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Diocesan Convention, October 13-14 
Pre Convention meetings will be held on October 3 (Church of the Epiphany, Clarks Summit), 
October 5 (Christ Church, Reading) and October 10 (St. Anne’s, Trexlertown), all at 7:00 pm. 
See three Convention-related. 
 
Diocesan Life.September 
Though it will not arrive in snail mail boxes until late August or early September (depending on 
local postal services), the September edition of Diocesan Life is available now at our blog. 
 
Local events/celebrations/fund raisers 
In Allentown, Reading and Whitehall. Look here. If you don’t find your coming event, send info 
to Bill Lewellis.  
 
Diocesan Calendar of Events 
See page A7 of the September edition of Diocesan Life, available here. 
 
Cycles of Prayer for September 
See page A7 of the September edition of Diocesan Life, available here. 
 
Sawbona! A Message to Mediator 
Alix Edwards, 23, graduated from the University of Virginia in the spring of 2005 and almost 
immediately went to Africa. She is in Swaziland as a Peace Corps volunteer. The Church of the 
Mediator, Allentown, is very proud of her efforts. See more on our blog. 
 
Practice, Practice, Practice 
"The churches -- conservative, liberal or in-between -- that actually do grow have energetic clergy 
who are committed to Jesus, who pray the Daily Office, and who lead by example. They visit the 
sick, feed the poor, and demand that the lay people in their parishes look beyond themselves. 
They are focused not on institutional survival or screeching ideology, but on following the 
Carpenter in practice. In practice." [From Bishop Paul Diocesan Life column, September 2006 
edition. Read it all here.] 
 
Trula Hollywood ordained a priest 
Bishop Paul ordained Trula Hollywood to the order of priesthood on August 15 at the Episcopal 
Church of the Redeemer, Sayre. Care management supervisor at the Towanda Area Agency on 
Aging, Trula was ordained a deacon last year and has been serving at Trinity Church, Athens, her 
home parish. A photo of Trula and Bishop Paul, from the cover of the September Diocesan Life 
and the sermon by the Rev. Mary E. Kisner, rector of St. Paul’s, Troy, are available here. 
 
Ned Caum 
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The Rev. Canon Edward L. Caum has been rector at Trinity Church, Athens, for the past 16 
years. Ned’s farewell letter is on page 5 of the September Diocesan Life, accessible here. 
 
Nick Knisely 
The Rev. W. Nicholas Knisely, rector at Trinity Church, Bethlehem, since 1998, has received and 
accepted a call to be the dean of Trinity Cathedral in Phoenix, Arizona. Nick’s last Sunday at 
Trinity will be September 10. 
 
Donna Trebilcox 
The Rev. Donna J. Larson Trebilcox has accepted a call to become the rector of St. George’s 
Church in Lee, Massachusetts (the Diocese of Western Massachusetts). She had served as curate 
at Trinity Church, Easton. 
 
Share the Bread Newsletter 1 
You may have received this newsletter of the Evangelism Committee of the Diocese of 
Bethlehem directly. If not, it is accessible here. 
 
Is the Episcopal Church Christian? 
I write in response to Pastor Les Kleffman’s piece in the August 11 edition of the Warren News 
wherein he seeks to make the point that only churches “that tend to be traditional in moral values” 
are viable, and forwards a view that historic Christian Churches have “always held the Bible to be 
the inerrant, authoritative Word of God” by misrepresenting, if not outright slandering, the 
Episcopal Church. As the Rector of a parish whose members reside in both Warren and 
Northampton Counties, and as one who actually attended the 75th General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church as a clerical deputy from the Diocese of Bethlehem, I feel compelled to clarify 
some of the errors, exaggerations and outright spin in his column... 
 
Nothing I say will probably change Pastor Kleffman’s mind, which is not really my goal anyway. 
It is my intent to correct for your readers some of the lies and misinformation that he repeated in 
his column as fact. He not only misrepresented the part of the Body of Christ to which I belong, 
but the pastor also does violence to the cause of Christ through a reckless and insensitive 
characterization of the state of the souls of his sisters and brothers in Christ.  [Read it all at Andy 
Gerns’ blog, August 14, www.andrewplus.blogspot.com].  
 
Urban Legend Quiz 2 
U.S. space scientists have discovered a "lost day," one day of astral time that can't be accounted 
for. This confirms the account in Joshua 10:12-13 of God's halting the sun in the sky for a day. Is 
this popular religious urban legend an amazing fact, or absolute baloney? Find out on our 
diocesan blog. 
 
Emerging Church Learning Party 
Resources for Outreach, Worship and Spiritual Formation in Today’s Culture  
Saturday, September 16, at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre, 10:00 to 5:00. Led by Karen Ward, 
abbess of Church of the Apostles, Seattle (a joint Episcopal/Lutheran church plant) and a key 
figure in the Emerging Church conversation in the US and the UK. Sponsored by the Evangelism 
Commission of the Diocese of Bethlehem. See our diocesan blog and/or 
www.peacemealcommunity.blogspot.com for more information, including how to register. 
 
Social Ministry Grant 
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The Social Ministries-Jubilee Committee of the Diocese of Bethlehem is accepting proposals for 
its annual Social Ministry Grant. Eligible applicants include all diocesan parishes and associate 
ministries. The amount of the award is $1,000. Applications must be received at Diocesan House 
by September 18. A brochure contains detailed information about how to apply. Download it 
either as a publisher or pdf file at our diocesan blog. Hard copy of the brochure has been mailed 
to rectors and priests-in-charge as well as to members and consultants of the Social Ministries-
Jubilee Committee. 
 
Hijacking fears and values 
 “When Samuel Johnson observed in 1775 that “patriotism is the last refuge of the 
scoundrel,” he was disapproving of scoundrels, not patriotism. What scoundrels did, and 
do, is hijack people’s values in order to amass power and wealth for themselves. It is not 
just patriotism that is used this way, but anything that evokes people’s fear of losing what 
is sacred to them. Family and moral values are recent examples of values being hijacked 
for ignoble purposes.” [That’s the beginning of Bishop Paul’s August column that has 
been published in several newspapers throughout our 14 counties. Read it all at our 
diocesan blog.] 
 
Cathedral takes on ad campaign via cable TV and postcards … again 
The Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, will air a TV ad with a local tag 210 times over 
four weeks beginning August 21 on local cable and mail a similarly-themed postcard to over 
4,000 local households, inviting all to Cathedral's annual ministry fair on September 10th. You 
may download the postcard at our diocesan blog. “Advertising works!” says Jenifer Gamber, a 
Cathedral parishioner involved in developing this ministry. “Last year the Cathedral had 120+ 
more people at each of the Christmas and Easter services and more than two dozen new families 
joined during the year.” She says the postcard mailing costs $1,200. "The 30-second ad spots on 
cable (210 over 4 weeks) costs $1,900. This continues an advertising campaign begun last year 
that included three postcard mailings to the same 4,000+ households, seven weeks of TV 
advertising and 1/4 page newspaper ads with other Lehigh Valley Episcopal Churches.” 
 
Stories from Episcopal News Service 
Accessible at www.episcopalchurch.org/ens  
 
When sending checks to Diocesan House … 
When sending a check to Diocesan House with registration for an event, please be sure to make 
your check payable to “Diocese of Bethlehem” (with the specific event in the memo line). 
 
U2charist 
Prince of Peace, Dallas, has scheduled a U2charist for Saturday, February 17, 2007 at 6:00 pm. 
They are really looking forward to this, and will post more information as the event takes shape. 
 
Quiet Days at General Seminary 
The Center for Christian Spirituality at the General Theological Seminary in New York City has 
scheduled two Quiet Days, single day retreats: On Saturday, September 30, The Meaning of 
Icons, led by Robert Wright. On Saturday, Nov. 11, From Silence the Word Comes Forth: 
Integrating Buddhist Practices into Christianity, led by James Jones and Kathleen Bishop. More 
info here. Quiet Days are held at the Seminary’s park-like campus in historic Chelsea, 175 Ninth 
Avenue between 21st and 20th streets. 
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Post-miracle depression? 
Feeling a little “puny” today? Might it be post-miracle depression or the consequence of having 
forgotten the Source? Rick Cluett calls his Pentecost 10 homily (Sunday, August 13) at the 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, “a little light mid-summer fare.” Read it all here. 
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
(Bookmark it on your browser.) 
 
[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration…The goal is for all 
of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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