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Computer down 
Jane Teter’s computer has been down, perhaps for the count, since Monday. If you sent her an 
email note and haven’t received a reply, you might try the phone. 
 
Regional Evangelism Training – one last chance 
The Regional Evangelism Training scheduled to take place at St. Peter’s, Hazleton, on 
Saturday, May 13 has been cancelled. There were no registrations. One last weekend to 
take part in a regional workshop remains: May 20 both at St. John's, Hamlin and at St. 
Stephen's in Whitehall, 10 am to 2 pm. The workshops are free and lunch is provided. To 
register, email Barbara Lewis and/or go to the forms found at the March 2006 archives of 
our diocesan blog, under the title Regional Evangelism Training. Last October, Diocesan 
Convention voted that every parish would take part in regional evangelism training 
during Eastertide 2006 with the commitment to undertake two evangelism projects before 
Easter 2007. As of today, 31 of the 66 parishes of the diocese have taken part or 
registered. Download the story by Andrew Gerns. 
 
The Saint of 9/11 
The Saint of 9/11 is a documentary about Father Mychal Judge, a Roman Catholic Franciscan 
priest and a chaplain for the New York Fire Department who was killed after rushing into the 
World Trade Center with other fire fighters. It premiered last month at the Tribeca Film 
Festival. “Judge was listed as the first casualty of 9/11 and is regarded by many as a saint,” says 
UCC licensed minister Chuck Currie in his Faith and Politics blog. “Others, because of his 
unconventional style and because of his homosexuality, view(ed) him quite differently.”  For and 
excellent read on Mychal Judge, see New York Magazine from November 12, 2001. 
 
Bishop’s Day with Adults: Living an Everyday Faith 
The Diocese of Bethlehem will sponsor a Bishop's Day with people from across our diocese at 
the Fatima Renewal Center in Dalton (near Scranton) on July 1.  We will have the chance to 
participate in some presentations on several aspects of finding God in our daily lives: praying 
with music, the visual arts, and other aids to deepening our relationship with God. There will be 
time for solitude and for fellowship, both spiritual nourishment and a bit of comfort food, quiet 
walks in the woods and bocce ball.  It's a day of holy leisure for the whole diocese. Contact Barb 
Gessner, bgessner@verizon.net, 570-421-5925, at St. Stephen's in Wilkes Barre or Peter Pearson, 
pearson@nb.net, 215-848-2642, at St. Philip's in New Hope for details.   
 
Religion's role in treating addiction  
Religion has increasingly been recognized as a resource for treating additions, ever since 
Alcoholics Anonymous introduced its 12-step program - with its recognition of a "higher power" 
- nearly 71 years ago. AA's success has inspired a multitude of other 12-step programs (Narcotics 
Anonymous, Overeaters Anonymous), as well as addiction recovery programs tailored to a wide 
variety of faiths. The U.S. government has begun funding religious addiction recovery programs 
as part of its faith-based initiatives. Now scientists are studying why and how religion and 
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spirituality aid recovery. All this attention has brought new information and new questions. Many 
scientific studies have confirmed that religion does play an important role in addiction recovery. 
Thanks to AA's efforts and scientific research on the brain, the understanding of addiction as a 
moral failing or character flaw has been largely replaced by the notion of addiction as a chronic, 
progressive disease of the brain. Read it at ReligionLink.
 
Stewardship Discussion in the North – May 23 
A note from Dan Charney … DanChaney@aol.com  
Attention all Parishes north of the tunnel: A very special meeting is planned for all parishes 
interested in bettering their year-round stewardship program. Dan Charney, diocesan missioner 
for stewardship, and The Rev. Canon Lexa Shallcross, diocesan stewardship commission 
chairperson, will take their show on the road to Prince of Peace, Dallas, on May 23.  The meeting 
will start with dinner at 6:00 and conclude at 8:30. They will lead a discussion on issues of 
stewardship and what action can be taken to bring about a positive attitude toward stewardship.  
They will share their ideas and show how we can work together as partners in this venture and 
bring about Church Growth. Each participant will receive gifts that will help them get started on 
the road to managing stewardship for the Kingdom. Register for this event by May 16 with Dan 
Charney by email, dancharney@aol.com, or phone (610) 837-4613. There is no fee for this event. 
Dan and Lexa look forward to working and sharing their ideas with you. Learn what stewardship 
really is, and the impact it can have on spiritual growth in your parish.  
 
Monitor ingrained reactions 
“The French say that if you smell the same bad smell in three different places, it’s you.” That’s 
the beginning of Bishop Paul’s May column for daily and weekly newspapers in the 14 counties 
of the Diocese of Bethlehem. Read Monitor Ingrained Reactions that Hurt Your Soul at our 
diocesan blog.*  
 
Episcopal Vocabulary Website 
See http://www.gshep.org/information/vocabulary.htm for a list of definitions for the uncommon 
words that we commonly use in the Episcopal Church. Many come with hyper-links to sites with 
more information. 
 
May 23 – Organ Recital – Lew Williams in concert 
In Bethlehem, Music and The Arts at Trinity Church presents its final concert of the 2005-2006 
season on Mothers' Day, Sunday, May 14 at 3:00 p.m. Lew Williams is an internationally 
acclaimed theatre organist. His program will cover repertoire from heavy to light. His dazzling 
technique, imaginative use of improvisation skills, and colorful use of Trinity's 1955 Aeolian-
Skinner organ will make this a concert to remember. Free admission. Trinity Episcopal Church is 
located at 44 E. Market St., Bethlehem. For further information, contact Lorenz Maycher, Trinity 
organist, Lorenz@trinitybeth.org.   
 
May 17 – Ordination of Deacons, Cathedral, 7 pm 
Mary Lou Divis of the Church of the Epiphany, Glenburn, and Donna Jean Kiessling of 
St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville. 
 
May 18 – Diocesan Council Meeting, 6:30 pm 
Holy Cross, Wilkes-Barre 
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May 23 – Stewardship Discussion 
Led by Dan Chaney and Lexa Shallcross at Prince of Peace, Dallas, 6:00 to 8:30.  
  
May 24 – Ecumenical Dialogue Day  
Dr. Thomas Ferguson, the Episcopal Church's associate deputy for Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Relations will present Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry: Are We Any Closer? at the May 24 
Christian Gathering of Northeastern PA (an Ecumenical Dialogue Day) at Marywood University, 
Scranton, 9:00 to 3:30. The focus will be on the 1982 BEM document. (Download it from the 
World Council of Churches website.) Sponsored by the RC Diocese of Scranton. More 
information and a registration form may be downloaded as a pdf or word file at 
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2006/03/christian_gathe.html.  
 
*Diocesan Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
 
About newSpin 
newSpin is an e-newsletter of information related to the Diocese of Bethlehem, the Episcopal 
Church and the Anglican Communion... with spin from the editor. There are two versions. The 
version you are reading is published online up to twice weekly. A comprehensive version, 
updated every few weeks, is accessible at 
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2006/04/newspinfull_005.html. 
 
[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration…The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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