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Flood Relief for St. Mark’s, New Milford 
St. Mark’s, New Milford, which sustained substantial damage to its three buildings, during the 
recent flooding, has received or will receive help from at least the following sources. The Church 
of the Epiphany, Clarks Summit, $2,000. The Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, 
$6,400. St. Paul’s, Montrose, may have been the first parish to assist in various ways. St Paul's in 
Troy and St Francis of Assisi in Gulfbreeze, Florida, plan to offer relief. St. Stephen's, Wilkes-
Barre, will give this Friday’s Evensong offering during the annual RSCM King’s College 
Summer Choir Training Course and other funds. Prince of Peace, Dallas, began last Sunday and 
will continue through August to take a second offering. Trinity Church, Easton, has sent a gift. 
Former Presiding Bishop Ed Browning and his wife, Patti, have pledged their support. (They 
owned a cottage nearby while Bishop Browning served as Presiding Bishop and attended St. 
Mark's when they were in New Milford.) Trinity Church, Mt. Pocono, has pledged support. 
Whom have I missed? Those wishing to help may contact the wardens, Jim Yeich or Wendy 
Keklak. 
 
CBS Evening News plans July 23 profile of Presiding Bishop-elect 
[ENS] A CBS Evening News profile of Presiding Bishop-elect Katharine Jefferts Schori is 
scheduled to air nationwide during the 6 p.m. newscast on Sunday, July 23, after last week's 
planned airing was pre-empted by breaking news. The profile centers around a July 13 interview 
conducted by CBS News anchor Russ Mitchell with Jefferts Schori on the campus of the General 
Theological Seminary in New York City. 
 
Diocesan UTO Coordinator 
Cathy Bailey has accepted the position of Diocesan UTO Coordinator. A member of the 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, Cathy was a diocesan deputy at the recent General 
Convention. Her introductory letter as UTO Coordinator and her GC reflection, The Top Mission 
Priority of our Church, from page A7 of the July/August edition of Diocesan Life, are accessible 
at our diocesan blog.  
 
Bill Moyers on Faith &Reason 
Bill Moyers is back on PBS. The program began earlier this summer, but you can catch up at a 
rich website where, among so many choices, you can watch some video and subscribe to podcasts 
of the show. At another site, you can also read an interview with Moyers about the show and 
related matters. 
 
Continuing Ed at Moravian Seminary 
Here’s a schedule of Continuing Education events that will be held at Moravian Theological 
Seminary, Bethlehem, September through April. 
 
Terrorism has become the new communism 
An excerpt from Disappearing ethics in government, a National Catholic Reporter editorial: “We 
know what excesses well-meaning officials can perpetrate in the name of fighting perceived 
threats to national security. We saw it during the Cold War with McCarthyism and with U.S. 
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involvement in the overthrow of governments perceived to be sympathetic to communism. Most 
of the time they were countries interested primarily in reclaiming control of their own resources. 
We know that spying on individuals and infiltration of opposition groups occurred during the 
civil rights and Vietnam eras. Terrorism has become the new communism, the new enemy and 
the new rationale for lowering our diligence about maintaining civil liberties. We believe, 
however, that far more dangerous to democracy and democratic institutions than terrorism is the 
administration’s view that perceived threats to American security give it justification for acting 
above the law.”  
 
Different gifts 
Each one of us comes into this world with a different collection of things that challenge us and 
things that give us joy and allow us to bless the world around us. [Presiding Bishop-elect Katharine 
Jefferts Schori, cited in the National Catholic Reporter] 
 
Celebrity physics 
It must be a law of celebrity physics: When journalists act like movie stars, movie stars act like 
journalists. [Alessandra Stanley in The New York Times referring to Angelina Jolie’s interview with 
CNN’s Anderson Cooper. Stanley said Cooper touted his book while Jolie attempted to raise viewers’ 
awareness of the plight of refugees in Africa. Cited in the National Catholic Reporter.] 
 
Resolutions for Diocesan Convention 
The deadline for submitting Resolutions for our Diocesan Convention (Oct. 13-14) is August 1. 
While resolutions may be presented on the floor of convention, it is preferable that they be 
submitted for inclusion in the convention pre-print so delegates may study and pray about them. 
Resolutions should be mailed, faxed or emailed to Canon Jane Teter, Diocesan House, 333 
Wyandotte Street, Bethlehem 18015; Fax: 610-691-1682; jteter@diobeth.org.  
 
Nominations for election at Diocesan Convention 
There are open positions on the Commission on Ministry, Diocesan Council, the Incorporated 
Trustees and Standing Committee. Nominating petitions and further information have been sent 
to parish offices. The deadline for submitting nominations to fill vacancies in various diocesan 
offices is August 1. 
 
Pastoral Care Training Series 
St. Stephen’s Church, Wilkes-Barre is hosting a Pastoral Care Training series taught by Sr. Jane 
O’Donnell of the Sisters of Mercy and Fr. Daniel Gunn. This series is intended to equip lay 
people who visit homes and hospitals. It is open to anyone.  The dates are: July 18, 25, Aug 1, 15, 
22. You may choose to attend any and/or all sessions.  The time is 6-8 p.m. in the Conference 
Room. The cost is $15 for all sessions. Please contact Father Gunn at 
ststephenswb_rector@verizon.net for more information. 
 
RSCM in Wilkes-Barre 
St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral in Wilkes-Barre will again host the annual RSCM (Royal School of 
Church Music) King’s College Summer Choir Training Course, July 24-30. Various liturgies and 
musical events happen throughout that wonderful week, and all are open to the public. See the 
full schedule. At Evensong on Friday, 5:15, an offering to be collected to be sent to St. Mark’s in 
New Milford to assist them with recovery from flood damage. This year’s King’s College RSCM 
Course will involve about 150 girls, boys, teens, college students, and adults from across the 
country.  
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EfM in Bethlehem 
[From Anne Kitch in Bethlehem] The Cathedral Church of the Nativity hosts an EfM 
(Education for Ministry) seminar that will meet Wednesdays, 9:30am to noon, from September 
through May. We are currently receiving registrations for new members for a group that begins 
September 6th of 2006. Education for Ministry, affectionately known as EfM, is a program of 
theological education-at-a-distance of the School of Theology of the University of the South. 
Students sign up one year at a time for this four-year program. It covers the basics of a 
theological education in the Old and New Testaments, church history, liturgy, and theology. 
Students meet regularly in seminars under the guidance of trained mentors. The program grants a 
certificate at the completion of the four years and 18 Continuing Education Units for each year's 
work. For more information, please contact Janet Kolepp at 610-954-9582, jkolepp@msn.com, or 
the Rev. Anne E. Kitch at the Cathedral 610-865-0727 or akitch@nativitycathedral.org.  
 
EfM in Reading  
[From Connie Fegley in Reading] Christ Church in Reading also has an EfM class that meets on 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. We have several spaces for new members in what is a multi-level 
group. Anyone outside of the Cathedral's area may contact Connie Fegley at 610-678-7473 
(home) or 610-698-9274 (cell) for more information. EFM is truly a unique experience for those 
serious about equipping themselves to do the work that Christ has given us to do. (Plus it's done 
in a loving, supportive, enriching and fun atmosphere!)  
 
EfM Online 
Jenifer Gamber from the Diocese of Bethlehem and Kay Flores from the Diocese of Wyoming 
will co-mentor an online Education for Ministry group, beginning Sunday, September 10, from 8 
to 9:30. Look here for more info about how EfM online works. The EfM online program is the 
same as that conducted in face-to-face meetings in one physical location. To do online EfM, 
you'll need access to the internet (broadband is best) and about 1 1/2 hours of dedicated time each 
week to "meet" with the group on line. Readings, discussions, and other assignments can be 
completed at any time during the week and posted to a bulletin board provided by the University 
of the South at Sewanee. If you have questions about online EfM or are interested in enrolling, 
please contact JeniferCGamber@rcn.com soon to save a place. Groups are limited to 6-10 
people.  
 
Camp Coast Care in Mississippi 
Camp Coast Care, a Katrina recovery ministry of Lutheran Episcopal Services in Mississippi, 
needs volunteers and work crews throughout the coming months. The  numbers begin to taper off 
in early August. They need skilled and unskilled laborers to help continue the rebuilding. There is 
always something meaningful for anyone and everyone who comes to help. To learn more, visit 
www.campcoastcare.com and www.lesm.org. Specific information on volunteering is available in 
the menu at the left side of the CCC website. The minimum age for volunteers housed at CCC is 
16. For youth groups or volunteers under the age of 16 please contact Mission-on-the-Bay Camp 
Coordination Team: John Dreyfus 601-917-0794; Joelle Wright 619-865-8100; Butch Jones 228-
860-8777; John Berault e-mail: missiononthebay@yahoo.com. To contact the Camp Coast Care 
volunteer coordinator, email linda@campcoastcare.com or call (203) 962-1489. 
 
Friends 
Rick Cluett pointed recently to an insightful article by L. Gregory Jones in Christian Century. It 
begins: "What people find out in time" writes Meg Greenfield, "is that the false self they are 
inhabiting isn't much of a friend after all. Nor is it any great shakes as a refuge or consolation. 
They begin to live lives of pantomime, in which gesture is all. They spend more and more time 
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attending social functions with 'friends' they don't much like, smiling when they want to frown or 
yell or tell someone off." Greenfield's description of the plight of contemporary politicians in her 
essay "Mavericks and Image-Makers" (in her book Washington) is as unpleasant as it is 
unsettling. It is unpleasant to imagine anyone living such a life of pantomime. It is unsettling to 
realize that her description isn't just true for politicians, but portrays the loneliness of many 
accomplished people who live public lives – including clergy... 
 
Why We Fight  
Why We Fight is a compelling documentary film directed by Eugene Jarecki. It won the Grand 
Jury Prize at the 2005 Sundance Film Festival. It was released on January 17, 2005, exactly 45 
years after Dwight D. Eisenhower’s farewell address. It received a limited theatrical release a few 
days later. It was released on DVD to the home video market on June 27, 2006 by Sony Pictures 
Home Entertainment, with a MPAA rating of PG-13. Additional info here and at the BBC Four 
Storyville site. 
 
Central PA elects bishop 
The Rev. Dr. Nathan D. Baxter, 57, rector, St. James' Church, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and 
former dean of Washington National Cathedral, was elected July 22 bishop of the Diocese of 
Central Pennsylvania. See the Episcopal News Service story. 
 
Griswold, other church leaders press Bush to call for Hezbollah-Israel ceasefire 
Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold [on Friday, July 21] called upon President Bush to work with 
other world leaders to secure an immediate ceasefire in the violent conflict raging now between 
Hezbollah and Israel." In a letter sent by Churches for Middle East Peace, Griswold and other 
Christian leaders noted that: "This violent conflict has created a grave humanitarian crisis, and no 
hoped-for benefit should outweigh the cause of saving innocent lives." Read the Episcopal News 
Service full story.  
 
Federal stem-cell research falls to President Bush’s first veto 
The Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act, H.R. 810, was vetoed by President George W. Bush 
on July 19, extinguishing the hope held by many that the legislation would accelerate the progress 
of research in the field of regenerative medicine. Read the Episcopal News Service full story.  
 
Speaking of Faith
Public radio's conversation about religion, meaning, ethics, and ideas. Free podcasts available. 
Evolution and Wonder: Understanding Charles Darwin: Afresh and thought-provoking look 
at Darwin's life and ideas. He did not argue against God but against a simple understanding of the 
world, its beauty, its brutality, and its unfolding creation. 
The Tragedy of the Believer: A Conversation with Elie Wiesel: Exploring the literary and 
religious journey that unfolded after Night, his memoir of the Holocaust that has climbed to 
bestseller lists five decades after its publication. Hear passages of his varied writings of the last 
50 years. Explore his thoughts on God and evil, youth in Jerusalem and Berlin, and prayer after 
the Holocaust. Joe Carter and the Legacy of the African-American Spiritual: Celebrating the 
life of performer, educator, and humanitarian Joe Carter with his exploration in word and song of 
the meaning of the African-American spiritual. Before his recent death at the age of 57, he 
traveled the world and introduced the spiritual to audiences from Novosibirsk to Nigeria. He had 
a singular understanding of the religious sensibility of this music, its hidden meanings, as well as 
its beauty, lament, and hope. Obedience and Action: In over 50 years as a Benedictine nun, Joan 
Chittister has emerged as a powerful and at times uncomfortable voice in Roman Catholicism and 
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in global politics. If women were ordained in the Catholic Church in our lifetime, some say, she 
should be the first woman bishop. 
 
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
 
 [newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration…The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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