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NEWS WITH SPIN 
Flooded-out Tunkhannock 
church de-consecrated 
Bishop Paul participated on June 11, in what 
he called a “difficult day” in Tunkhannock. 
He had gathered members and friends of St. 
Peter’s Episcopal congregation in front of 
the “old” church near Shadowbrook Resort 
to announce that it would no longer be a 
sacred place of worship. 

In about a five minute service, he pro-
nounced a de-consecration of the site and 
claimed that any residual sacred items such 
as the altar would be physically removed 
and destroyed. Actually there has been no 
worship service held in the 44-year-old 
building since it was ravaged by the rem-
nants of Hurricane Ivan in September 2004. 

Because of extensive moisture damage, 
the congregation was forced to relocate, and 
within weeks of the hurricane, settled on its 
present storefront location in Tioga West 
Shopping Center, just west of Tunkhannock 
Borough. Read the entire local news story 
at the May archives of our diocesan blog.* 
Bishop’s School 
The Fall Semester of Bishop’s School will 
be held at St. Peter’s, Hazleton from 10 to 
3:30 on September 16 and 30; October 7, 
21, and 28; November 4, 11 and 18; De-
cember 2, 9 and 16. The morning class will 
be taught by Bishop Paul on the Book of 
Common Prayer. The afternoon class will be 
taught by Canon Bill Lewellis on Theology. 

Bishop Paul and the Commission on Min-
istry have revised the design for Bishop’s 
School. Because the focus of the school is 
to prepare vocational deacons and locally 
licensed priests, the curriculum is designed 
to meet the canonical requirements for those 
ministries. 

The program will be four years long. Vo-
cational deacons will be ordained after 
three years and spend year four doing inde-
pendent study and/or working on areas of 
weakness or special interest. The fourth year 
will be used to continue to prepare candi-
dates to be locally licensed priests. They, too, 
may be ordained deacon after the third year 
and continue their education for year four. 

The curriculum is designed so that people 
can enter at the beginning of any semester 
and continue through the four year program. 
The expectation for those in the ordination 
process is that there will be no more than 
one absence in order to be credited for any 
given course. Those who have completed 
some of the courses will be credited and 
not have to repeat them. 

Although the focus is on those preparing for 
ordination, anyone is welcome to register and 
attend. A $75 fee per course is payable with 
registration. 

To register please email Linda Shifter at 
lshifter@diobeth.org (or mail to Diocesan 
House, 333 Wyandotte St. Bethlehem, PA 
18015) the following information: Name, 
address, phone number and email address. 
We need to be able to reach you in case of 
inclement weather or other schedule 
changes. Checks should be written to: The 
Diocese of Bethlehem, marked for Bishop’s 
School. If you have questions, please con-
tact Canon Jane Teter, jteter@diobeth.org 
or call 800-358-5655 x 228. 

Browse our blog 
Browse our diocesan blog* and con-
sider how it might serve to publicize 
stories from your congregation. Talk 
with Bill Lewellis about it, 
blewellis@diobeth.org. 

*Diocesan Blog – www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin 

Diocesan Convention resolutions 
The deadline for submitting resolutions for 
our Diocesan Convention (Oct. 13-14) is 
August 1. While resolutions may be pre-
sented on the floor of convention, it is pref-
erable that they be submitted for inclusion 
in the convention pre-print so delegates may 
study and pray about them. Resolutions 
should be mailed, faxed or emailed to Canon 
Jane Teter, Diocesan House, 333 Wyandotte 
Street, Bethlehem 18015; Fax: 610-691- 
1682; jteter@diobeth.org. 
Nominations for election at 
Diocesan Convention 
There are open positions on the Commission 
on Ministry, Diocesan Council, the Incorpo-
rated Trustees and Standing Committee. More 
info is available at parish offices. The dead-
line is August 1. 
Father Don Brand 
Father Donald Brand, who served as rector 
at St. Peter’s, Hazleton, 1983-93, died in 
Cecil County, Maryland, on June 2. His wife, 
Betty, was also his caretaker for the past 
eight years of Don’s infirmity. 

Born, January 22, 1927, Don was ordained 
in the Roman Catholic Church in 1960. He 
served as a foreign missionary in Southeast 
Asia, 1960-69. He served also as a professor 
of sociology at Ithaca College, New York, 
1970-78. Before coming to Hazleton, he served 
as rector at Trinity, Lowville, New York. 

During the early part of his retirement, he 
served as a priest in the Diocese of East 
Carolina. During his time in the Diocese of 
Bethlehem, Don had been an active mem-
ber of our diocesan Evangelism and Renewal 
Commission and the leader of the At-Home 
Retreats program. 

In addition to having earned several un-
dergraduate degrees, Don received a doc-
torate in sociology from Cornell University. 
Jubilate 
Hymnody for Pentecost 2 (Proper 6B) to 
Pentecost 20 (Proper 24B), published by the 
Diocese of Bethlehem for our diocesan com-
munity and for free distribution to the world, 
may be downloaded  at the June archives of 
our diocesan blog.* Jubilate is a service of 
our Liturgy and Music Commission, specifi-
cally Canon Cliff Carr who has been doing 
this for more than 20 years. 
EFM in Bethlehem 
The Cathedral Church of the Nativity hosts 
an EFM (Education for Ministry) seminar. 
It will meet Wednesdays, 9:30am to noon, 
September 6 through May. 

EFM is a four-year program of theologi-
cal education-at-a-distance of the School of 
Theology of the University of the South. Stu-
dents sign up one year at a time. Students 
meet regularly in seminars under the guid-
ance of trained mentors. The program grants 
a certificate after four years and 18 con-
tinuing education units for each year’s work. 

More info: Janet Kolepp at 610-954-9582, 
jkolepp@msn.com, or Canon Anne E. Kitch 
at the Cathedral 610-865-0727 or 
akitch@nativitycathedral.org. 
EFM in Reading 
Christ Church in Reading has an EFM class 
that meets on Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
They have several spaces for new members 
in what is a multi-level group. Contact 
Connie Fegley at 610-678-7473 (home) or 
610-698-9274 (cell) for more information. 
EFM is truly a unique experience for those 
serious about equipping themselves to do 
the work that Christ has given us to do. (Plus 
it’s done in a loving, supportive, enriching 
and fun atmosphere!) 

Victoria “LaLa” Leach 
“You will note in your program that I am 
about to recognize LaLa Leach. It is an un-
derstatement to say that this is not some-
thing she would seek, so I will not be long 
and will try not to embarrass anyone. Fur-
thermore, it would be both presumptuous and 
impertinent for me to attempt to add any-
thing to the civic honors and awards LaLa 
has received for her work in community, 
hospital and education. If you go to the 
Morning Call’s website and search on her 
name, you will see what I mean. 

“I am up to something different today. I 
am, as sincerely as I can, thanking her for 
ten years of witness in quiet conversations 
to the power of God to direct and fulfill our 
lives. She has in quiet and direct ways made 
the connection between what we say and do 
– she has been for me a model of how com-
passion and firmness of conviction can co-
exist in one life with authenticity. There have 
been very few people in my ministry who 
have shown me so unselfconsciously how 
what we believe looks like when it works. 
In thanking her for her witness to Christ I 
also hope to remind us all that who and what 
we are can touch others profoundly. 

“I have a small gift for LaLa, and can also 
announce today that grateful clergy have 
funded the Victoria Leach Primary School 
in the diocese of Kajo-Keji, Southern Sudan. 
Please greet her with me. (Remarks by 
Bishop Paul at the Cathedral, Pentecost 2006) 
The Postulant’s other Guide 
“Increasingly our clergy are being formed 
outside the environment of this Church’s 
seminaries. The bishop is thus confronted 
with the problem of the tradition of the lore, 
the passing on of the unwritten traditions and 
practices that every profession possesses. 
The specimen given here, The Postulant’s 
other Guide, is an abbreviated version of 
what I normally distribute, the full text of 
which includes an element of play not 
readily understood outside the personal re-
lationship between bishop and postulants. 
It intentionally focuses on the topics that fas-
cinate seminarians, at least as observed in 
my time of seminary teaching, so rather a 
lot of ink is given to apparel and terms of 
address, but the real theme is collegiality.” 
[Bishop Paul Marshall] Accessible at the 
June archives of our diocesan blog.* 
Customaries 
Recently revised customaries for (I) Con-
firmation/Reception/Reaffirmation and (II) 
The Institution of Ministers are accessible 
at our diocesan blog.* 
Bishop’s Visits 
The 2006-07 schedule of Bishop Paul’s vis-
its is accessible at our diocesan blog.* 

Church of the Epiphany, Clarks Summit, calls rector 
The Rev. Craig Sweeney has been called to be the rector of the 
Church of the Epiphany, Clarks Summit. Ordained in 2001, he 
comes to the Diocese of Bethlehem from the Diocese of Kansas 
where he has been rector of two yoked parishes. He will begin 
his new ministry on July 15. Born in Baltimore, raised in To-
peka, Kansas, Craig attended the University of Denver where 
he received BA, MBA and JD degrees. He worked mostly in 
banking, corporate real estate and law for hotel and restaurant 
companies before starting his own title insurance agency in 1992. 
It was sold during Seminary. He married Robin Jo Roy in 1973. 
They have three daughters, now grown: one in DC, one in Oregon 
and one in Kansas. “I’m a cradle Episcopalian,” Craig said, 
“though I left the church after high school for no particular rea-
son. I returned ‘for the kids’ in about 1986. It felt wonderful 
being back, and I promptly got involved, serving as treasurer of 
St. David’s, Topeka, for almost nine years, lay-reader, chalicer, sound man, Altar Guild, and 
occasional youth work. I felt the call to ordination in 1994 and fought against it for some time 
before surrendering. We moved to Alexandria to attend Virginia Seminary in 1998.” 

Clergy Bible Studies/Clergy Days 
The 2006-07 schedule is accessible at the 
June archives of our diocesan blog.* 
David Reed 
David A. Reed, 69, of Palmer Township, 
died May 19 at his home after fighting stage 4 
melanoma. He was an active member of 
Trinity, Easton, known to many as the person 
who shepherded elections and balloting at 
our diocesan conventions for many years. 

David was active in Trinity in many areas: 
as a eucharistic minister and lector, an acolyte 
and acolyte team leader, Ark Soup Kitchen 
volunteer, coordinator of the parish Meals 
on Wheels team, and parish visitor. For more 
than 30 years, he ran Trinity’s early com-
munion classes preparing dozens of children 
for the first communion or enriching their 
continued reception of communion. 

Please pray for his wife Gretchen – they 
were married for 45 years – and their children 
Christopher, Julie Reed Marcial, and 
Rebecca Reed Berkenstock. May he rest in 
peace and rise in glory. 
Wind Gap/Pen Argyl 
The Rev. Patricia Dwyer MacMillan has 
been called as rector of St. Mary’s, Wind 
Gap and St. Joseph’s, Pen Argyl. She began 
her ministry there on March 1. 
Monastic Spirituality Retreat 
God’s Reign in the Desert, Aug. 14-19. Mo-
nasticism has always been a mysterious part 
of the Christian faith. Many have wondered 
what it is that monks and nuns do. Some may 
have day dreamed about the leisurely life of 
prayer enjoyed by these sisters and brothers 
who are not burdened by the day-to-day 
drudgery we face in our lives. Often the sub-
jects of monasticism and contemplative 
spirituality are dealt with in the abstract, but 
this retreat will offer a hands-on on experi-
ence of prayer, work, study, recreation, and 
community life. 

This summer, at the Fatima Retreat Center 
in Dalton, PA (near Scranton), a provisional 
monastery will be established to allow par-
ticipants to take a closer look at the life of a 
monk by living that life for a few days. 
Retreatants will be directed by Father Peter 
Pearson and Mother Laura Howell. Father 
Peter spent several years in a Benedictine 
monastery and is known in his work as an 
iconographer. Mother Laura is a Benedictine 
Oblate, with experience of Eastern Ortho-
dox monasticism and contemplative prayer 
forms. Together these two guides will lead 
participants through the experience and of-
fer their personal experiences as a backdrop 
for understanding more about this often mis-
understood expression of the Christian life. 

Cost is $350 per person.  To receive an 
application, please contact Father Peter at 
pearson@nb.net or call (215) 862-5782. 

The Rev. Craig Sweeney 


