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Fall Festival of the Arts in Reading, September 8-10 
Co-sponsored by Christ Episcopal and Trinity Lutheran churches. Art exhibit and sale, a 
Broadway play and an organ concert. The organ concert is set for Sunday at 4:00 pm at Christ 
Church, featuring Aaron David Miller. Tickets priced at $15 must be purchased to attend the play, 
Mass Appeal, Friday 7:30 and Saturday 3:00 and 7:30 at the Genesius Theatre. 
 
Emerging Church Learning Party 
Resources for Outreach, Worship and Spiritual Formation in Today’s Culture  
Saturday, September 16, at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre, 10:00 to 5:00. Led by Karen Ward, 
abbess of Church of the Apostles, Seattle (a joint Episcopal/Lutheran church plant) and a key 
figure in the Emerging Church conversation in the US and the UK. Sponsored by the Evangelism 
Commission of the Diocese of Bethlehem. See our diocesan blog and/or 
www.peacemealcommunity.blogspot.com for more information, including how to register. The 
new “emerging church” movement is making a major impact on the landscape of North American 
Christianity and around the world. Discover what it’s about and its significance for re-shaping 
church and mission in today’s culture. Explore how you can get involved in and be enriched by 
insights from the emerging church conversation. In the context of an experiential Kingdom party, 
experience new ways to integrate arts, new media technologies and ancient Christian practices 
into worship, outreach, and spiritual formation. The Learning Party includes lunch and ends with 
an emerging worship service led by a Church of the Apostles team.  
 
Dedication of First Elementary School in Diocese 
On Sunday, September 10, Grace Episcopal Church, Allentown, will dedicate the new elementary 
program of Grace Montessori School, the only elementary Montessori program in the Lehigh 
Valley and the first Episcopal grade school in the Diocese of Bethlehem. The school's dedication 
marks a momentous event in the educational life of the region. The dedication will feature letters 
of commendation from Allentown Mayor Ed Pawlowski, Bishop Paul, and the Presiding Bishop-
elect of the Episcopal Church, Katharine Jefferts Schori. Read the news release here. Download 
the invitation here. 
 
Exhibit of Liturgical Vestments and Textiles, Sept. 7-29 
This is a news release from the Baum School of Art, Fifth and Linden in the Allentown Arts 
District, across from Grace Church. Read it here. 
 
Ministry Fair at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem  
Sunday, September 10, in Sayre Hall, 9:00 a.m. Includes presentation of new Sudanese crafts. 
 
9/11 Matters of Faith 
[From Al’s Morning Meeting at Poyneronline by way of Rick Cluett] On the Sunday after the 
attacks, Sept. 16, 2001, churches were filled. But within the following year, pollsters said, there 
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was no evidence of a lasting religious reawakening in America. 
The PBS "Frontline" documentary, "Faith and Doubt," which examined the role of religion in the 
attacks and in how people saw the attacks, asked online readers in an online (unscientific) poll if 
the attacks caused them to doubt their faith. Eleven percent of respondents said they lost some 
faith, but 52 percent said their faith was stronger. The documentary addressed a number of 
questions in these chapters: Voices of Sept. 11 The drama of faith and doubt began when the first 
plane disappeared into the North Tower. Here are testimonies of six people who suffered terrible 
losses on Sept. 11, and two who survived the destruction of the World Trade Center. The 
Question of God For many people of faith, the face of God was altered on Sept. 11; the old, 
comforting images no longer sufficed. For atheists and agnostics, it was not God but humanity 
that was called into question. How did Sept. 11 affect our notions of what God is and isn't? The 
Question of Evil On Sept. 11, the word "evil" gained new currency, as President Bush and others 
began using the term not as an adjective but as a noun. Did we look into the face of evil that day? 
What is it we talk about when we talk about evil? The Question of Religion Since Sept. 11, many 
are asking with urgency, and anger, how such things can be done in the name of God. Many have 
been forced to look at the potential for darkness within their own religious traditions. Is religion 
itself the problem, or the solution? Can it be both? Epilogue: Ground Zero In the end, what kind 
of faith can be salvaged from the ruins of Ground Zero? 
 
Local Events/Celebrations/Fund Raisers 
Updated today on our diocesan blog. I’m doing my best to keep it updated daily, from 
information you provide. If you don't see your event here, please send info to Bill Lewellis. 
 
Voice for Life Chorister Program at St. Stephen's, Wilkes-Barre, September 14 
September 14, 6:00pm, an Open House with dinner, to introduce interested parents and children 
to St. Stephen's "Voice for Life" Chorister Program. The program is affiliated with the Royal 
School of Church Music in America, and is free to an child or youth age five through high school. 
Small stipends will be offered to children for their participation in rehearsals, liturgies and other 
choir events. Those wishing to attend the Open House are asked to contact St. Stephen's Music 
Office at 570-825-6653 or use this email. 
 
Family Day, A Day to Eat Dinner With Your Children 
The Recovery Commission is encouraging parishes to participate in the Family Day, sponsored 
by the National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University. In 
cooperation with the Commission, Bishop Paul has proclaimed Monday, September 25, as the 
diocesan community’s Family Day, A Day to Eat Dinner With Your Children. This is a national 
effort to promote parental engagement as a simple, effective way to reduce youth substance abuse 
risk and to raise healthier children. A child who reaches age 21 without using drugs, smoking 
cigarettes or abusing alcohol is virtually certain never to do so. Research shows that the more 
often children eat dinner with their families, the less likely they are to smoke, drink, or use illegal 
drugs. Materials and ideas for this day can be downloaded at www.CASAFamilyDay.org  
Announcements could be made in a bulletin insert or in e-mail mailings. We encourage parishes 
to participate in creative ways and to recognize persons who indicate they are going to participate 
in the program. Please contact John Miller, mllr1959@aol.com, or Donna Jean Kiessling, 
djkiessling@dejazzd.com, members of the Recovery Commission, so we know your parish is 
joining this national effort. If you wish to publish the Bishop’s Family Day proclamation in 
parish mailings and/or bulletins, you may download it from our diocesan blog. 
 
Diocesan Calendar of Events 
Here’s an updated version of our diocesan calendar. 
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Parish Newsletters 
At our diocesan blog, you may download parish newsletters from Athens, Bethlehem (Cathedral 
and Trinity), Douglassville, Easton, Emmaus, Hellertown, Mt. Pocono, Nazareth and Scranton 
(Good Shepherd). 
 
Stories from Episcopal News Service 
Accessible at www.episcopalchurch.org/ens  
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
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[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration…The goal is for all 
of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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