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Flooding in New Milford 
St. Mark’s, New Milford, sustained substantial damage to its three buildings. Church Insurance 
promptly visited and inspected the church. Yoked with Christ Church, Susquehanna, to form the 
Susquehanna Country Ministry, St Mark's needs help to gather together its deductible of 
$12,328.00, according to Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow. He reports that St. Paul's in Montrose 
“has offered help, and my hope is that others will be moved to do likewise. Furnaces in the 
church and the rectory were under water, and considerable cleaning up is necessary to the interior 
and exterior.” St. Paul’s interim rector Charles Cesaretti reports that the New Milford “church, 
rectory, and parish hall all need immediate attention due to the breaking of the earthen dam, 
which was located just above New Milford. The church facilities were right in the path of the wall 
of rushing water and debris.” Cesaretti estimates that the needs “will certainly exceed the $13,000 
insurance deductible.” Bishop Paul said a contribution will be sent from funds that may be 
available for this purpose to him and the diocesan community. Cesaretti also said that St. Paul’s 
has offered a “bridge loan” to cover whatever costs St. Mark's incurs in this initial stage, and until 
the insurance kicks in.  We know that there will be a very solid response from this wonderful 
diocesan family. Those wishing to help may contact the wardens -- Jim Yeich and Wendy Keklak 
-- at jyeich@nep.net. and wendykeklak@yahoo.com.” 
 
Read the Episcopal News Service story about parishes coping with the recent flooding in 
New Milford, Tunkhannock and Easton. 
 
De-consecrated church building flooded again 
During the past week, the former St. Peter’s church building in Tunkhannock (recently 
deconsecrated by Bishop Paul) was equally flooded again, the third time in recent years. 
 
Volunteer hours in Tunkhannock during the earlier flooding? 
The parish is engaged in making a settlement with FEMA (Federal Emergency 
Management Agency) consequent to its flooding in September, 2004, which was part of 
Hurricane Ivan. To progress in the settlement, St Peter's needs to make an inventory of 
volunteer hours which were given to the parish during the flooding and the cleaning up. 
The hours are a deductible expense and benefit the parish. Please inform the parish's 
priest or wardens of the hours you may have contributed to St Peter's. 
 
Ten years with Bishop Paul 
On June 29, 1996, the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, bishops laid hands on Paul V. Marshall, 
consecrating him as eighth bishop of the 14-county Diocese of Bethlehem. Playing on the 
meaning of Bethlehem (House of Bread), Bishop Cathy Roskam used bread metaphors through 
much of her sermon. Few of us who were there have forgotten the call, especially the concluding 
sentence of this paragraph: “I have come to think of this wonderful [episcopal] vocation as a call 
to be bread, as our Lord is bread, having been blessed by this call to be broken and given to 
people and to be consumed in that giving. Now it's true that we are all bread by virtue of our 
baptism. Water and the Holy Spirit make us a eucharistic people, bread for each other and for the 
world. But as chief pastor and symbol of unity, Paul, you're it. You're the big loaf.” 
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Her sermon included a poem I’ve frequently found helpful in my own prayer: “Bakerwoman 
God, I am your living bread … I am your rising bread, well-kneaded … Put me in fire, 
bakerwoman God …Break me, Bakerwoman God … Bakerwoman God, remake me.” 
 
Bishop Paul’s ministry among us has been broad and deep: teacher, pastor, preacher, 
administrator, author, advocate and participant in ministry with people in the developing world, 
children and youth, the poor and the marginalized, advocate and reconciler with those within the 
church who consider themselves progressive as well as those who consider themselves 
traditionalists, interpreter of family systems theory, communicator within and beyond the 
diocesan community, a leader who consults with colleagues, and a person whose ministry as 
bishop proceeds from prayer and a contemplative vision of God’s kingdom. 
 
Bishop Roskam’s sermon and an article I’ve written for the July/August edition of Diocesan Life 
on some aspects of Bishop Paul’s ten years among us are accessible here
 
 
Ten years in (From Bishop Paul) 
Nothing in my professional and spiritual life has been as rewarding and challenging as serving as 
your bishop. Ten years have gone by very quickly. 
 
I think the most important thing I have learned in our time together is the extent to which Grace is 
a living reality. I have participated in both ends of the process of forgiving and being forgiven, 
teaching and learning, leading and following. I have overcome enough of my own fears to know 
that wherever people actually want to be reconciled to each other in Christ, God provides the 
way. The life of this diocese is so much more than the sum of its parts, and only God can be 
behind that reality. 
 
While I will go to my grave believing that leadership is essential, I live with the happy knowledge 
that this diocese, which does not rest on huge endowments, works because so many people, adults 
and children, pitch in on so many levels. When I consider the nearly 100% participation in our 
partnership with Sudan and in response to Hurricane Katrina, I see what St. Paul means by the 
Body of Christ functioning for its Head, the Lord Jesus. 
 
When I came here, I came believing with the early Church (and dear Bishop Seabury) that the 
bishop's primary colleagues are not fellow bishops, but the local clergy. I am profoundly grateful 
for the community our priests and deacons create, community of prayer, teaching, and learning. 
Over the years I have come to look forward to our monthly small group meetings, from which I 
always take away more than I bring. 
 
Diana joins me in thanking you for having us among you. It is a high privilege and certainly the 
source of much joy. 
 
I would like to say more and no doubt will, but typing with one finger is a bit exhausting. I ask 
for your continued prayers for our common ministry, and especially for my healing. As some of 
you know, there were some complications to this third surgery that are adding to the discomfort 
of recovery. Nothing, however, looms that will keep me from resuming the regular schedule of 
events and visitations in September. 
 
For the future: our two tasks of evangelism and work with the Sudanese will give us much to do, 
and I ask that we continue the excellent job of keeping our focus on those ministries. 
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I look forward to seeing many of you at the various special events scheduled for the summer, and 
join you in thanksgiving that we were spared a repeat of the 1972 flood. 
 
Yours in Jesus' service, 
 
+Paul 
. 
On General Convention 
Oh, there are so many places one can go to get this or that person’s take on General Convention 
and the election of a woman, Katharine Jefferts Schori, as our next presiding bishop. If you want 
first to gather the facts on what resolutions passed you might try the “unofficial, unaudited, 
abbreviated, alphabetical by topic summary of concurred actions put together by Episcopal News 
Service. Then there’s the General Convention’s own tracking here where you can read the full 
texts of resolutions and search resolutions by source, number, topic title, proposer, committee or 
house of initial action. Finally, you might try the user-friendly summary created for posting on a 
bulletin board by David Skidmore of the Diocese of Chicago. It’s at Chicago Diocese -- Resource 
Directory. 
 
You will find helpful commentary and interpretation from various points of view on the blogs of 
two of our convention deputies, Nick Knisely and Andrew Gerns. Finally, the July/August edition 
of Diocesan Life includes commentary from more of our convention deputies. It won’t be in your 
snail mail boxes until the second week of July, but you can see it now here. 
 
Don’t make another’s anxiety your crisis 
An article in today’s NYTimes, under the headline “Episcopalians shaken by division in church,” 
suggests that our “solid stone church had been struck by an earthquake … the long-vulnerable 
fault line running under the Episcopal Church had cracked wide open in one week.” The story 
says the Archbishop of Canterbury has “weighed in with a plan of seismic implications to ask all 
38 regional churches in the Communion to agree to a covenant that could limit each church's 
autonomy. Those that do not agree could be given second-tier status in the Communion” and that, 
according to one person quoted in the story, the conservatives could literally take over our 
rightful spot in the Communion, and the majority of the American church would be on the outs." 
 
This is one of several similar stories you may have read, heard or seen in the media. We would be 
wise, Bishop Paul wrote today on “Bethlehem of Pa,” our diocesan community interactive 
internet list, not to think that anxiety on somebody else's part means a crisis on our part. He said 
we are “at least 5 or 6 years away from any decision point about signing on to anything, and I 
don't think there is any way to predict what "it" will be. The Archbishop has already rejected the 
Windsor suggestion that he be the arbiter of the covenant, so the proposal has to be redrawn 
before it can even begin to be circulated through the Communion. That it would be up to 
individuals or even individual dioceses, such at Pittsburgh, to make unilateral choices does not 
appear in any plans on the Windsor drawing board.” 
 
Quoting once again from the NYTimes story: “Leaders of the Episcopal Church warned everyone 
not to jump to conclusions. They said it was possible for a covenant to be written broadly enough 
to encompass all sides, and for unity to be restored. The Episcopal Church's presiding bishop, the 
Rev. Frank T. Griswold, said, ‘We must never forget that God can always surprise us.’” …   
 
The concluding paragraph of the NYTimes story quoted David Anderson of St. Luke’s Church, 
Darien, CT: “We've never been bound by common belief, but by common prayer," he said. 
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"Anglicans have always had a generous openness. I just feel that now there's a cold wind 
blowing. As someone here said tonight, it feels un-Anglican to me." 
 
From the Kalamazoo Gazette 
A story published in the Kalamazoo Gazette includes much about General Convention from 
Bishop Robert Gepert of the Diocese of Western Michigan. Some may remember Bob Gepert as 
onetime rector of our former St. Michael’s, Birdsboro. 
 
Column on General Convention by Andy Gerns 
A General Convention Reflection by Andy Gerns, rector of Trinity, Easton, was published in 
Saturday’s Morning Call. And don’t miss Andy’s sermon for the recent Feast of St. Peter and St. 
Paul. First paragraph: “Peter and Paul were so different it is a miracle the church ever got off the 
ground. If Nero had not had them executed, they probably would have done each other in—if it 
weren’t so blatantly uncharitable. And yet we celebrate them together. Strange that God should 
give us this feast on this day, at this moment in our history.” Read it all.
 
NPR interviews with PB and PB-elect 
Listen to the NPR interviews with Presiding Bishop Griswold and Presiding Bishop-elect Jefferts 
Schori. 
 
Mercy and Truth collided, Righteousness and Peace clashed 
The President of the House of Deputies, the Very Rev. George L.W. Werner, preached the homily 
at June 20 Eucharist at General Convention in Columbus, Ohio.  
 
"When God was about to create Adam, the ministering angels split into contending groups. Some 
were in favor of Adam being created; others were against it -- and that's why, the story goes, 
Psalm 85 proclaims, "Mercy and Truth collided, Righteousness and Peace clashed." Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks points to a bold rabbinic interpretation. "God takes truth and throws it to the 
ground, meaning: for life to be livable, truth on earth cannot be what it is in heaven." [Alan Jones, 
"Common Prayer on Common Ground," "Love Letter to Anglicanism."] 
 
Now that I no longer have regular responsibilities for a congregation, I return to my pew after 
receiving Communion and open the Prayer Book to Psalm 85. "Mercy and Truth have met 
together; Righteousness, Justice and Peace have kissed each other." Justice doesn't appear in our 
current prayer book version, but I have seen it often replaces righteousness in other biblical 
translations. My biblical mentor, Ken Bailey and other scholars including (Massachusetts Bishop 
Suffragan) Gayle Harris have taught me that the root word is the source for both righteousness 
and justice, a sermon by itself. Imagine, if you will, a community which is marked by Mercy, 
Truth, Justice, Righteousness and Peace. [Read it all here.]  
 
Missioner for Development 
Charlene Horst, Esq., has accepted Bishop Paul’s invitation to be missioner for development for 
the Diocese of Bethlehem. More info here. 
 
Parish Newsletters 
Browse through the July newsletters of at least ten of our parishes here. 
 
Cycles of Prayer for July/August 
A far-out calendar ☺ and our cycles of prayer for July/August are accessible here. At that item on 
the diocesan blog, download page 11 of Diocesan Life. 
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The Trinity Mt. Pocono) Centennial Band 
The Trinity Centennial Band will be playing outdoors at Shawnee Inn at 7 pm on July 4, and 
again at Trinity, Mt. Pocono, on Saturday, July 8 at 2:30 as part of our Midsummer 
Festival. Some will remember them from Share the Bread where they played during lunch 
time. This community band of about 50 was formed originally by Russ Speicher as part of the 
parish's centennial celebration in 1996. They continue to come together in the spring each year to 
rehearse and play at various venues through the summer. For those with a touch of nostalgia for 
town band concerts, this is for you! It is always a delightful evening. And for those who have 
never heard such a concert, try it. It's good fun. Bring a folding chair. (Ginny Rex Day, rector, 
Trinity, Mt. Pocono) 
 
Resolutions for Diocesan Convention 
The deadline for submitting Resolutions for our Diocesan Convention (Oct. 13-14) is August 1. 
While resolutions may be presented on the floor of convention, it is preferable that they be 
submitted for inclusion in the convention pre-print so delegates may study and pray about them. 
Resolutions should be mailed, faxed or emailed to Canon Jane Teter, Diocesan House, 333 
Wyandotte Street, Bethlehem 18015; Fax: 610-691-1682; jteter@diobeth.org.  
 
Nominations for election at Diocesan Convention 
There are open positions on the Commission on Ministry, Diocesan Council, the Incorporated 
Trustees and Standing Committee. Nominating petitions and further information will be received 
at parish offices later this week. The deadline for submitting nominations to fill vacancies in 
various diocesan offices is August 1. 
 
Away for awhile, yet virtually here 
I’ll be at the Jersey Shore for the next few weeks, beginning Wednesday. I suspect, however, I 
will find some way to get online. A vacation would not be relaxing for me if I had to stop doing 
what I enjoy. Being online … and writing newSpin are among my favorite things. ☺  I’m grateful  
to so many of you who, over the past few months have told me how much you enjoy receiving 
newSpin. The fact that you read it, even getting down this far, is thanks enough. Thank you. --Bill 
 
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
 
 [newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration…The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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