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I returned from my ninth General Con-
vention tired and glad to be home. I’ve been 
thinking about what has changed and what 
has stayed the same. It is a wonderful time 
to meet new people and to renew acquain-
tances and old friends. There have always 
been a wide variety of issues to be dealt 
with and resolutions to be passed. People 
are passionate about their church. 

There have often been major issues that 
are important to the church and attractive to 
the media. Sometimes, when you read the 
newspaper or listen to the nightly news, you 
wonder if you were at the same meeting the 
media people attended. 

My first convention was in 1979. The big 
issue, of course, was the new Book of Common 
Prayer. In 2003 we confirmed the election of 
Gene Robinson as Bishop of New Hampshire. 
This year the bishops were electing a new pre-
siding bishop. What a wonderful surprise it was 
when a woman was elected. Though I am happy 
about that, whether we have a male or female 
primate is not the real issue. What is important is 
that we have elected the right person, with the 
needed qualifications for the church today. We 
were also dealing with the Windsor Report and 
our place in the Anglican Communion. 

There are always controversial issues to 
be acted on. They are the issues everyone 
hears about. There are many, many resolutions, 
however, that support mission and program 
and are, mostly, not controversial. There are 
resolutions regarding children and youth, pov-
erty, ecumenism, music and liturgy and how 
our church will function from year to year. 

This year I was, again, a member of Dis-
patch of Business and worked with the 
Structure Committee. Some of the resolutions 
they worked with were the make-up and num-
ber of members on the Standing Commissions 

that work between the Conventions, the length 
of Convention, the place of the Convention in 
six years, as well as the care and formation of 
children and youth during the Convention. 

There has been a difference in the make- 
up of the House of Deputies from 1979 until 
2006. There are many more women on the 
floor, both clergy and laity, and there are many 
more young people, both men and women. 

This year there were two babies on the 
floor with their mothers. There were also 
many differently-abled people in attendance. 
Accommodations met their needs. There 
needs to be a balance and representation of 
as many folks as possible on the floor of both 
Houses. 

I must admit that I missed the ongoing 
resolution about moving the location of the 
Church Center from New York. This may 
be the first of the last five or more conven-
tions where that was not a topic! 

Though controversial resolutions are diffi-
cult, there would be no growth without them. 
Change happens and the church must look to the 
future with intentionality. It is crucial to listen to 
one another, to work together, to be willing to let 
go of some things, to support one another in our 
ministries, and to love one another. If we do not 
look ahead and acknowledge that change must 
happen, the church will stagnate. The status quo 
will be the rule of the day. 

The Convention worked hard and long 
during these ten days and dealt with many 
issues. Was it perfect? No! Are we all happy 
with all that happened? No! Still, I think we 
came away willing to live with the way 
things went and to continue to do the work 
God has given each of us to do. It was a 
privilege to serve as a deputy. Thank you. 
Having been elected to nine consecutive General 
Conventions, Jane served as the head of our 
deputation. 

Your deputies worked hard 
NINE CONVENTIONS BY JANE TETER 

Scott Allen, Hillary Raining, Jane Teter, Nick Knisely, Cathy Bailey, Bill Cauller, Jan Charney 

It’s hard to know where to begin. Ad-
vances in electronic technology have 
brought the world of Convention to those 
interested almost as it unfolds; the print 
media offers the “hot” stories (often 
slanted or misinterpreting an actual action 
or event.) 

It is far different from 1988, when we 
trooped off to Detroit to do the work of 
the church in our triennial meeting. 
Strangely enough, though many of the is-
sues are the same, they are often lost in 
the sensationalism of the “big” issues. 

Now, as then, there was much discus-
sion about church budgets, our various 
missions around the world, the authority 
of Scripture, changes to the canons, new 
expressions of prayer and music, national 
and international concerns, political 
activism (more then than now), con-
sents for new bishops, evangelism, 
stewardship, and, of course, the human 
sexuality conundrums. 

Regarding many of those, you have al-
ready been able to read about actions at 
this 75th General Convention . They are 
the continuing concerns with which our 
church struggles between our meetings as 
well as during the ten days we’re “on site”. 

I’d like to share a lighter side of this 
meeting. I’m a confessed church/conven-
tion junkie. We are a small diocese, and I 
grew up in a small parish here. My love of 
“gatherings” began when I was in high 
school, and continues to this day, though 
I must admit that it seems to take a lot 
more energy to get through those very full 
days than it used to! 

Here’s what I love most about these 
triennial assemblies: 

• It renews my faith to be with so many 
others who are striving to live the Chris-
tian life in this denomination. We need not 
agree on everything to have a vision of 
what this church can do to serve Christ in 
the world. 

• I am energized by good liturgy and 
worship – it is enriching to see how many 

ways in which our sisters and brothers of-
fer praise and celebrate the Eucharist. The 
opportunity to share with others in con-
versation offers new insights. (At my table 
this year were a retired bishop, two ECW 
Triennial members, priests from Okla-
homa and Hawaii, a bishop’s wife (who 
is an author), a deputy from Iowa, and one 
from the West.) 

• We have the opportunity to meet new 
friends. The dioceses around us in the 
House of Deputies included Ohio, Arkan-
sas, Hawaii, Dallas; a special blessing this 
year was having the official youth depu-
tation seated next to us. They were 
thoughtful and eager to speak. They were 
aware of issues and held definite opinions 
on many of them. I will not be surprised 
to see at least some of them emerge as 
new leaders in the church. 

• It is also a joy to see friends formerly 
from this diocese, from committees on 
which I’ve served, friends of friends, etc. 
Father Wilner Millien and Bishop David 
Alvarez – both from our Puerto Rico Part-
nership days – send their love and greet-
ings to their many friends in Bethlehem. 

• The Exhibit Hall – a challenge for 
deputies to find time to visit – is a virtual 
treasure trove of resources: music, art, 
vestments, gifts from foreign lands, more 
good books and print items than one could 
possibly absorb in our time there, and 
again, the opportunity to see how others 
encourage mission and ministry. 

Much attention is paid, and rightly so, 
to the very serious issues with which we 
must deal, but I am here to tell you that 
there is a spirit of love and cooperation, 
of deliberation at times lightened by hu-
mor and reality checks, and a conscious-
ness of the Holy Spirit in our midst that 
make me feel enthusiastic and encouraged 
about the church and its people with 
whom I share a life in Christ. Thanks for 
electing me to serve. 
Jan Charney has been a Diocese of Bethlehem 
lay deputy to four General Conventions. 

Because I kept hearing about wonderful things 
at General Convention, I began to tag along with 
my wife who has been a deputy for the past four. 
I have served as a volunteer, the last three as a 
member of the public safety group, the eyes and 
ears of the gathering, primarily making certain 
that the folks who belong in a particular House 
have the appropriate credentials to be there. We 
offer assistance to those who need to find 
something or to get somewhere and to those who 
are ill or have been injured. We also watch for 
shoplifters in the Exhibit Hall (sad, but neces-
sary). I worked all but one day, serving as an 
usher for the huge festival Eucharist, and as a 
public safety person in the Exhibition Hall, House 
of Bishops, and House of Deputies. 

The most noticeable thing to me at Gen-
eral Convention is the effort to bring about 
unity of spirit. “Maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 
4:2), for it is through the Holy Spirit we are 
brought together in union with Christ to do 
the work of the church. 

Many issues are brought before both 
Houses, some controversial, and each side 
of the issue may have defenses, perhaps based 
on particular interpretations of Scripture, but 
the one thing I have witnessed in both the 
House of Deputies and the House of Bishops 
is the way they debate the issues with the 
utmost respect for each other. Everyone who 
wants to speak to an issue may do so without 
fear of being publicly criticized for his or 
her thoughts on the matter. I believe that the 
Holy Spirit is at work in those Houses, for 
agreements are reached in a (mostly) orderly 

fashion despite the fact that the solution 
reached may not be satisfying to all. 

One of the most difficult issues on this 
year’s agenda was the response to the 
Windsor Report. Members of each side had 
their say, with much debate over several days, 
and with amendments by both Houses, and 
even amendments to amendments. But by the 
grace of God, things were sorted out, and a 
solution for this time was eventually reached. 

I wish everyone could experience the way 
the Episcopal Church works to bring vital is-
sues to Convention, and then struggles to bring 
about reasonable solutions. All members of this 
Body of Christ – bishops, clergy, and laity – have 
the right and freedom to address a given issue, 
and it is remarkable to see how the legislative 
process plays out. 

I am proud to be a member of the Epis-
copal Church. We have done much to en-
courage inclusiveness in our own ranks, as 
a model for the entire body of Christ. Unity 
within our own body and with others comes 
about by coming together in Christ, head of 
the body – “One Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, one God and Father of us all” (v.5). 

General Convention demonstrates how we 
might discuss issues in a meaningful and loving 
way without allowing our biases and dissatis-
factions to prevent us from coming together at 
the Lord’s Table. My prayer is that the Holy 
Spirit will, in God’s time, lead us into one fel-
lowship and communion through Jesus Christ. 
Diocese of Bethlehem missioner for steward-
ship, Dan Charney has been a regular volunteer 
at General Convention. 

They debate with respect 
A VOLUNTEER’S PERSPECTIVE BY DAN CHARNEY 

This is what I love most 
ABOUT GENERAL CONVENTION BY JAN CHARNEY 

newSpin... News with Spin... is an electronic newsletter 
of information related to the Diocese of Bethlehem, the Episcopal Church 
and the Anglican Communion... with some spin, of course, from the editor. 
To receive it online, about six times monthly, send your email address to 
Bill Lewellis, blewellis@diobeth.org. Ask for newSpin. If you are joined to 
Bethlehem of Pa (see  below) you already receive newSpin, in addition to 
many other notes. 
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Sisters and Brothers, 
Grace and peace in Jesus Christ. 
The General Convention that concluded this 
week touches our life as a diocese in two 
important ways. Resolutions regarding 
evangelism and Millennium Development 
Goals are very close to the heart of our cur-
rent work. 
As a diocese we are well ahead of the new 
standards Convention has set for efforts to 
combat poverty and hunger, but the focus 
these goals give us as a church can only hone 
our discipleship. 

At our Diocesan Convention in October, 
I will share with you the study the Diocesan 
Council has authorized as to ways we can 
make our maximum impact on the plight of 
the needy in Sudan and Pennsylvania. 

The Evangelism Commission of the dio-
cese will respond directly to the important 
steps taken by the Convention regarding evan-
gelism, steps for which I am truly grateful. 

I have asked the members of our Gen-
eral Convention deputation to make a full 
report to you. Those meetings have been 
on the calendar for some months. The dates 
are July 10 at Prince of Peace, Dallas, and 
July 12 at St. Anne’s, Trexlertown. Both 
meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. 

Other matters may require more imme-
diate comment from me directly. 

The first regards gay bishops. On its last 

Efforts to combat poverty and hunger 
ON GENERAL CONVENTION BY BISHOP PAUL MARSHALL 

day, the Convention responded to the 
Windsor Report by asking all bishops and 
diocesan standing committees to refrain 
from consenting to the consecration of 
bishops whose “manner of life” would 
strain our Anglican Communion relation-
ships, a reference to homosexual persons (and 
possibly to divorced persons). While this is 
not the more theologically substantial way I 
would have responded to the issue, I write to 
tell you that I will comply with this request. 

As the Presiding Bishop-elect has said, 
this moratorium is an interim solution 
which can please no one, but it does pro-
vide time and space for the Holy Spirit to 
guide conversation and action among the 
members of the Anglican Communion. 
Our diocesan Standing Committee, after 
their next meeting, will advise you sepa-

rately of their intentions regarding the 
Convention’s request. 

The second regards interim commun-
ion with the United Methodist Church. 
This ecumenical advance provides us with 
further opportunities for common mis-
sion in our communities. I look forward 
to exploring its implications with you. The 
split between Methodists and Anglicans is 
one of the most unnecessary and painful 
ruptures in church history. I am very grate-
ful for the opportunity this presents to heal 
that wound. 

Finally, a number of you have asked 
what I know about the new Presiding 
Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Katharine Jefferts 
Schori. I do not know her particularly 
well, but have always been impressed with 
her kindness, thoroughness, calm pres-
ence, and particularly with the integration 
of her faith with science. She may well be 
able to lead us in speaking to those who 

Bishop Paul Marshall 

feel alienated from religion by the changes 
in philosophy and science that recent de-
cades have seen. 

She has been active in church-planting 
in her diocese and understands the plight 
of dioceses such as our own. She will in-
crease the level of interest that the 
primate’s office takes in our primary mis-
sion of making disciples of all the nations. 
I find her a generous soul and not likely 
to marginalize anyone. 

I have been to enough General Conven-
tions to know that the pace is incredibly 
demanding and the pressure is intense: I’m 
confident that I speak for our diocesan 
community in thanking our deputation for 
their labor on behalf of Christ’s Church. I hope 
they get some rest before returning to work. 

Faithfully yours, 
+Paul 
Bishop of Bethlehem 

While Americans debate the status of 
migrants in our own country, recent 
reports from Kajo Keji tell of the 
movements of massive numbers of 
refugees and displaced persons. Now 
would be a good time to look at the legal 
aspects of those who have fled their 
homes. 

Article 1 of the UN Convention on the 
Status of Refugees, adopted on July 28, 
1951, defines the term “refugee” as “any 
person who owing to well-founded fear 
of being persecuted for reasons of race, 
religion, nationality, membership of a 
particular social group or political 
opinion, is outside the country of his 
nationality and is unable, or owing to such 
fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the 
protection of that country; or who, not 
having a nationality and being outside the 
country of his former habitual residence 
as a result of such events, is unable, or 
owing to such fear, is unwilling to return 
to it.” 

The Refugee Convention’s 1967 
Protocol further defined the legal 
standards for refugee protection. The 
1969 Convention of the Organization of 
African Unity on African refugee 
problems and the 1984 Cartagena 
Declaration on Refugees broadened the 
legal definition to include people fleeing 

News from Kajo Keji by Randall Fegley 
rafegley@yahoo.com 

Refugee and Internally Displaced Persons 
events which seriously disrupt public 
order, such as armed conflicts. Other 
instruments of international law recognize 
the right to seek asylum, but do not oblige 
governments to provide it. 

Established in 1951, the office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) is the branch of the 
United Nations charged with the 
international protection of refugees. 
UNHCR has increasingly been asked not 
only to protect refugees, but to provide 
assistance to them. 

Former Portuguese prime minister 
António Guterres has been the high 
commissioner since last June. The 
UNCHR and other refugee agencies 
promote three “durable solutions” to 
refugees’ plight: voluntary repatriation, local 
integration in the country of first asylum, or 
resettlement in a third country. At least 50,000 
people from Kajo Keji live outside of Sudan. 
Not all of them have refugee status. 

Someone who has been forced from 
his/her home for refugee-like reasons, but 
remains within the borders of their own 
country is an “internally displaced 
person” (or IDP). Because IDPs are still 
under the jurisdiction of a government that 
might not want international agencies to 
help them, they often remain vulnerable to 
persecution or violence. There are far more 

internally displaced people than refugees. 
Kajo Keji hosts 27,748 IDPs in four 
camps, down from over 70,000 in 1996. 

Dr. Francis Deng, a scholar-diplomat 
from southern Sudan is currently UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special 
Envoy for Displaced Persons. He is 
studying the feasibility of establishing a UN 
body for IDPs on the lines of the UNHCR. 

Burnt Sudan: Destruction in western Kajo Keji County 
Professor of history and political science at 
Penn State’s Berks Campus and a member of our 
diocesan World Mission Committee, Dr. Randall 
Fegley of Christ Church, Reading, recently 
returned from Africa where he did college re-
search in Rwanda and spent some time in Kajo 
Keji in southern Sudan. Randall has been a 
leader in our diocesan initiative with the people 
of our partnership diocese of Kajo Keji in the 
Episcopal Church of the Sudan. 

God bless Africa: Guide her leaders. 
Guard her people. Give her peace. 

“I am sorry to tell you,” Bishop Paul wrote to the clergy prior to General Convention, “that 
the shoulder surgery I had last fall will have to be repeated, the insertion attachment points 
relocated, and a best result of only 60% of the use of the arm predicted. This hurts me more 
than it does you, naturally, but you do need to know a couple of things. In order to get the 
episcopal visitation schedule going on time after Labor Day, I have taken the first available 
surgery date, which is June 13. I will not be allowed to take long car rides for six weeks, so 
my participation in the various special events in July will be limited. It also means that I will 
have to miss the General Convention. I recognize that my not going effectively gives one 
vote to causes I do not support, but my first duty is to the diocese and I shall have to trust 
God to deal with the convention. There are both psychological and spiritual issues involved 
in letting go of the illusion of influence, and I am working on them.” [Editor’s note: Recovery 
time from this type of surgery is generally 12 to 16 weeks.] 


