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Bishop Paul’s surgery 
Bishop Paul’s surgery was completed on Tuesday. He is now at home. He and Diana thank you 
for your prayers. The shoulder surgery he had last fall had to be repeated in order to relocate the 
insertion attachment points. Prior to surgery, he was told that the best result would be 60% of the 
use of the arm.  
 
“This hurts me more than it does you, naturally, but you do need to know a couple of things,” he 
said at that time. He said he took the first available surgery date “in order to get the episcopal 
visitation schedule going on time after Labor Day,” This meant that he would have to miss 
General Convention now in session. “I recognize that my not going effectively gives one vote to 
causes I do not support,” he said, “but my first duty is to the diocese and I  shall have to trust God 
to deal with the convention. There are both psychological and spiritual issues involved in letting 
go of the illusion of influence, and I am working on them.” 
 
 “More personally, I have to admit that the terror of the known is far worse than the terror of the 
unknown,” he said while asking for our prayers on the day of surgery and during the 12 to 16 
weeks of rehab. “Please also remember Diana, whose case load will be increased dramatically 
(there is nothing quite like a husband who in need of health attention).” 
 
Because he has been cautioned not to take long car rides for six weeks, the Bishop’s participation 
in the various special events in July will be limited. He does, however, intend to be present at the 
Bishop’s Day with Adults (July 1), the Bishop’s Day with Youth (July 15) and the Bishop’s Days 
with Children (July 22 and July 29. 
 
Father Donald Brand 
Father Donald Brand, who served as rector at St. Peter’s, Hazleton, 1983-93, died in Cecil 
County, Maryland, on June 2. His wife, Betty, was also his caretaker for the past eight years of 
Don’s infirmity. Born, January 22, 1927, Don was ordained in the Roman Catholic Church in 
1960. He served as a foreign missionary in Southeast Asia, 1960-69. He served also as a 
professor of sociology at Ithaca College, New York, 1970-78. Before coming to Hazleton, he 
served as rector at Trinity, Lowville, New York. During the early part of his retirement, he served 
as a priest in the Diocese of East Carolina. During his time in the Diocese of Bethlehem, Don was 
also an active member of the diocesan Evangelism and Renewal Commission and the leader of 
the At-Home Retreats program. In addition to having earned several undergraduate degrees, Don 
received a doctorate in sociology from Cornell University. 
 
Keeping up with General Convention News and Commentary 
If you want to keep up with General Convention, you won’t go wrong by looking, even briefly, at 
a few of the following sites. Go first to the special GC site provided by Episcopal News Service. 
Then, there are the blogs. I’d recommend at this moment Preludium by Mark Harris, EpiscoPod 
where podcasts will be provided, the  Daily Episcopalian of the Diocese of Washington, as well 
as two with some local flavor, Nick Knisely’s Entangled States and Andy Gerns’ Andrew Plus. 
Purely for background, not news, you may be interested in an introduction to General 
Convention, 15 Myths/Facts of General Convention, What is General Convention, What are the 
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issues of the 2006 General Convention, and A pdf file graphic on how resolutions move through 
General Convention 
 
Bishop’s email address 
Effective a few days ago, Bishop Paul’s email address, bishop@diobeth.org, had been shut down. 
The new email address is bpoffice@diobeth.org. 
 
Jubilate 
Hymnody for Pentecost 2 (Proper 6B) to Pentecost 20 (Proper 24B), published by the Diocese of 
Bethlehem for our diocesan community and for free distribution to the world, may be 
downloaded as an Acrobat or MSWord file, whichever works best for you, at the June archives of 
our diocesan blog. Jubilate is a service of our Liturgy and Music Commission, specifically Canon 
Cliff Carr who has been doing this for some 20 years. 
 
Epiphany calls rector 
The Rev. Craig Sweeney has been called to be the rector of the Church of the Epiphany, Clarks 
Summit.  Ordained in 2001, he comes to the Diocese of Bethlehem from the Diocese of Kansas 
where he has been rector of two yoked parishes. He will begin his new ministry on July 15. Born 
in Baltimore, raised in Topeka, Kansas, Craig attended the University of Denver where he 
received BA, MBA and JD degrees. He worked mostly in banking, corporate real estate and law 
for hotel and restaurant companies before starting my own title insurance agency in 1992.  It was 
sold during Seminary. He married Robin Jo Roy in 1973. They have three daughters, now grown: 
one lives in DC, one in Oregon and one in Kansas. “I'm a cradle Episcopalian.” Craig said, 
“though I left the church after high school for no particular reason.  I returned 'for the kids' in 
about 1986.  It felt wonderful being back, and I promptly got involved, serving as Treasurer of St. 
David's, Topeka, for almost nine years, lay-reader, chalicer, sound man, Altar Guild, and 
occasional youth work. I felt the call to ordination in 1994 and fought against it for some time 
before surrendering. We moved to Alexandria to attend Virginia Seminary in 1998.” 
 
Epiphany youth mission trip 
I understand that Epiphany's youth (Clarks Summit) are leaving Sunday for a one week mission 
trip to Mississippi and New Orleans. They will be working to help rebuild after Hurricane 
Katrina. Fifteen youth and adults are making the trip under the leadership of Josh Frank, 
Epiphany's youth missioner. While in New Orleans on the last day of their trip they will be 
worshipping at the Cathedral. They may set up a daily blog. I will tell you more when I know 
more. 
 
Bishop’s Day with Adults: Living an Everyday Faith (July 1) 
The Diocese of Bethlehem will sponsor a Bishop's Day with people from across our diocese at 
the Fatima Renewal Center in Dalton (near Scranton) on July 1.  We will have the chance to 
participate in some presentations on several aspects of finding God in our daily lives: praying 
with music, the visual arts, and other aids to deepening our relationship with God. There will be 
time for solitude and for fellowship, both spiritual nourishment and a bit of comfort food, quiet 
walks in the woods and bocce ball.  It's a day of holy leisure for the whole diocese. Download a 
registration form. Contact Barb Gessner, bgessner@verizon.net, 570-421-5925, at St. Stephen's in 
Wilkes-Barre or Peter Pearson, pearson@nb.net, 412-848-2642, at St. Philip's in New Hope for 
details.  
 
Bishop’s Day with Youth: Summer Splash (July 15) 
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Summer Splash, Bishop's Day with Youth, grades 7 to 12, will take place on Saturday, July 15, 
at Spruce Lake Retreat in Canadensis, (Monroe County). Those who register by the early deadline 
of June 15 will receive a free CD of pictures from the event. Late registration deadline is July 1. 
From the May archives of our diocesan blog, you may download (1)A registration form, (2)A 
Medical Release/Community Life Standards forms, and (3)An insert for parish bulletins or 
newsletters. 
 
Bishop’s Day with Children: July 22 (Bethlehem) and 29 (Scranton) 
Narnia: the Lion, the Bishop & the Wardrobe, Bishop's Day with Children, grades 1 to 
6, will take place on Saturday, July 22, at Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, 
and Saturday, July 29, at St. Luke’s, Scranton. Those who register by the early deadline 
of June 15, will receive a free Narnia T-Shirt. Late registration deadline is July 1. From 
the May archives of our diocesan blog, you may download: (1) A registration form, (2) A 
Medical form, and (3) An insert for parish bulletins or newsletters. These are accessible 
also at http://www.bethlehemtreasurechest.org/.  
 
The New Consecration Sunday program 
Assistance with New Consecration Sunday program by Herb Miller will be provided at St. 
Margaret's, Emmaus on June 28 starting at 7:00 PM. Connie Archer of St. Anne's, Trexlertown 
and Blaine Rittenhouse of St. Gabriel's, Douglassville will be the presenters. Both have used the 
program for several years and can supply some good pointers based on their experience. They 
will also discuss the GROW-ONE program for small Congregations also by Herb Miller. 
Participants who have used the program are invited also to share their experience. Register with 
Rosemary Kleintop at Diocesan House, 610 691-5655 x224, rkleintop@diobeth.org, by June 
23. Please give the name and parish for each one attending. According to stewardship missioner 
Dan Charney, this is a program that works big time when the plan is carried out to the fullest 
extent. Many parishes have had increases in their giving by as much as 15% to 25%.  
 
EFM set for Bethlehem and Reading 
[From Anne Kitch in Bethlehem] The Cathedral Church of the Nativity hosts an EfM 
(Education for Ministry) seminar that will meet Wednesdays, 9:30am to noon, from September 
through May. We are currently receiving registrations for new members for a group that begins 
September 6th of 2006. Education for Ministry, affectionately known as EfM, is a program of 
theological education-at-a-distance of the School of Theology of the University of the South. 
Students sign up one year at a time for this four-year program. It covers the basics of a 
theological education in the Old and New Testaments, church history, liturgy, and theology. 
Students meet regularly in seminars under the guidance of trained mentors. The program grants a 
certificate at the completion of the four years and 18 Continuing Education Units for each year's 
work. For more information, please contact Janet Kolepp at 610-954-9582, jkolepp@msn.com, or 
the Rev. Anne E. Kitch at the Cathedral 610-865-0727 or akitch@nativitycathedral.org.  
[From Connie Fegley in Reading] Christ Church in Reading also has an EFM class that meets on Tuesday 
evenings at 6 p.m.  We have several spaces for new members in what is a multi-level group. Anyone 
outside of the Cathedral's area may contact Connie Fegley at 610-678-7473 (home) or 610-698-9274 (cell) 
for more information. EFM is truly a unique experience for those serious about equipping themselves to do 
the work that Christ has given us to do.  (Plus it's done in a loving, supportive, enriching and fun 
atmosphere!) 
 
Christmas-at-Sea 
Jane Teter is at General Convention and, yes, she plans to knit for Christmas-at-Sea. “I can knit a 
cap or scarf while I travel,” she said, “and the yarn doesn't take up much room.” Jane is 
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encouraging knitters who travel during the summer to knit something for the sailors on the high 
seas who are unable to be with their families and friends for Christmas. We will collect items at 
our Convention in October.  Last year we sent some 144 items for distribution.  Find knitting 
instructions at www.seamenschurch.org for caps/scarves/socks/vests.  
 
Gary Nicolosi among Central PA nominees 
Five priests have been nominated in the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania to take over leadership 
of the diocese later this year when Bishop Michael Creighton retires. Among them is Gary 
Nicolosi, currently rector of St. Peter’s, Morristown, NJ. Some will remember Gary from his 
time, I think around 1990, as a canon at our Cathedral. 
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 [newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration…The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
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Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
 
 
 

http://www.seamenschurch.org/
http://www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin
mailto:blewellis@diobeth.org
mailto:blewellis@diobeth.org

