first time, in my experience, there is no waiting list for potential residents at Episcopal 
House. Among the reasons is that there has been an extremely high uncharacteristic turnover 
among an aging population over the past four months, more than has been experienced during 
many years. I bring this to your attention because, for so long, there has been a waiting list of 18 
months to three years. Let that not continue to be the conventional wisdom. Persons seeking 
residency should call 610-821-0311 to request an application.  
 
Episcopal House, a 210-unit high-rise apartment complex for senior citizens, is located at 1440 
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Walnut Street, Allentown, is a smoke-free environment. Rent for a one-bedroom apartment is 
$410 monthly. Rent for a studio apartment is $309 monthly. Utilities and cable are included. 
Income of those applying for residency must fall below the limits established by HUD, currently 
$36,000 a year for single persons and $42,150 for two persons. (Income includes social security, 
pension, interest from investments, and 2% of other assets such as home, property, etc.) 
Sponsored by the Diocese of Bethlehem in 1968 to house low and middle income persons, 62 
years and older, Episcopal House is owned and operated by Episcopal Housing of the Lehigh 
Valley, Inc., a not for profit Pennsylvania corporation. Bill Lewellis serves as chaplain and is the 
Bishop’s representative on the board. 
 
The newSpin list 
The e-newsletter you are reading, newSpin, is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan 
community… clergy, elected or appointed members of diocesan commissions or committees, 
wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership responsibility for a specific ministry in a 
congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy and outreach, stewardship, child 
advocacy, children and youth, financial administration… The goal is for all of us to have easy 
access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at their 
request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them 
to send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks. 
 
Theological Education for All 
I’ve just taken a quick look at the redesigned website, Theological Education for All. It promises 
to be (and, indeed, already is) a rich resource. I think you won’t regret taking a brief walk through 
it. Episcopal News Service has a story about it. 
 
Local Events/Celebrations/Fund Raisers 
Updated today at our diocesan blog. If you don't see your event here, please send info to Bill 
Lewellis. 
 
Diocesan Calendar of Events 
Here’s an updated version of our diocesan calendar. 
 
Diocesan Convention, October 13-14 
Proposed resolutions, persons nominated for diocesan offices and committees, the convention 
schedule, as well as a letter from Archdeacon Stringfellow that covered convention registration, 
hotel rooms, the banquet at the nearby Masonic Temple, child care, the convention preprint and 
pre-convention meetings on October 3 at Epiphany Church in Clarks Summit; on Thursday, 
October 5, at Christ Church in Reading; and on Tuesday, October 10, at St. Anne's Church in 
Trexlertown.. 
may be downloaded from our diocesan blog. 
 
Speaking of Faith: Religious Passion, Pluralism and the Young 
Public radio’s conversation about religion, meaning, ethics and ideas. A 30-year-old, Indian-
American Muslim and former Rhodes Scholar is setting out to change the way young people 
relate to their own religious traditions and those of others. Al-Quaeda is the most effective youth 
program in the world, he says, and we neglect this work at our peril. See a transcript and related 
resources and/or hear the program, Religious Passion, Pluralism and the Young. 
 
Speaking of Faith: The Freelance Monotheism of Karen Armstrong 
Public radio’s conversation about religion, meaning, ethics and ideas. At one point in her career, 
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Karen Armstrong set out to debunk the Christian faith. Instead, she found Christianity filled with 
new ideas, and she discovered a delight in other religions as well. “A poet spends a great deal of 
time listening to his unconscious, and slowly calling up a poem word by word, phrase by phrase, 
until something beautiful is brought forth, we hope, into the world that changes people’s 
perceptions. And we respond to a poem emotionally. And I think we should take as great a care 
when we write our theology as we would if we were writing such a poem, instead of just trotting 
out an orthodox formula, or an orthodox definition of God, or a catechism answer, so that when 
people listen to a theological idea, they feel as touched as when they read a great poem by, say, 
Milton or Dante.” See a transcript and related resources and/or hear the program, The Freelance 
Monotheism of Karen Armstrong. 
 
Family Day: A Day to Eat Dinner With Your Children, September 25 
The Recovery Commission is encouraging parishes to participate in the Family Day, sponsored 
by the National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University. In 
cooperation with the Commission, Bishop Paul has proclaimed Monday, September 25, as the 
diocesan community’s Family Day, A Day to Eat Dinner With Your Children. This is a national 
effort to promote parental engagement as a simple, effective way to reduce youth substance abuse 
risk and to raise healthier children. A child who reaches age 21 without using drugs, smoking 
cigarettes or abusing alcohol is virtually certain never to do so. Research shows that the more 
often children eat dinner with their families, the less likely they are to smoke, drink, or use illegal 
drugs. Materials and ideas for this day can be downloaded at www.CASAFamilyDay.org  
Announcements could be made in a bulletin insert or in e-mail mailings. We encourage parishes 
to participate in creative ways and to recognize persons who indicate they are going to participate 
in the program. Please contact John Miller, mllr1959@aol.com, or Donna Jean Kiessling, 
djkiessling@dejazzd.com, members of the Recovery Commission, so we know your parish is 
joining this national effort. If you wish to publish the Bishop’s Family Day proclamation in 
parish mailings and/or bulletins, you may download it from our diocesan blog. More information 
may be found at Press Release, The Importance of Family Dinners III, and 10 Benefits of 
Frequent Family Dinners. 
 
Mental Illness and Faith Communities 
The magnitude of mental illness in this country is staggering. According to the Surgeon General, 
one in every five Americans experiences a mental disorder in any given year and half of all 
Americans have such disorders at some time in their lives.   These illnesses of the brain affect all 
of us, regardless of age, gender, economic status or ethnicity. Nearly every person sitting in the 
pews has been touched in some way by mental illness. And yet individuals and families continue 
to suffer in silence or stop coming to their faith community because they are not receiving the 
support they so desperately need. They become detached from their faith community and their 
spirituality, which is an important source of healing, wholeness and hope in times of personal 
darkness. There is hope. For more information and resources go to 
www.mentalhealthministries.net. [Thanks to Diana Marshall for this pointer.] 
 
Henry S. Feick, Jr. 
Henry S. Feick, Jr., 87, died on September 3. A parishioner at Christ Church, Reading, he was the 
father of David Feick who has served on various diocesan committees, including Diocesan 
Council and Planned Giving/St. Matthew Society, and as senior warden at the parish. The 
obituary will be accessible at the Reading Eagle website until October 4. 
 
Position open: Executive Director/VP, DFMS 
Presiding Bishop-elect Katharine Jefferts Schori announced on September 6 the call for 
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applicants for the position of an Executive Director to serve as Vice President of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society (DFMS) and to manage the operations of the Episcopal Church 
(TEC). Application filing deadline is October 2. See full information about the position and 
application process.  The selected applicant will be appointed by the Presiding Bishop-elect to 
succeed Patricia C. Mordecai, who has served for more than eight years. 
 
Parish Newsletters 
September parish newsletters from Allentown (Grace), Athens, Bethlehem (Cathedral and 
Trinity), Douglassville, Easton, Emmaus, Hellertown, Mt. Pocono, Nazareth, Scranton (Good 
Shepherd), and Trexlertown are accessible via our diocesan blog. 
 
Stories from Episcopal News Service 
Accessible at www.episcopalchurch.org/ens  
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
(Bookmark it on your browser.) 
 
[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration… The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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