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Is this how the church must be governed? 

A vestry person at the Cathe-
dral Church of the Nativity, 
Bill Cauller was a Diocese of 
Bethlehem deputy to General 
Convention 2006. Essays on 
General Convention by other 
deputies (including Andrew 
Gerns, not in photo to left) 
were published in the July/ 
August edition of Diocesan 
Life and are accessible at our 
diocesan blog*. See the top 
item on the June archives of 
the blog. 

COME AND GROW   BY BILL CAULLER 

Bethlehem of Pa is our interactive diocesan internet list 
for news, information, opinion and conversation related to the Diocese of 
Bethlehem, the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion. Columns by 
Barbara Crafton are posted there several times weekly. To have your email 
address joined to the list, send a note to Bill Lewellis, blewellis@diobeth.org. 
Ask to be added to the Bethlehem of Pa list. You will receive an average of 50 
notes weekly. If you prefer something less active, look below at newSpin. 

The Rev. Barbara Cawthorne Crafton 
is an Episcopal 
priest, author and 
retreat leader. 
She heads the Ge-
ranium Farm, a 
nonprofit institute 
for the promotion 
of ministries of 
spiritual growth 
in parishes and in 
the lives of indi-
viduals. Her sev-
eral-times-a-week reflections – she calls 
them eMo’s – are posted on Bethlehem of 
Pa. See the box to the left. Ask Bill Lewellis, 
blewellis@diobethorg, to add your email 
address to the list. And you’ll find more 
info about Barbara and her ministry at 
www.geraniumfarm.org/crafton.cfm. 

Ethics is a strange business. It has 
traditionally been an attempt to find 
what it calls a categorical imperative, 
a rule that will work in all places at all 
times, so as to effectively automate 
moral decision-making. So we won’t 
have to decide things – all we’ll have 
to do is plug in the data and our ethical 
choice will pop out of the slot. So we’re 
always for life and we’re always 
against violence and we’re always 
against stealing and always this and al-
ways that. Which should make it all 
much simpler. 

It would, if we were machines and 
ethical choice was made on paper. But 
we are not machines; we are real 
people. We don’t live in a theorem: we 
live in the world. And ethical choice is 
never made on paper: in ethics, as in 
geometry, none of the figures we work 
with are real. 

There’s really no such thing as a 
point, no such thing as a line or a ray – 
none of them exist physically. And 
there’s no such thing as a simple choice. 

Ethical theory is singular: one act, 
one result. Ethical practice is always 
multiple, dozens of causes buffeting 
every moment of choice, many effects 
beyond the one effect I ordered when I 
chose. 

We’ll kill anyone who tries to kill 
us. Okay – that should take care of the 
problem. But their relatives will live 
to fight another day, and then there are 
more deaths for us to avenge. One death 
leads to another: another bombing, an-
other suicide attack, one on the right, 
one on the left, more and more until the 
math starts to break down, and we be-
gin to suspect it’s not about math at all. 

We have the right, surely, to defend 
ourselves. Surely, yes. Theoretically, 
yes. Until a missile kills your baby 
as she sleeps in her crib. And then 
there is no mathematics to describe 
how her death fulfills the equation of 
justice, because there is no longer any 
equation. 

Conformity with a theory or a plan 
is never sufficient justification for an 
action. In all I do, I am responsible for 
more than my intent. I am responsible 
for what actually happens as a result of 
what I have done, the accidental things 
that ensued because of the course I took. 

Perhaps I should pray more. And 
stop looking in nature for things that 
don’t exist in nature – points, lines, 
rays, simple choices. 

The Geometry 
of Choice 

Barbara Cawthorne Crafton 

Come and Grow. General Conven-
tion emphasized this invitation to our 
Episcopal Church, its members and the 
world community. It is a sign of wel-
come to all. It is a significant indication 
of the hospitality our church extends to 
the world. 

To quote the statement of the Church 
of the Messiah, Baltimore: 

“We welcome Episcopalians, Chris-
tians from other traditions, and 
members of other faiths. We welcome 
seekers and skeptics, agnostics and 
atheists. We welcome the hopeful, 
the despondent, the ambivalent and 
the indifferent. We welcome all ages 
and abilities, classes and cultures, 
races, genders and sexual orienta-
tions. We welcome everyone to par-
ticipate in our worship and in our 
community, without insisting that 
any person become like any one of 
us in order to be accepted.” 
This invitation to “come and grow” 

may well define our longing for and 
practice of inclusiveness and explain 
the aura which was evident at General 
Convention. 

General Convention is a grand as-
sembly of our diverse membership and 
it highlights our inclusiveness. I believe 
it is a holy time for young and old, male 
and female, clergy and lay from small 
parishes and large cathedrals in areas 
rural and urban – from 50 states and 
ten sovereign nations to gather in prayer 
and proper concern for the church. 

It is a time of reflection and celebra-
tion of our treasured history, to assess 
current issues, examine the state of the 
church, affirm all that is right and good 
and to chart a Godly path for the future. 

The volume of resolutions presented 
to the House of Deputies is daunting, 
almost overwhelming. Resolutions are 
designed to initiate, empower and im-
prove the ministry and mission of our 
church. Resolutions dealing with wor-
ship, liturgy and music, the prayer book, 
education. Christian Formation and  a 
real mission of caring for the lives of 
others are considered in extensive and 
fair hearings, and are debated pro and 

con by bishops, other clergy and lay 
deputies. 

 A hard working Program, Budget and 
Finance Committee hears requests for 
mission dollars and for funds to sup-
port National Church staff and prop-
erty expenses. They prepare and 
present for approval a balanced budget 
for the next triennium. 

It is reassuring to know that more 
then 850 deputies and 300 bishops 
acted responsibly and prayerfully to ad-
dress critical areas of concern for our 
church as it proclaims the gospel of 
Christ in our society. 

The presentation of 350-400 resolu-
tions, hours of committee hearings, ex-
tensive floor debate  (Roberts Rules of 
Order prevailing), electronic voting and 
paper ballots, voting by orders, and two 
houses of legislature concurring appears 
cumbersome and unwieldy. 

 Is this how the church must be gov-
erned?  Yes, and the system works! It is 
painfully democratic. All sides are 
heard and responded to. The interests 
of the church and its mission to “come 
and grow” are advanced. 

Here are a few tidbits I found inter-
esting and would like to share with you. 

From the Social and Urban Affairs, 
Anti-Racism Committee Hearing: 

After long debate regarding racism, 
slavery and reparations, a discerning, 
proud African American woman re-
marked, “I don’t want your apology. 
I don’t want your money.  What I want 
is your respect.” 
From the Communications 
Committee Hearing: 
Hi-tech, computer talk, laptops, web 
pages, blogs, iPods, cell phones, etc. 
It’s not Mrs. Townsend and the trusty 
mimeograph machine anymore! 
From Program, Budget & Finance: 
Convention approves $152 million 
budget for the next triennium. Epis-
copalians are generous, committed to 
Evangelism, Church Planting, MDG 
(Millennium Development Goals), 
Children and Young Adults. 
Ecumenical: 
Successes with Lutherans, 
Moravians, careful dialogue with 
Methodists, gentle (stumbling) con-
versation with Jews, Muslims, Hin-
dus, Buddhists, et al. 
Lapel Buttons: 
Distributed at reception after election 
of new Presiding Bishop: It’s a Girl! 
I am deeply grateful to have had the 

opportunity to serve the Diocese of 
Bethlehem as a lay deputy to General 
Convention. 
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newSpin... News with some Spin... is an electronic 
newsletter of information related to the Diocese of Bethlehem, the Episcopal 
Church and the Anglican Communion... with some spin, of course, from the 
editor. To receive it online, about six times monthly, send your email address 
to Bill Lewellis, blewellis@diobeth.org. Ask for newSpin. If you are joined to 
Bethlehem of Pa (see above) you are already receiving newSpin, in addition to 
many other notes. 

*Diocesan Blog... www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin 

Yes, and the system works! It is painfully democratic. All sides 
are heard and responded to. The interests of the church and its 
mission to “come and grow” are advanced. 


