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Ned Caum farewell letter to the 
parishioners of Trinity, Athens 

NEWS WITH SOME SPIN 

Sept. 23: Prince of Peace, Dallas 
Nov. 4: St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville 
Nov. 4: St. Mark’s, Moscow 
Nov. 11: Cathedral, Bethlehem 
Mar. 17: Christ Church, Reading 
Apr. 14: St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre 
Apr. 28: Cathedral, Bethlehem 
May 5: St. Luke’s, Scranton 

The Diocese of Bethlehem is working 
to reduce the possibility of child abuse 
occurring in our congregations. All 
clergy, vestry, paid church personnel 
— also volunteers who regularly work 
with or around children or youth — may 
need to take or update their training. 

SAFEGUARDING GOD’S CHILDREN 
An Educational Program for 

Preventing Child Abuse 

Registration deadline is five days before 
each event. Programs run from 9:30 to 3:30. 
Participants must be present for the entire 
training to receive a certificate. Cost  for 
training is $15 per person; $5 additional if 
you want lunch provided. 
To register: Make your check payable to 
Diocese of Bethlehem. Send it to Diocesan 
House, 333 Wyandotte Street, Bethlehem 
18015, to the attention of Rosemary Kleintop. 
Note full name, parish, and role at church/ 
organization. 
More info: Email rkleintop@diobeth.org or call 
800-358-5655 or 610-691-5655 x224. 
A half-day session at these diocesan training 
sessions is no longer available for Sunday 
Church School teachers and those who work 
with or around children or youth fewer than four 
times a year. They may take training locally in 
a parish setting. Please see your rector. 

Cathedral takes on ad campaign via cable TV and postcards … again 
The Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, has been airing Cable TV ads (with a 
local tag) 210 times over four weeks beginning August 21 on local cable and has 
mailed a similarly-themed postcard to over 4,000 local households inviting all to 
Cathedral’s annual ministry fair (Nativityfest), September 10. You may download the 
postcard at the August archives of our diocesan blog.* 
“Advertising works!” says Jenifer Gamber of the Cathedral. “Last year the Cathedral 
had 120+ more people at each of the Christmas and Easter services and more than two 
dozen new families joined during the year.” She says the postcard mailing costs $1,200 
and the 30-second TV ad costs $1,900. This continues a campaign begun last year that 
included three postcard mailings to the same 4,000+ households, 7 weeks of TV adver-
tising and 1/4 page newspaper ads with other Lehigh Valley Episcopal Churches. 

Happening #16 
...a once in a lifetime 
Christian Experience 
for youth (grades 9-12)! 

November 10-12 
Kirby House, Mountaintop 
Happening is a spiritual retreat 
presented by teenagers for teenagers, 
with the help of thoughtful adults. The 
weekend provides a sacred, safe space 
where youth may deepen their 
relationship with Jesus, or meet him 
for the first time. 

A wonderful prelude or follow-up to 
confirmation, Happening is the 
chance for youth to build a foundation 
for their unique lives of faith 

All of this happens through lively 
worship, daily prayer, shared insights, 
music and the arts, and a few great 
surprises. 

Happening encourages youth to go 
out into the world to live and proclaim 
what they have learned and to 
participate fully in the life of their 
home parishes. 
Registration forms will be sent to 
rectors and youth leaders (and may 
also be found on our diocesan blog) 
on September 15. 

Dear Friends, 
I was asked to write a sort of farewell message. This 

isn’t farewell since I will be Trula’s assistant, and, like a 
bad penny, will occasionally turn up. 

The only way I can write a sort of farewell is to begin 
at the beginning. I arrived here at Trinity in late October of 
1990 and so have been here for almost sixteen years. 
I really didn’t know what my ministry would be and was even ready to preside 
over the closing of the church if necessary. 

I wasn’t here long before I realized that Trinity served a vital function, by sup-
plying a church home for people looking for a small church where everybody (well, 
almost everybody) pulled together and ministered to one another and for the most 
part didn’t have their own agendas. 

It appeared to me that God was calling me to teach and model what Christian 
ministry is all about. I have preached and taught about ministry until I’m sure many 
of you were tired of it. But in the words of the Indian chief sidekick of Clint 
Eastwood in The Outlaw Josey Wales, I “endeavored to persevere.” 

My ministry here in a formal way is and has by choice become less and less 
active. I believe we have, with the concurrence of the diocese, listened to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit in selecting Trula to be our priest. 

I have been humbled by your love, care, concern and support in the aftermath of 
my heart attacks and subsequent by-pass surgery. Your support, love, care and 
concern for me in my ongoing recovery from alcohol abuse have been literally life- 
saving for me. There are no words that can convey my tremendous gratitude to you 
for your ministry to me. Thank you! See you around the church and perhaps else-
where. Love, Ned 

Spaghetti Dinners in Allentown 
and Reading 
Grace Church, Fifth and Linden streets, 
Allentown, will host a Spaghetti Dinner, Sep-
tember 29 from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. Adults 
$8.00 Children 6-12 $5.00 Children 5 and 
younger free. Tickets will be available for 
pre sale. Walk-ins welcome as well. Take 
outs available. The Menu: Spaghetti for 
adults and twisties for kids, meatballs, 
marinara sauce, sprinkle cheese, salad greens 
with choice of oil and vinegar or Italian 
dressings, Garlic/Non-Garlic Bread, Italian 
pastry assortment, coffee, tea, ice tea and 
red wine (additional donation). More info: 
David Moyer, paflamingo@aol.com, who 
reports that monetary donations to help de-
fray the cost of ingredients would be wel-
come (payable to Grace Episcopal Church, 
write Spaghetti Dinner on memo line). 
St. Mary’s Church, 100 W. Windsor Street, 
Reading, will host a Spaghetti Dinner and 
Silent Auction to aid in deficit relief, Sep-
tember 16. They are soliciting donations on 
new items to be used for the silent auction 
from businesses around the Reading area. 
Individuals are sponsoring baskets filled 
with kids’ items, men’s items, and women’s 
items. Advance tickets for the dinner are 
$5.00 for adults and $2.50 for children 6 
and under. At the door tickets for adults are 
$6.00 and Children 6 and under are $3.00. 
They are also seeking sponsors for the ad-
vertising in the local news paper. Flyers have 
been sent to churches nearby. 

Exhibit of vestments and fabric 
hangings at Baum School 
The directors of the Baum School of Art, 
(Fifth and Linden, Allentown, across from 
Grace Church), aware of the vestments used 
at Grace Church, asked if the artist who de-
signs and creates them would want to stage 
an exhibition. Vincent Crosby agreed, and 
the vestry voted to partner with the Baum 
School for an exhibition of vestments and 
fabric hangings, September 7 to 29. The 
opening reception will be on September 14 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Grace and the Baum 
School have been building a relationship. Baum 
School teachers  will provide the art educa-
tion program this year for the students at 
Grace Montessori elementary school. 
When sending checks … 
When sending a check to Diocesan House 
with registration for an event, be sure to make 
your check payable to “Diocese of Bethlehem” 
(with the specific event in the memo line). 
Yard Sale at Grace, Allentown 
Clean out your closets and attics for the Yard 
Sale to be held in the parking lot behind Grace 
Church, Fifth and Linden, Allentown, on Satur-
day, Sept. 23, 8:00 to 2:00. Donations will be 
accepted after the 10:00 a.m. Eucharist (until 
12:30) on three Sundays: September 3, 10, 17. 
Collection area will be the AIDS Outreach build-
ing. All proceeds will go to the church. Items not 
sold will be donated to charity. Contact: 
Chris Daniel, cdaniel6@hotmail.com, 610- 
351-1595, or Kelly Cannon, 610-703-9272. 

Canon Edward L. Caum 

be necessary. Yet how can we understand 
Jesus if we do not understand sacrifice? How 
– without experiencing sacrifice – can we 
ever understand a love that says, “Forgive 
them” even while Jesus is being put to death? 

Many years ago I was meditating on the 
meaning of the phrase “We have an advo-
cate before the Father, Jesus Christ.” In my 
mind’s eye I had a vision of Jesus standing 
side by side with me before the Father, say-
ing, “For this one I would die.” 

Not for all of humanity, not for any 
particular community, but for this one – 
meaning me. I was overwhelmed with 
emotion, and understanding that my Good 
Shepherd, my noble Shepherd, cared so 
much for me that he would lay down his 
life for me alone, if necessary. 

Anyone who has had that kind of moment 
of total awareness of Jesus’ love and the 
powerful, powerful forgiveness and accep-
tance it brings can never forget it! It humbles 
me every time I think of it. It helps to move 
me to forgive the petty grudges I sometimes 
hold against others. 

Each day that we remember Christ’s love, 
it continues to grow and urges us on to want 
to give of ourselves foolishly and recklessly. 

When we know the gift of Christ’s sacri-
fice, we want to give until we quit taking. We 
want to live “for-giving”; not “for-taking.” 

In this story of our model Shepherd, there 
is a subtle direction to earthly pastors as 
well. To turn sheep into shepherds we need 
to give them ownership. Owners bear the 
cost of ownership, not so the hired hand. 

 The hired hand does not see enough re-
ward for the risk of staying with the sheep in 
danger. When danger approaches, or hard-
ship comes, the hired hand flees. The ser-
vant leader who follows the Model 
Shepherd’s calling instead cares for the com-
munity as if it were their very own. They *Diocesan Blog – www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin 

–Continued from page A3 follow their calling freely, out of devotion, 
and always try to set the good example for 
their community. 

This can be difficult at times. And at times 
as head of the community to which you are 
called, Trula, you will feel quite alone, even 
depressed, and confused. It is at times like 
these that you need to be aware that you are 
called to be a faithful servant, and not 
necessarily successful in ways the world 
would recognize. It is at times like these 
that you need to remember you are not alone 
in your calling. There is a community of 
ordained ministers who can understand 
such challenges. 

It is at times like these that you need to 
remember that the Good Shepherd, the 
Model Shepherd, the Noble Shepherd, 
knows you in the depth of your being and is 
there to care for you and refresh you; you 
need only to turn to him. 

Trula, when you chose these scriptures 
for this important milestone in your life, I 
believe you did so because they have deep 
meaning for you. I charge you, therefore, to 
take this image of the Model Shepherd as a 
model for your priesthood. 

Care lovingly for those who are entrusted 
to your care, comforting them, feeding them 
with Word and Sacrament (and, as Ann Kitch 
would remind us, chocolate when necessary), 
reproving them honestly and without anger, 
and urging them to grow in their knowledge 
and love of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

I charge you, too, to continue to seek a 
deeper heart knowledge of God, through 
prayer and meditation, study, and joining in the 
fellowship of your companions in ordained 
ministry. 

And may the One who began a good work 
in you, bring it to completion in the Day of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
The Rev. Mary E. Kisner is rector of St. Paul’s 
Church, Troy, in Bradford County. 

SERMON AT THE ORDINATION OF TRULA HOLLYWOOD 


