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Intimate relationship and radical obedience 
THE ORDINATION OF TRULA HOLLYWOOD  SERMON BY MARY KISNER 

Would you like to hear about resources for Outreach, 
Worship and Spiritual Formation in Today’s Culture? 

A LEARNING PARTY 

Come to an Emerging Church Learning Party on September 16 
The Evangelism Commission of the 

Diocese of Bethlehem is offering an 
Emerging Church Learning Party on 
Saturday, September 16 at St. Stephen’s, 
Wilkes-Barre, from 10:00 to 5:00. 

The Learning Party, which will focus 
on outreach, worship, and spiritual for-
mation in today’s culture, will be led by 
Karen Ward, pastor of Church of the 
Apostles, a joint Episcopal/Lutheran 
church plant, www.apostleschurch.org. 
Karen is one of the leading figures in the 
emerging church conversation in the US 
and the UK.  Also speaking will be Phila-
delphia-based emergent leader Robert 
Fisher, director for communications and 
development in the Southeastern PA 
Synod of the ELCA. 

Our hope is that this Learning Party 
will be an ecumenical event that draws 
people from a number of different de-

nominations to create a conversation 
about renewal and mission in our area. 

We believe this event could signifi-
cantly assist our parishes in moving 
from a “maintenance” to a “missional” 
mindset. This seminar will not only pro-
vide practical resources for outreach, 
worship, and spiritual formation (espe-
cially for the twenty- and thirty-some-
things most missing from our pews) but 
will stimulate us to dream about new 
forms of church life and mission. 

We invite you to come and experi-
ence new ways to integrate arts, media 
technologies, and ancient Christian prac-
tices into the life and outreach of your 
parish. 

Church of the Apostles has been leading 
events like this in dioceses around the 
country. They were featured in the 
January 2006 edition of Episcopal Life. 

See www.episcopalchurch.org. Type 
“Evangelism Parties” in quotes in the 
search box. 

You may register for the Emerging 
Church Learning Party online, 
www.learningparty.mollyguard.com. 
You may also send a check, payable to 
Diocese of Bethlehem, to Barbara 
Lewis, Diocesan House, 333 Wyandotte St., 
Bethlehem, PA 18015. Early registration, 
through September 4, is $25. Regular 
registration, September 5-15, is $30. 

The Learning Party includes a break-
fast snack and lunch and ends with an 
emerging worship service led by a 
Church of the Apostles team. 

The Learning Party is sponsored by 
Church of the Apostles, Praxis Center, 
in partnership with Peacemeal, 
www.peacemealcommunity.org, and 
the Diocese of Bethlehem. 

First Episcopal grade 
school in Diocese to 
open at Grace, Allentown 
On September 10, during the 10:00 a.m. Eu-
charist, Grace Church, Allentown, will dedi-
cate its new elementary school space, the 
location during the next two years of Grace 
Montessori’s early elementary classroom. 

This will officially launch the first Epis-
copal grade school in the Diocese of Beth-
lehem and the first Montessori elementary 
school in northeastern Pennsylvania. 

With expansion of Allentown’s new City 
Centre site where Grace Montessori pre- 
school is now located (on the first floor of 
the old Hess parking deck), Grace Church 
expects that the grade school will move from 
Grace’s second floor to the City Centre site. 

Since its founding fifteen years ago to 
address the development deficits of the chil-
dren who came to the church’s food bank, 
the school has grown from seven children to 
nearly 100. “Our school is one of only 37 
sites in the country where a teacher can earn 
certification through the American Montes-
sori Society,” said Father Patrick Malloy, 
rector, who serves also as president of the 
school. “We are especially proud that our 
school exists mainly for the poor. One-third 
of our students attend on scholarship. We 
have not lost sight of our founding vision.” 

This wonderful day has dawned and the 
time has come. Trula, your ordination to 
priesthood has begun. Over the years you 
have been asked many questions, and you’ve 
pondered the answers to so many more ques-
tions along the way. 

All in an effort to gain knowledge. Not 
the kind that would serve you well as a con-
testant on Jeopardy. The kind of knowledge 
you and all those with you on your ordina-
tion journey were anxious to find out was a 
knowledge of the heart. 

The primary questions asked (and an-
swered) were about radical knowledge: 
“Who are you, Trula, in your deepest be-
ing?’ “Who do you find yourself to be as 
God’s own beloved child?’ “Who is God 
calling you to become within the realm of 
human experience?” 

The questions are the same for all of us. 
But within the last few years as you jour-
neyed toward priesthood, the questions have 
become especially poignant. 

Within the gospel reading for today [John 
10:11-18] we find Jesus talking about this 
same kind of knowledge. He gives us a won-
derful word picture upon which we can 
meditate – the Good Shepherd. 

Chief among the thoughts expressed here 
is: “I know my own and my own know me.” 

He is speaking not of the knowledge of 
the head – facts and theorems and memo-
rized equations – but the knowledge of God, 
a kind of knowledge that strikes to the heart, 
a knowledge that involves total sacrifice and 
results in perfect intimacy. 

The life of Jesus Christ is an example of 
this kind of basic, core knowledge. “I know 
my own and my own know me.” 

Jesus could not have even begun to say 
this had he not known sacrifice. For it was 
already a sacrifice for Jesus to leave God’s 
side to be at our side – and he did that so 
that he could bring us to God’s side in the 
close and intimate way of the knowledge of 
the heart. 

This kind of God-Knowledge can only come 
through God and is a gift. A gift that flows from 

two sources (according to scripture): Intimate 
Relationship and Radical Obedience. 

We can know God by knowing Jesus. 
Therefore when Jesus makes the Father’s will 
known to us we must obey without reservation. 

In a demonstration of the depth of our trust 
in that intimate relationship with Christ, he 
takes us to the edge of what we think we 
know and says; “Now jump…” and in radi-
cal obedience we do – even though we may 
be filled with anxiety and fear of the unknown. 
Still we put “our hand in the hand of the man 
from Galilee.” 

Trula, I know you know what I’m talking 
about. I know you know why you are will-
ing to jump. It’s because in your inmost be-
ing you have heard the voice of the good 
shepherd, and you believe him when he says, 
“I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep.” 

Good shepherding (good leadership) in 
biblical terms is never defined by “getting 
ahead,” but by whether or not the leader 
leaves anyone behind! 

Our Jesus is not a good shepherd; he is 
the Good Shepherd. He is far above the mea-
surements or the comparisons of this world. 

He is not a good preacher, prophet or one 
of the world’s great leaders. He is beyond 
the dimensions of this world’s comprehen-
sion. He is God’s Beloved Son! 

Our conception of “good” is usually con-
nected to a moral judgment. Being good or 
bad, can earn a treat or a “time out.” But the 
term “good,” as it is used here, connotes 
beautiful, excellent, honest and honorable. It 
is used in context of “doing what is right” and 
even in the sense of discovering a treasure. 

To find Jesus is to find the most excellent 
treasure. To love Jesus is to love what is 
most beautiful and commendable. 

He is the friend who is always honest, 
but always fair. That is what it means to be 
the Good Shepherd. He is the unconditional 
shepherd who seeks us even if we are the 
only one who is lost and no matter how lost 
we are. 

The good shepherd is willing and pre-

pared to lay down His life when it is neces-
sary. In other words, his actions match his 
words and his words match the scriptures. 
Being “good” is not just being attractive or 
appealing; instead the word implicitly points 
to functionality: it is utilitarian. 

In the creation story [Gen. 1:4-25], God’s 
works are pronounced good because they 
fulfill their purpose. Something is good when 
it fulfills God’s purpose – something is not 
good when it doesn’t meet the will of God. 
Jesus is good because he is the promise that 
is fulfilled. 

He is not attractive just because of his 
words or his voice; what he promises to do 
– he does. He is the Good Shepherd because 
he lays down his life for his sheep just as he 
promised. He is good because he does good! 

In the Scriptures we are told: He gathers 
his lambs and carries them close to his heart 
[Isaiah 40:11]. He searches for his sheep and 
gathers the scattered flock. He leads them to 
the best grazing land. He brings back strays, 
binds the injured and strengthens the weak 
[Ezekiel 34:11-16]. He equips us for every 
good work and to do his will, that we may 
also please God [Hebrews 13:20-21]. He 
bore our sins on his body and calls us from 
sin to return [I Peter 2:24-25]. 

We learn what is good and what is love 
by his example – he did what he promised: 
Jesus is good because he fulfills every prom-
ise of the Father. 

In turn, we are good – not because of what 
we say or how photogenic we are – we are 
good when we act to fulfill the promises of 
the Father. 

It is good, according to God: When we: 
produce a crop (bring others to the under-
standing of God’s love and forgiveness). 
When we sell all we have, give the money 
to the poor and follow Christ. When we ex-
travagantly love the poor as though they were 
Jesus. When people see God’s workmanship 
in our lives. 

In a verse that is one of my all time favorites, 
the prophet Micah tells us in all simplicity that 
we can measure our “goodness” by three acts: 

“He has told you, O man, what is good; and 
what does the LORD require of you but to 
do justice, to love kindness, and to walk hum-
bly with your God?” [Micah: 6:8] 

In all these ways we follow the example 
of our model Shepherd when we love God 
as we are loved and when we love others 
by acting in radical obedience according 
God’s will. 

Jesus points out that there is a serious dif-
ference between the hired hand and the good 
shepherd. What is that difference? Owner-
ship. The hired hand has no personal inter-
est in keeping the sheep safe. 

At first, “the hired hand” meant only the 
priests who had turned their back on God’s 
people. However, over time, it began to mean 
the people of God as they turned their backs 
on their own wounded, on “the least of these.” 

The hired hand chooses saving their own 
hide over losing someone else’s sheep. There 
was obviously no contest. What’s a silly little 
lost sheep compared to the loss of life or limb? 
However, the good shepherd is losing his own 
sheep, his heart’s love. If he loses those sheep, 
he loses something that he loves and it could 
also cost him the lives of his family. 

The Good Shepherd will even lay down 
his life for those sheep because the risk is 
worth everything! 

Until we experience the sacrifice of that 
kind of love, we have no concept of what 
the Good Shepherd is doing. It is only when 
love takes us beyond our own myopic view 
of life that we can taste what God had in 
mind for us. Love that demands sacrifice 
gives us the only insight into how much the 
Good Shepherd was willing to risk for us. 

I am convinced that so many people in 
our day and age have no comprehension of 
the power of Jesus. In our selfishness, in our 
concern only for our own rights, we do not 
know sacrifice. All of us in this culture have 
horribly suffered from a lack of understand-
ing about sacrificial love. 

For one thing it’s political suicide to men-
tion that sacrifice for the public good might 
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