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Woman elected as next Presiding Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts Schori, 52, bishop of the Diocese of Nevada, was elected yesterday to be the 
26th Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church. She was ordained deacon and priest in 1994. Prior 
to ordination, she was a visiting assistant professor at Oregon State University's Department of 
Religious Studies, a visiting scientist at Oregon State University's Department of Oceanography, 
and an oceanographer with the National Marine Fisheries Service in Seattle. She is an active, 
instrument-rated pilot with more than 500 hours logged. She received a B.S. in biology from 
Stanford University, 1974; an M.S. in oceanography from Oregon State University, 1977; a Ph.D. 
from Oregon State University, 1983; an M.Div. from Church Divinity School of the Pacific, 
1994; and a D.D. from Church Divinity School of the Pacific, 2001. 
 
She received the required 95 votes on the fifth ballot in the House of Bishops. At that time, the 
six male nominees had received a total of 93. The election took place on the 30th Anniversary of 
the resolution to allow women to be ordained to the priesthood and the episcopate of the 
Episcopal Church.  “It is men who love and respect women who have made this day possible,” 
said a female deputy speaking at the House of Deputies. 
 
She drew upon her experiences as an oceanographer when asked at a news conference yesterday 
how she'd reconcile with those who oppose her ordination and episcopate. While researching the 
living habits of worms, squid, octopus and shrimp 30 years ago, "a cruise captain wouldn't talk to 
me because I was a woman," she recalled. "That lasted about 15 minutes. We got over it." 
 
"My training as a scientist has given me the gift of looking at the world carefully, and 
investigating. I take delight in the incredible diversity of creation, delighting in the view from 
several thousand feet above the earth." 
 
When a reporter asked how the "average Anglican who is a black woman under 30, earns two 
dollars a day and is evangelical," might react to news of her consecration and to her consent to 
Gene Robinson's consecration, she responded: "If the average Anglican is as you describe, she is 
dealing with hunger, inadequate housing, unclean water and unavailability of education. Those 
are the places I would start. The issue of sexuality comes along much higher on the hierarchy of 
needs."  
 
About creationism and evolution, she said: "Evolution most definitely should be taught in school. 
It's a well-tested premise and the best model that fits the data available. Creationism can't make 
that claim. I believe in the creeds. They say God created the world, but they don't say how."   
 
About homosexuality, she said: "I believe that God welcomes all to his table, those who agree 
and those who disagree. The Episcopal Church always has been a strong voice for including a 
variety of opinions; the marginalized are welcomed at the table." 
 
See an earlier video interview here. And there’s a lot more at the following web sites and blogs: 
Nick Knisely’s Entangled States and Andy Gerns’ Andrew Plus, Daily Episcopalian of the 
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Diocese of Washington, Preludium by Mark Harris, and the special GC site provided by 
Episcopal News Service. And, of course, you can go to www.news.google.com and type “Jefferts 
Schori” in the search box. 
 
Epiphany teens make mission trip to Mississippi 
Fifteen young people and adults from Clarks Summit arrived yesterday in Mississippi for 
a one-week mission trip under the leadership of Josh Frank, Epiphany's youth missioner. 
They will be working to help rebuild after Hurricane Katrina. See the group’s blog. Its 
first major use will be to chronicle the mission trip in "real time," assuming that the 
information of the host church having a wireless network is correct. Josh said they plan to 
post a daily reflection (a rotating schedule of two young people per day has been set) 
accompanied by a few photos. They also plan to have more photos online through their 
Flickr photo-sharing account. 
 
A kitchen shower for a New Orleans Episcopal church 
Go to www.stpaulskitchen.com to consider how you might be able to help. You may do 
so online or at a kitchen shower to be held at Grace Church, Allentown, on July 29. This 
effort is being led by Grace parishioner Mary Louise Bross, mlb2@lehigh.edu, and has 
been endorsed by Grace’s vestry. 
 
Bishop’s Day with Youth: Summer Splash (July 15) 
Summer Splash, Bishop's Day with Youth, grades 7 to 12, will take place on Saturday, July 15, 
at Spruce Lake Retreat in Canadensis, (Monroe County). Late registration deadline is July 1. 
From the May archives of our diocesan blog, you may download (1)A registration form, (2)A 
Medical Release/Community Life Standards forms, and (3)An insert for parish bulletins or 
newsletters. 
 
Bishop’s Day with Children: July 22 (Bethlehem) and 29 (Scranton) 
Narnia: the Lion, the Bishop & the Wardrobe, Bishop's Day with Children, grades 1 to 6, will 
take place on Saturday, July 22, at Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, and Saturday, 
July 29, at St. Luke’s, Scranton. Late registration deadline is July 1. From the May archives of 
our diocesan blog, you may download: (1) A registration form, (2) A Medical form, and (3) An 
insert for parish bulletins or newsletters. These are accessible also at 
http://www.bethlehemtreasurechest.org/.  
 
Flooded-out church de-consecrated  
Bishop Paul participated on Sunday, June 11, in what he called a "difficult day" in Tunkhannock. 
He had gathered members and friends of St. Peter's Episcopal congregation in front of the "old" 
church near Shadowbrook Resort to announce that it would no longer be a sacred place of 
worship. In about a five minute service, he pronounced a de-consecration of the sight and claimed 
that any residual sacred items such as the altar would be physically removed and destroyed. 
Actually there has been no worship service held in the 44-year-old building since it was ravaged 
by the remnants of Hurricane Ivan in September 2004. Because of extensive moisture damage, 
the congregation was forced to relocate, and within weeks of the hurricane, settled on its present 
storefront location in Tioga West Shopping Center, just west of Tunkhannock Borough. Read the 
entire local news story at Wyoming County Press Examiner. 
 
Bishop’s School 
The Fall Semester of Bishop's School will be held at St. Peter's, Hazleton from 10 to 3:30 on 
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September 16 and 30; October 7, 21, and 28; November 4, 11 and 18; December 2, 9 and 16. The 
morning class will be taught by Bishop Paul and will be on the Book of Common Prayer. The 
afternoon class will be taught by Canon Bill Lewellis on Theology.  
 
Bishop Paul and the Commission on Ministry have revised the design for the School. Because the 
focus of the school is to prepare vocational deacons and locally licensed priests, the curriculum is 
designed to meet the canonical requirements for those ministries. The program will be four years 
long. Vocational deacons will be ordained after three years and spend year four doing 
independent study and/or working on areas of weakness or special interest. The fourth year will 
be used to continue to prepare candidates to be locally licensed priests. They, too, may be 
ordained deacon after the third year and continue their education for year four. 
 
The curriculum is designed so that people can enter at the beginning of any semester and continue 
through the four year program. The expectation for those in the ordination process is that there 
will be no more than one absence in order to be credited for any given course. Those who have 
completed some of the courses will be credited and not have to repeat them. 
 
Although the focus is on those preparing for ordination, anyone is welcome to register and attend. 
A $75 fee per course is payable with registration. 
 
To register please e-mail Linda Shifter at lshifter@diobeth.org or mail to Diocesan House, 333 
Wyandotte St. Bethlehem, PA 18015, the following information:  Name, address, phone number 
and e-mail address. We need to be able to reach you in case of inclement weather or other 
schedule changes. Checks should be written to:  The Diocese of Bethlehem, marked for Bishop's 
School. If you have questions, please contact Canon Jane Teter, jteter@diobeth.org or call 800-
358-5655 x 228. 
 
Jubilate 
Hymnody for Pentecost 2 (Proper 6B) to Pentecost 20 (Proper 24B), published by the Diocese of 
Bethlehem for our diocesan community and for free distribution to the world, may be 
downloaded as an Acrobat or MSWord file, whichever works best for you, at the June archives of 
our diocesan blog. Jubilate is a service of our Liturgy and Music Commission, specifically Canon 
Cliff Carr who has been doing this for some 20 years. 
 
The New Consecration Sunday program 
Assistance with New Consecration Sunday program by Herb Miller will be provided at St. 
Margaret's, Emmaus on June 28 starting at 7:00 PM. Connie Archer of St. Anne's, Trexlertown 
and Blaine Rittenhouse of St. Gabriel's, Douglassville will be the presenters. Both have used the 
program for several years and can supply some good pointers based on their experience. They 
will also discuss the GROW-ONE program for small Congregations also by Herb Miller. 
Participants who have used the program are invited also to share their experience. Register with 
Rosemary Kleintop at Diocesan House, 610 691-5655 x224, rkleintop@diobeth.org, by June 
23. Please give the name and parish for each one attending. According to stewardship missioner 
Dan Charney, this is a program that works big time when the plan is carried out to the fullest 
extent. Many parishes have had increases in their giving by as much as 15% to 25%.  
 
Resolutions for Diocesan Convention 
The deadline for submitting Resolutions for our Diocesan Convention (Oct. 13-14) is August 1. 
While resolutions may be presented on the floor of convention, it is preferable that they be 
submitted for inclusion in the convention pre-print so delegates may study and pray about them. 
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Resolutions should be mailed, faxed or emailed to Canon Jane Teter, Diocesan House, 333 
Wyandotte Street, Bethlehem 18015; Fax: 610-691-1682; jteter@diobeth.org.  
 
Nominations for election at Diocesan Convention 
There are open positions on the Commission on Ministry, Diocesan Council, the Incorporated 
Trustees and Standing Committee. Nominating petitions and further information will be received 
at parish offices later this week. The deadline for submitting nominations to fill vacancies in 
various diocesan offices is August 1. 
 
God’s Reign in the Desert: A Monastic Spirituality Retreat August 14-19 
Monasticism has always been a mysterious part of the Christian faith. Many of us have wondered 
what it is that monks and nuns do with their time besides making bread, cheese, or wine. 
Sometimes we have day dreamed about the leisurely life of prayer enjoyed by these sisters and 
brothers who are not burdened by the day-to-day drudgery we face in our lives. Often the subjects 
of monasticism and contemplative spirituality are dealt with in the abstract, but this retreat will 
offer a hands-on on experience of prayer, work, study, recreation, and community life.   
 
This summer, at the Fatima Retreat Center in Dalton, PA (near Scranton), a provisional 
monastery will be established to allow participants to take a closer look at the life of a monk by 
living that life for a few days.  We will be directed by the Rev. Peter Pearson from New Hope, 
PA and the Rev. Laura Howell of Bethlehem, PA. Mother Laura is a Benedictine Oblate, with 
experience of Eastern Orthodox monasticism and contemplative prayer forms. Father Peter spent 
several years in a Benedictine monastery and is well known in his work as an iconographer. 
Together these two guides will lead participants through the experience and offer their personal 
experiences as a backdrop for understanding a bit more about this often misunderstood expression 
of the Christian life.  
 
The retreat will run from August 14 to 19. The cost is $350 per person. There will be a limited 
number of openings, so please make your reservation early. The leaders will actively seek to 
create the best combinations of personalities to make this small community the best experience 
for all participants. To receive an application, please contact Fr. Peter at pearson@nb.net or call 
(215) 862-5782. 
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 [newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration…The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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