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Surgery again for Bishop Paul 
Colleagues and companions, I am sorry to tell you that the shoulder surgery I had last fall will 
have to be repeated, the insertion attachment points relocated, and a best result of only 60% of the 
use of the arm predicted. This hurts me more than it does you, naturally, but you do need to know 
a couple of things. In order to get the episcopal visitation schedule going on time after Labor Day, 
I have taken the first available surgery date, which is June 13th. I will not be allowed to take long 
car rides for six weeks, so my participation in the various special events in July will be limited. It 
also means that I will have to miss the General Convention. I recognize that my not going 
effectively gives one vote to causes I do not support, but my first duty is to the diocese and I  
shall have to trust God to deal with the convention. There are both psychological and spiritual 
issues involved in letting go of the illusion of influence, and I am working on them. More 
personally, I have to admit that the terror of the known is far worse than the terror of the 
unknown, and do ask for your prayers next Tuesday and in the weeks of rehab that will follow. 
Please also remember Diana, whose case load will be increased dramatically (there is nothing 
quite like a husband who in need of health attention). Thank you. Bishop Paul. 
 
Bishop’s visits 
The 2006-07 schedule of Bishop Paul’s visits is accessible here. 
 
Clergy Bible Studies, Clergy Days, Retreat and Dinner 
The 2006-07 schedule is accessible here. 
 
Victoria “LaLa” Leach 
Remarks of Bishop Paul at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Pentecost, 2006 
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You will note in your program that I am about to recognize LaLa Leach. It is an understatement 
to say that this is not something she would seek, so I will not be long and will try not to 
embarrass anyone. Furthermore, it would be both presumptuous and impertinent for me to 
attempt to add anything to the civic honors and awards the LaLa has received for her work in 
community, hospital and education. If you go to the Morning Call’s website and search on her 
name, you will see what I mean. 
 
I am up to something different today. I am, as sincerely as I can, thanking her for ten years of 
witness in quiet conversations to the power of God to direct and fulfill our lives. She has in quiet 
and direct ways made the connection between what we say and do – she has been for me a model 
of how compassion and firmness of conviction can coexist in one life with authenticity. There 
have been very few people in my ministry who have shown me so unselfconsciously how what 
we believe looks like when it works. In thanking her for her witness to Christ I also hope to 
remind us all that who and what we are can touch others profoundly. 
 
I have a small gift for Lala, and can also announce today that grateful clergy have funded the 
Victoria Leach Primary School in the diocese of Kajo-Keji, Southern Sudan. Please greet her with 
me. 
 
Epiphany calls rector 
The Rev. Craig Sweeney has been called to be the rector of the Church of the Epiphany, Clarks 
Summit.  He comes to the Diocese of Bethlehem from the Diocese of Kansas and will begin his 
new ministry on July 15. 
 
Alan Mead has been called to Virginia 
Alan Mead, alan45@mac.com, who for the past few years has served as interim rector of Christ 
Church, Reading, and the Church of the Epiphany, Clarks Summit, has been called to be interim 
rector at St. Paul's Memorial Church, Charlottesville, Virginia. He will begin his new duties there 
on July 1. Alan said that he and his wife, Pat, have enjoyed being a part of this diocese and 
sincerely hope to find their way back. Meanwhile, Alan intends to remain connected through the 
Bethlehem of Pa list-serve. 
 
Canon Bryan Williams 
Wrapped in the baptismal embrace of Christ 
Bishop Paul preached this sermon for the Funeral of Canon Bryan Williams at Christ Church, 
Charlottesville, Virginia, May 27. Father Williams was a canon in the Diocese of Bethlehem for 
ten years. He served as the bishop's confessor. 
An excerpt: “Saint Paul’s way of talking about baptism included the expression that we put on 
Christ, and for centuries Christians donned white robes at their baptism into Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. They wore them for a week to feel themselves wrapped in that experience of Christ. 
In the middle ages only babies were being baptized, and those white robes shrank to christening 
dresses such as we still use. In some places people saved those baptismal dresses until they died, 
and the garments were sewn into their shrouds – they were buried wrapped up in the baptismal 
embrace of Christ. 
Baptism trumps burial. There is no moment when we are not wrapped in Christ’s love and 
victory.”  
 
The Postulant’s other Guide 
“Increasingly our clergy are being formed outside the environment of this Church’s seminaries. 
The bishop is thus confronted with the problem of the tradition of the lore, the passing on of the 
unwritten traditions and practices that every profession possesses. The specimen given here, The 
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Postulant’s other Guide, is an abbreviated version of what I normally distribute, the full text of 
which includes an element of play not readily understood outside the personal relationship 
between bishop and postulants. It intentionally focuses on the topics that fascinate seminarians, at 
least as observed in my time of seminary teaching, so rather a lot of ink is given to apparel and 
terms of address, but the real theme is collegiality.” [Bishop Paul Marshall] 
 
Customaries 
Recently revised customaries for (I) Confirmation/Reception/Reaffirmation and (II) The 
Institution of Ministers are accessible at our diocesan blog. 
 
Diocese celebrates Cruising to Equity 
Read the story by diocesan children's missioner and child advocate Debra Kissinger here. It was 
published, with photos, across two pages of the summer edition of Episcopal Teacher.  
 
Parish Newsletters 
The June parish newsletters from Athens (Trinity), Bethlehem (Cathedral), Easton 
(Trinity), Hellertown (St. George’s), Mt. Pocono (Trinity) and Schnecksville (St. 
Elizabeth’s) may be downloaded at our diocesan blog. 
 
Let’s get healthy together 
"In the ten years I have been your bishop I have lost 63 pounds. Six pounds a year is nothing to 
brag about, as each of them came off the slow and hard way ... I have more work to do, a long 
way to go before taking modeling jobs for the AARP magazine. I am not skinny and still tremble 
at the sight of Ben and Jerry’s Cherry Garcia. I cannot change my biology or background, and as 
the movie says, 'If you can’t fix it, you gotta stand it.'" Read Bishop Paul’s column from the June 
edition of Diocesan Life here. 
 
Here Comes Everybody: Christian Communities that Work 
This program is now available for on-demand viewing. Three prominent advocates for 
progressive discipleship – Diana Butler Bass, Alan Jones and Brian McLaren – gather for a 
discussion on how to build new kinds of Christian communities. For lay and clergy leaders who 
want to learn how to strengthen their faith communities through the renewal of basic practices 
such as hospitality, discernment of the church's calling, personal testimony, observing the 
Sabbath, and open conversation, Here Comes Everybody has been edited in four segments. In the 
first three segments, Rick Johnson, TrinityWallStreet’s director of TV and New Media, 
interviews Bass, Jones and McLaren separately. Each of these segments includes a video essay. 
In the final segment Johnson leads a panel discussion with all three. My guess is that most of you 
will not regret investing the time to view this very well done program. 
 
The Deal-Breaker 
This comes from a column by Jonathan Sams, rector of St. Stephen’s Church, Troy, in the 
Diocese of Michigan. The entire column is accessible at www.the-record.org, on page 10 of the 
June 2006 edition of the monthly paper of that diocese. “… There is a strong minority in the 
Episcopal Church (a minority in the USA, a majority in the Anglican world as a whole) that 
believes the ordination of actively gay bishops constitutes a “deal breaker tat is grounds for a 
“divorce.” I do not want to see the Episcopal Church split. I support the ministry of gays and 
lesbians in the church, but also cherish my bonds with those who do not. Therefore I am praying 
that we all “stay at the table” with Christ until the kingdom of God comes “on earth as it is in 
heaven.” Historically, the Episcopal Church has included several different (and sometimes 
competing) schools of thought … All these perspectives are needed to express the wholeness of 
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Christian faith as it is actually lived. …  God is bigger than the Episcopal Church. If there is a 
split, life will go on in our congregations and diocese, and the Kingdom of God will continue on 
its mysterious and hidden way. If this were to come to pass, I predict the old patterns will reassert 
themselves in the ongoing Episcopal Church and in the “breakaway” groups. That is, there will 
come to be “liberal,” “catholic,” and “evangelical” schools of thought within each one, each co-
existing with the other in more-or-less tranquility until the next “deal-breaker” issue comes along. 
In my opinion, the “deal-breaker” has already occurred, 2,000 years ago on Calvary. Since God 
refused to recognize that divorce, why not save ourselves the trouble, and stay together? 
 
To hold the proper opinion about Jesus is not to be saved 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 
have eternal life. (John 3:16) “We think that belief is primarily a matter of considered opinion. We understand belief to 
mean assent to a proposition of fact: I believe that water is a combination of hydrogen and oxygen, and that Annapolis 
is the capital of Maryland. And we think that our belief in the Son of God is belief on that order, as well - I believe that 
Jesus is the Son of God - so we read today's famous sentence from the gospel of John and think that it means that 
having the right opinion about Jesus means we will go to heaven, and that having the wrong one means that we won't. 
Entire churches encompassing thousands and thousands of members are erected on the foundation of accepting that 
opinion, and the moment of salvation is understood to be the moment when you embraced it as true … But of course, it 
isn't like that at all. Intellectual assent to a statement about who Jesus is isn't the end of the play: if it is the end of 
anything, it's only the end of Act I. And the saved aren't readily identifiable as those people who hold the proper 
opinion about him -- God is much freer than that. The details of the salvation business are God's to hold; we don't run 
it. With regard to our claiming it, there is probably no such thing as too much humility.” [From Barbara Crafton’s 
Almost Daily eMo posted almost daily on our diocesan interactive list, Bethlehem of Pa.] 
 
CHIP 
The Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) is the state program that provides free, or low-
cost, health insurance to children under 19 whose families earn too much money to qualify for 
Medicaid, but not enough to purchase private health insurance. Under CHIP, children of families 
earning up to 200 percent of the federal income poverty guidelines – or $40,000 gross income for 
a family of four – may be eligible for free health insurance. Low-cost insurance is available for 
children of families earning up to 235 percent of the federal poverty guidelines, or $47,000 gross 
income for a family of four. Families are encouraged to log onto the CHIP website at 
www.chipcoverspakids.com or call the toll-free helpline at 1-800-986-KIDS to get more 
information about benefits and to find out if their children qualify for free, or low cost, health 
insurance.  All calls and inquiries are confidential. [Thanks to Diana Marshall for this.] 
 
News/Views/Background/Info on General Convention 
>The 75th General Convention of the Episcopal Church USA will meet in Columbus, Ohio, June 
13-21. As we move closer to the time, and during General Convention, newSpin notes will be 
published more frequently. Your friends not currently on this list may be added by emailing Bill 
Lewellis, blewellis@diobeth.org. Ask to be added to the newSpin list. 
>An introduction to General Convention 
>15 Myths/Facts of General Convention 
>What is General Convention? 
>What are the issues of the 2006 General Convention? 
>A pdf file graphic on how resolutions move through General Convention 
>The official website of General Convention 
>News coverage by Episcopal News Service: An archive of releases. 
>The News Centre at AnglicansOnline   
>General Convention: part legislature, part family reunion. Get it here. 
>Episcopal Church Governance: All church members play a role in our governance, from 
decisions in parish life to our highest policy-making body, the General Convention. Lay and 
ordained people, in concert with the church's bishops, share the responsibilities of oversight and 
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legislation. 
>The Windsor Report 
>To Set Out Hope On Christ: The Episcopal Church’s initial response to part of the Windsor 
Report 
>The Episcopal Church’s beginnings: A history of living the questions 
>The Episcopal Church today: Our congregations range from thousands gathering to worship in 
venerable cathedrals to small groups worshipping in storefronts. 
>Episcopal Church ministries between conventions: Our life service begins in our congregations, 
expands across dioceses and extends through the entire world. 
>The Anglican Communion: Webs of relationships. The Episcopal Church traces its roots to the 
Church of England and we are not the only Christian community in the world to do so. 
>How the Episcopal Church is organized for mission.  
 
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
 
 [newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration…The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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