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The blessedness of striving for peace 
Our diocesan Peace Commission was reestablished by vote of delegates at our 2005 Diocesan 
Convention. The commission's first effort will be to find ways to promote a current movement, 
now gaining momentum across the nation, to establish a U.S. Department of Peace and 
Nonviolence, a cabinet-level office parallel to the departments of State, Education, and Defense. 
Download the Peace Commission's statement at our blog.* 
 
May 10 at Kirby House 
ECW Annual Meeting – Register NOW 
At this Annual Meeting and Celebration of Women, the ECW of the Diocese of 
Bethlehem will name Diana Marshall outstanding woman of the diocese. See Download 
ecw_names_diana_marshall.pdf. Bishop Paul will preside and preach at Eucharist. Canon 
Charles Cesaretti will be the guest speaker, making two presentations on Recovering from 
Bible Deficiency Anemia. All are invited. You will find a brochure that includes a 
registration form at Download ecw_annual_meeting_brochure.pdf. The form should be 
sent with payment of $12 to Catherine Jeffery, ECW Treasurer., 1839 Ulster Road, 
Allentown, 18109. Telephone: 610-868-6682. If, for some reason, those direct links don’t 
work for you, please go to 
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2006/04/ecw_annual_meet.html. 
 
Prepare the soil in the spring 
Diocesan stewardship missioner Dan Charney suggests to parishes interested in improving their 
stewardship that spring preparedness is needed for a plentiful harvest. Read Dan's column at our 
diocesan blog* and plan to attend a meeting on June 28 in Kingston or Emmaus to help facilitate 
your planning for the New Consecration Sunday program. 
 
Congregational Resource Guide 
A free online guide to the best resources on topics that matter most to congregations, 
www.congregationalresources.org. The CRG draws on the expertise of The Alban Institute, the 
Indianapolis Center for Congregations, and other specialists. Hosted by The Alban Institute; 
offered as a gift by Lilly Endowment. 
 
May 4 – Hearing on Policies for Protection of Children & Youth from Abuse 
At the Cathedral, Bethlehem. In response to a request made at Diocesan Convention in 2005, 
Diocesan Council offers this hearings to discuss the Diocesan Policies for the Protection of 
Children & Youth from Abuse, 7:30 to 9:00 pm, open to all concerned members of the diocesan 
community, clergy and lay, to learn about the theological rationale for and history of child 
protection in the church as well as to dialogue about questions and concerns regarding the official 
policies. The archdeacon, members of diocesan council and Safeguarding God’s Children’s 
trainers will be present to answer questions. “If you were unable to attend the hearing at St. 
Luke's, Scranton (April 27),” Trinity, Mt. Pocono rector Ginny Rex Day wrote recently, “I 
encourage you to attend the next one….  Our Archdeacon, Child Advocate, members of council 
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and trainers who were providing leadership did an outstanding job. The presentations were clear 
and to the point. The attention to questions was sincere, open, and notes were carefully taken for 
further discussion by Council. The bottom line is that we are called to care for the least among 
us.  One of the most significant ways we can respond to this is by doing everything within our 
power and capability to be certain that our churches are safe and welcoming places for our 
children and youth. This is a project in process - may we be blessed in this diocese to continue to 
work together...” 
 
The religious 'left' reasserts itself 
Best-selling books, high-profile conferences and a blog boom all signal a political renaissance of 
people who call themselves "spiritual progressives" or "religious liberals." They include members 
of many faiths, and a prime focus is countering the politics of religious conservatives and 
critiquing their use of religious language. Issues such as poverty, the environment, AIDS, 
immigration, church-state issues and religion in public schools are attracting new coalitions of 
religious moderate and liberal groups and inspiring the formation of grass-roots organizations, 
sometimes in combination with secular groups. It matters because terms such as values, morality 
and Christianity have come to be popularly identified with a Republican partisan view in 
contemporary American politics. More voices, and more prominent voices, are objecting to this 
association. A comprehensive report compiled by professional journalists is accessible at 
www.religionlink.org/tip_060501.php.  
 
Live webcast, May 25, will explore practices of growing congregations 
“How do we get back to the basics of Christianity without getting buried in doctrine and dogma?” 
That’s the question an Ascension Day webcast will explore when Trinity Church – St. Paul’s 
Chapel in Manhattan presents Here Comes Everybody! Christian Community That Works, said 
Rick Johnson, director of Trinity TV and New Media. The live online webcast will examine the 
increasing interest in inclusive and progressive Christian communities that include constructive 
conversation and a safe platform for disagreement. Progressive means a “congregation that has 
diversity of opinion within it, conservatives and liberals, but all are dedicated to the notion that 
everybody fits, that there’s a place for everyone,” John explained. “It’s when you’re into the 
tribalism of who’s in and who’s out that a community stagnates and a community is torn apart.” 
The program, available for online viewing at www.trinitywallstreet.org from 8 to 10 pm on May 
25, will feature a video essay and 20-minute interviews with Diana Butler Bass, Alan Jones and 
Brian McLaren. “The greater life of this will be as a resource on our online television portal,” 
Johnson said. The program will be divided into four segments, and congregations will be able to 
visit the website and view the program on demand or order it on DVD. [From an Episcopal Life 
article by Sharon Sheridan] 
 
This Schism Is Brought to You by the IRD 
[From a column in The Witness by Daniel J. Webster, www.thewitness.org/article.php?id=1058] 
June 2006 may be a turning point in the history of the Christian church in America and in one 
branch of Christianity worldwide. Episcopalians meet in their triennial General Convention at 
Columbus, Ohio. Presbyterians hold their 217th General Assembly in Birmingham, Alabama. 
They are both fighting a common enemy that most church members likely are not aware of. 
Regular readers of The Witness may know well the wedge tactics employed by the Institute on 
Religion and Democracy (IRD). However, I suspect most pew dwellers haven't a clue what it 
does. ... Many believe a schism in the Episcopal Church USA and the worldwide Anglican 
Communion is inevitable after this summer. If it does occur it will not be about homosexuality or 
Gene Robinson or the blessing of same-sex unions. It will have been planned, plotted and 
engineered by the IRD and its very rich, ultraconservative henchmen (some women, but mostly 
men) who have targeted the Presbyterian Church (PCUSA), the United Methodist Church (UMC) 
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and the Episcopal Church for nearly 25 years. Sexuality was just a hot-button issue the IRD could 
exploit along with "radical feminist theology" and what the IRD judges to be an abandonment of 
"biblical Anglican theology." There's no better description of how the IRD works than Hard Ball 
on Holy Ground, The Religious Right v. the Mainline for the Church's Soul (Boston Wesleyan 
Press, 2005). This book, edited by Stephen Swecker, is a compilation of articles by several 
authors who expose the IRD for what it is. "In the end, the IRD is not a program grounded in faith 
but, rather, in fear -- both fear of change in general and fear of loss by those who benefit most 
from the status quo, i.e., the wealthy and the powerful," writes Swecker in his closing article.  
 
Also read or download an eight-page feature, Following the Money: Donors and Activists on the 
Anglican Right, at www.edow.org/follow.  
 
Stem cells in context 
 [From an ENS report] While the debate over the many ethical implications of stem cell research 
rages, studies in molecular genetics, genomics and cell development continue to yield new 
information. One of the learnings … is that the differentiation of a stem cell depends on the 
environment or microniche where it resides. "What a cell's neighbors 'say' to it chemically, and 
what it says to its neighbors, impact what kind of cell it becomes," reported Dr. Christie A. 
Holland, retired Professor and Chair of Virology, Immunology and Infectious Diseases at the 
Children's Medical Center in Washington, D.C. "If context matters in ethics as well as in the 
development of a cell," posed Karen LeBacqz, bioethicist in residence at Yale, "we need to 
realize that we are talking about a different context here. It is a great pity that the debate around 
stem cells got framed in terms of the abortion debate. They are very different contexts." Full story 
at www.episcopalchurch.org/3577_74135_ENG_HTM.htm. 
 
Religion informs immigration debate 
Continued protests and divisive legislation insure that America's immigration debate 
won't be quieted by one congressional vote. What role will morals and values play as 
the nation decides how to treat its 12 million illegal immigrants? See 
www.religionlink.org/tip_051114a.php.  
 
Attitudes Toward Immigration In the Pulpit and the Pew 
Despite the strong pro-immigrant statements issued recently by a number of prominent religious 
leaders1, polls by the Pew Research Center show that large segments of the public – including 
many Catholics, mainline Protestants and evangelicals – harbor serious concerns about 
immigrants and immigration. But among these three groups, those who attend church most 
frequently tend to be more likely than their less-frequently-attending counterparts to share their 
religious leaders' pro-immigrant sentiments. This disparity in perspective often persists even after 
controlling for socio-economic variables such as income, education, gender, and race. Full story 
at 
www.pewtrusts.org/ideas/ideas_item.cfm?content_item_id=3329&content_type_id=18&issue_na
me=Religion%20in%20public%20life&issue=17&page=18&WT.mc_id=05/01/2006 
 
Hollywood translates The Da Vinci Code 
The film adaptation of the astonishingly popular novel The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown opens 
in theaters May 19. The film brings renewed scrutiny of the book's unorthodox view of Christian 
history and another round of debate about Hollywood's handling of faith. 
www.religionlink.org/tip_060313.php  
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A comprehensive version of newSpin is accessible as a pdf file at 
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2006/04/newspinfull_005.html.  
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About newSpin 
newSpin is an e-newsletter of information related to the Diocese of Bethlehem, the Episcopal 
Church and the Anglican Communion... with spin from the editor. There are two versions. The 
version you are reading is published online up to twice weekly. A comprehensive version, 
updated frequently, is accessible at our diocesan blog. 
 
[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan community… clergy, elected or appointed 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has leadership 
responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy 
and outreach, stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial administration…The goal is for 
all of us to have easy access to the same information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not receiving newSpin, please ask them to 
send their email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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