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Local Events/Celebrations/Fund Raisers 
Two calendars are accessible at our diocesan blog, One is a diocesan calendar. The other is a 
calendar of local events/celebrations/fund raisers at our parishes and parish-related ministries. I 
will do my best to keep both up to date. In most instances regarding the local events calendar, I 
will be working from information you provide. If you don't see your event on that calendar, 
please send info to Bill Lewellis. 
 
Journal of Diocesan Convention 2005 … on CD 
Mailed recently from Diocesan House: a CD that contains three files relating to Diocesan 
Convention 2005: (1) The Journal, (2) The 2006 Proposed Council Budget as Appendix 1 of the 
Journal, and (3) The 2005 Diocesan Audit. All of these are Acrobat (.pdf) files. If you have any 
questions about the CD, please direct them to Kat Lehman or Bill Lewellis. Please note that, 
although #2 and #3 will open directly by double clicking, #1 will not. After double clicking, you 
will have to indicate that this should be opened with Adobe Acrobat. 
 
Diocesan Life.September 
Though it will not arrive in snail mail boxes until late August or early September (depending on 
local postal services), the September edition of Diocesan Life is available now at our blog. 
 
Health Resource Guide 
Diana Marshall tells us that the Pennsylvania Department of Health has released a Health and 
Human Services Resource Guide that includes information about health and safety programs, 
medical care and coverage options, housing and utilities assistance, and other public services in 
the state. It is available here in English and Spanish or by calling the Health and Human Services 
Call Center at 1-800-986-2229. 
 
Emerging Church Learning Party 
Resources for Outreach, Worship and Spiritual Formation in Today’s Culture  
Saturday, September 16, at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre, 10:00 to 5:00. Led by Karen Ward, 
abbess of Church of the Apostles, Seattle (a joint Episcopal/Lutheran church plant) and a key 
figure in the Emerging Church conversation in the US and the UK. Sponsored by the Evangelism 
Commission of the Diocese of Bethlehem. See our diocesan blog and/or 
www.peacemealcommunity.blogspot.com for more information, including how to register. 
 
An old monk on young adult spirituality 
At a recent gathering convened by the Trinity Grants Program, Brother Kevin Hackett of the 
Society of Saint John the Evangelist gave a talk on the spirituality of young adults. Hackett’s 
monastic community in Cambridge, Massachusetts, is successfully reaching generations X and Y. 
What advice does he have for you and your church? An adapted version of his talk is accessible 
here. 
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Cycles of Prayer for September 
See page A7 of the September edition of the September edition of Diocesan Life, available here. 
 
Registered to vote in November? 
As the Diocese of Bethlehem liaison to the PA Council of Churches Public Action Advocacy 
Team, Diana Marshall urges us to be sure we are registered to vote, to educate ourselves on the 
candidates and the issues, and to vote in the November 7 election. On that day, Pennsylvania 
voters will elect a Governor and Lt. Governor, one U.S. Senator, 25 State Senators and 203 State 
Representatives. The deadline to register to vote in the November election is October 10. For 
more information on the voting process in PA, go to www.votespa.com. 
 
Talbot Hall Grants 
Talbot Hall Fund grants are made within the 14 counties of our diocese to new projects/programs 
serving the socially, emotionally, physically or intellectually handicapped from birth to age 18 –- 
not for capital improvements. New requests are reviewed once a year. Submissions must be made 
on or before October 1. Four to six grants may be awarded annually. The maximum amount 
awarded to any program will be $2,000. More info here. 
 
Parish Newsletters 
September newsletters from Trinity, Bethlehem, and St. Margaret’s, Emmaus, are accessible here. 
Please send others (for posting on the blog) in pdf form to Bill Lewellis. 
 
Nick Knisely 
The Rev. W. Nicholas Knisely, rector at Trinity Church, Bethlehem, since 1998, has received and 
accepted a call to be the dean of Trinity Cathedral in Phoenix, Arizona. Nick’s last Sunday at 
Trinity will be September 10. More info here and at Trinity’s newsletter, see above. 
 
Urban Legend Quiz 3 
A physician once placed dying patients on a scale to measure the weight of the soul. Is this 
popular religious urban legend an amazing fact, or absolute baloney? True. A 1907 story in The 
New York Times recounted the experiments of Duncan MacDougall of Haverhill, Mass., a 
physician who calculated that the weight of a body decreased by 21 grams at the moment of 
death. His methodology was unreliable by modern standards. Still, his work inspired the title of 
the 2003 film 21 Grams.  
Find out on our diocesan blog. 
 
Trinity Institute 2007 
Theme: God’s Unfinished Future – Why It Matters Now. Speakers: Jurgen Moltmann, Barbara 
Rossing, Peter Gomes and James Carroll. January 22-24. At Trinity WallStreet and by webcast. 
More info here.  
 
Stories from Episcopal News Service 
Accessible at www.episcopalchurch.org/ens  
 
When sending checks to Diocesan House … 
When sending a check to Diocesan House with registration for an event, please be sure to make 
your check payable to “Diocese of Bethlehem” (with the specific event in the memo line). 
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[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration…The goal is for all 
of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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