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Dedication of First Elementary School in Diocese 
On Sunday, September 10, Grace Episcopal Church, Allentown, will dedicate the new elementary 
program of Grace Montessori School, the only elementary Montessori program in the Lehigh 
Valley and the first Episcopal grade school in the Diocese of Bethlehem. The school's dedication 
marks a momentous event in the educational life of the region. The dedication will feature letters 
of commendation from Allentown Mayor Ed Pawlowski, Bishop Paul, and the Presiding Bishop-
elect of the Episcopal Church, Katharine Jefferts Schori. Read the news release here. Download 
the invitation here. 
 
Emerging Church Learning Party 
Resources for Outreach, Worship and Spiritual Formation in Today’s Culture  
Saturday, September 16, at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre, 10:00 to 5:00. Led by Karen Ward, 
abbess of Church of the Apostles, Seattle (a joint Episcopal/Lutheran church plant) and a key 
figure in the Emerging Church conversation in the US and the UK. Sponsored by the Evangelism 
Commission of the Diocese of Bethlehem. See our diocesan blog and/or 
www.peacemealcommunity.blogspot.com for more information, including how to register. 
 
Safeguarding God’s Children 
The Safeguarding God’s Children training program scheduled for September 16 has been 
cancelled because of insufficient enrollment. The following dates are still open for enrollment:  
September 23 at Prince of Peace, Dallas; November 4 at St. Mark’s, Moscow, and St. Gabriel, 
Douglassville; November 11 at Nativity Cathedral, Bethlehem. Registration of $20.00 (includes 
lunch) can be sent c/o Rosemary Kleintop, Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte Street, 
Bethlehem, PA 18015.  Email rkleintop@diobeth.org or telephone: 610-691-5655, ext. 224. 
 
Church Periodical Club 
Annie Rayman, a dedicated worker for children’s literacy through the Church Periodical Club 
and Mile of Pennies, has moved out-of-state.  Her move leaves a gap in the coordination of this 
ECW ministry throughout the diocese. Someone from the New York office will come to train her 
replacement. Interested persons may call Jane Nurse (570-965-2085), Marlene Hartshorne (610-
395-2583), or Dorothy Shaw (570-836-2049) to talk about the responsibilities.  
 
ECW liaison 
Another ECW position that just became vacant is liaison between the Episcopal Church Women 
and the Diocesan Council. Mary Jane Syle of St. Paul’s, Montrose, has been in this position for 
many years along with her husband Hap. Hap has completed his term on Council, and Mary Jane 
has asked to be replaced also. Interested persons may call Jane Nurse (570-965-2085), Marlene 
Hartshorne (610-395-2583), or Dorothy Shaw (570-836-2049) for more information. 
 
Family Day, A Day to Eat Dinner With Your Children 
The Recovery Commission is encouraging parishes to participate in the Family Day, sponsored 
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by the National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University. In 
cooperation with the Commission, Bishop Paul has proclaimed Monday, September 25, as the 
diocesan community’s Family Day, A Day to Eat Dinner With Your Children. This is a national 
effort to promote parental engagement as a simple, effective way to reduce youth substance abuse 
risk and to raise healthier children. A child who reaches age 21 without using drugs, smoking 
cigarettes or abusing alcohol is virtually certain never to do so. Research shows that the more 
often children eat dinner with their families, the less likely they are to smoke, drink, or use illegal 
drugs. Materials and ideas for this day can be downloaded at www.CASAFamilyDay.org  
Announcements could be made in a bulletin insert or in e-mail mailings. We encourage parishes 
to participate in creative ways and to recognize persons who indicate they are going to participate 
in the program. Please contact John Miller, mllr1959@aol.com, or Donna Jean Kiessling, 
djkiessling@dejazzd.com, members of the Recovery Commission, so we know your parish is 
joining this national effort. If you wish to publish the Bishop’s Family Day proclamation in 
parish mailings and/or bulletins, you may download it from our diocesan blog. 
 
Children’s Clothing Sale/Open House 
Sponsored by St. Andrew’s Nursery School, 1900 Pennsylvania Avenue, Allentown PA, to 
benefit Turning Point on Sunday, September 24, 11:30 to 3:00. Questions: 610-882-1415. 
 
Local Events/Celebrations/Fund Raisers 
Don’t miss this recent listing on our diocesan blog of local events/celebrations/fund raisers of 
parishes and parish-related ministries. Its use and popularity are quickly increasing. I’m doing my 
best to keep it updated daily, from information you provide. If you don't see your event here, 
please send info to Bill Lewellis. 
 
Diocesan Calendar of Events 
Here’s an updated version of our diocesan calendar. 
 
Grace Episcopal Church, Kingston 
A Wilkes-Barre Times-Leader photo feature of Grace Church, Kingston, is accessible here. 
Parishioner Joe Jackloski says if such a spread were contracted by the church as advertising, it 
would have cost in excess of $1,800. Father Bob Timchak, who compiled the information and 
coordinated this, is a Roman Catholic priest on leave of absence from the Diocese of Scranton. 
He is employed also as a probation officer for Luzerne County.  
 
Grace, Kingston, welcomes Primate of Canada:  
On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of Father Geoff Howson's ministry, Ocober 1, Grace 
Episcopal Church in Kingston will be honored by the presence of Archbishop Andrew Hutchison, 
the Anglican Primate of Canada, who will preside at the 10:00am Eucharist. Archbishop 
Hutchison is the elected head of the Synod of Canada, equivalent to the role of Presiding Bishop 
of the Episcopal Church USA. He and Father Howson had been colleagues for many years in 
Canada and remain fast friends. Father Howson considers the Archbishop his spiritual mentor and 
credits him for the inspiration to become a priest. All are welcome to attend. A reception will be 
held in the Wallis room after the service. 
 
Bishop’s Column for September 
Valuing Co-Workers and the Dignity of Labor 
Bishop Paul’s September column for secular newspapers. Read it here. 
 
Verna Dozier 
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Verna J. Dozier, 88, a retired D.C. public school teacher and administrator who became a leading 
theologian and lay preacher in the Episcopal Church, died Sept. 1 of complications from 
Parkinson's disease. She was a longtime member and former senior warden of St. Mark's 
Episcopal Church on Capitol Hill, a biblical scholar and a leader of Bible study seminars, a 
church consultant and an advocate and spokeswoman for the authority and ministry of the laity in 
religious communities. She led classes and workshops throughout the United States and overseas, 
made audio- and videotape recordings and was author or co-author of dozens of books, articles 
and pamphlets on spiritual concerns and issues. 
 
When she reached junior high school, she received a Bible as a Christmas present. She read it 
cover to cover twice but didn't get anything out of it. She would later conclude that only through 
an organized and disciplined program of study could the Bible be properly understood. "If you 
just dip into it, you may get a very distorted idea," she once said in a sermon. "If you dip into one 
part, you may think it's just a grim recital of do's and don'ts. If you dip into another part, you may 
think it's just a diatribe against women. If you dip into another part, you may think it's a polemic 
for the status quo. It would be like trying to understand a great painting by looking at the detail 
before you saw the whole painting." 
 
See Episcopal News Service for obituary, biography and some of Verna’s words. See also the 
obituary in the Washington Post. 
 
Exhibit of Liturgical Vestments and Textiles 
This is a news release from the Baum School of Art, Fifth and Linden in the Allentown Arts 
District, across from Grace Church. Read it here. 
 
September 24 Jazz Vespers at St. Anne's, Trexlertown 
Reflections of Peace, a Jazz Vespers program will be presented by the Brass Roots Trio at 4:00 
pm. A one-hour inspirational program of jazz and contemporary arrangements of hymns and 
spirituals interspersed with readings from scripture and poetry. All are welcome. A reception will 
follow. St. Anne's is located at 6667 Lower Macungie Road, opposite Church Lane. For more 
info: the church office, 610-398-3321. The Brass Roots Trio has moved audiences throughout 
North America and around the world. See the Trio's website. 
 
Voice for Life Chorister Program at St. Stephen's, Wilkes-Barre 
September 14, 6:00pm, an Open House with dinner, to introduce interested parents and children 
to St. Stephen's "Voice for Life" Chorister Program. The program is affiliated with the Royal 
School of Church Music in America, and is free to an child or youth age five through high school. 
Small stipends will be offered to children for their participation in rehearsals, liturgies and other 
choir events. Those wishing to attend the Open House are asked to contact St. Stephen's Music 
Office at 570-825-6653 or use this email. 
 
EfM in Bethlehem 
[From Anne Kitch] The Cathedral Church of the Nativity hosts an EfM (Education for Ministry) 
seminar that meets Wednesdays, 9:30am to noon, from September through May. We are currently 
receiving registrations for new members for this fall. The Seminar begins September 13. 
Education for Ministry, affectionately known as EfM, is a program of theological education-at-a-
distance of the School of Theology of the University of the South. Seminar meetings include 
worship, bible study and theological reflection. Students sign up one year at a time for this four-
year program. It covers the basics of a theological education in the Old and New Testaments, 
church history, liturgy, and theology. Students meet regularly in seminars under the guidance of 
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trained mentors. Current participants include Jan Charney, Karen Kitabwalla and Beth 
Vorosmarti. For more information, please contact one of the group’s mentors: Janet Kolepp at 
610-954-9582 or  jkolepp@msn.com or the Rev. Anne E. Kitch at the Cathedral 610-865-0727 or 
akitch@nativitycathedral.org.  
 
Parish newsletters 
Read parish newsletters here. To have your parish newsletters published via the diocesan blog, 
please send a pdf version of the newsletter to Bill Lewellis. 
 
Celebration in Hamlin for Father Fill 
On Sunday, September 10, at 2:30 pm, St. John's Church, Hamlin, will host a liturgy and 
reception honoring the Rev. Michael Fill, celebrating the 40th anniversary of his ordination to the 
priesthood. More info here.  
 
Urban Legend Quiz 5 
Appearing on 60 Minutes in 1994, Attorney General Janet Reno said that anyone who 
believed the Bible was a dangerous cultist. Is this popular religious urban legend a fact, 
or absolute baloney? Find out on our diocesan blog.  
 
Staying motivated to be fit 
Have you ever started a fitness program and then quit? If you answer yes, you're not alone. Many 
people start programs but stop when they get bored or results come too slowly. Here's help 
staying motivated. Thanks to Diana Marshall for this pointer. 
 
Stories from Episcopal News Service 
Accessible at www.episcopalchurch.org/ens  
 
Teaching Tolerance 
How to Talk With Children About 9.11: As we approach the fifth anniversary of the 9.11 terrorist 
attacks, columnist Dana Williams explores ways to discuss war, terrorism and anti-Arab 
stereotypes with young people. Activity: Who Are the Arab Americans? Since the September 11th 
terrorist attacks, Arab Americans have been the targets of profound bias, harassment and hate 
crimes. Ongoing conflicts in the Middle East only exacerbate stereotypes about people of Arab 
descent. This newly updated activity can help students overcome misperceptions of this ethnic 
group. The ABCs of Latino Heritage: In a special edition of the ABCs (Anti-Bias Classroom), 
Teaching Tolerance provides a new collection of classroom activities and resources to help 
students appreciate the struggle for Latino civil rights and the obstacles faced by immigrants in 
the U.S. today. And there’s much more at www.tolerance.org.  
 
Grace comes through the back door 
[From a sermon by Andy Gerns] Last week was a bad week for the Ark Soup Kitchen community 
and that means it was a bad week for us. Not because anything went wrong or because someone 
broke or stole something or because their bad week took up a lot of our time. Their bad week is 
our bad week because we are connected. Communities are like that. Here is what happened: 
Barney died yesterday. Barney was not his real name. It is what people called him. Barney was 
one of our most regular Soup Kitchen guests. He was known around Easton and Phillipsburg as 
eccentric, a fixture, someone people saw on the streets and on the Circle. Yesterday, just before 
the meal was to begin, Barney had a heart attack and died. I want us to remember Barney, to learn 
from the fact that he was among us, and learn that when Barney was here, Jesus was here; even 
though we, for the most part, did not know it. I don’t know if Barney ate with unwashed hands, 
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but for many people he was unclean and unwelcome and he called this Church home. [Read the 
rest at Andy’s blog.] 
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
(Bookmark it on your browser.) 
 
[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration…The goal is for all 
of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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