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To let God into our lives 
means that they are 

never the same again. 
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DOK to host Quiet Day in Kingston 
Daughters of the King, Grace Chapter will sponsor a Quiet Day 
on Saturday, March 4, (10  to 2) at Grace Church, Kingston, 
and invite you to take part. All are welcome. Stay for a few 
hours, or stay for the day. This is quiet time for meditation, 
rest, and Lenten reflection as we approach Holy Week. Wear 
comfortable clothes; bring a bible, or a book, or a journal, 
or just yourself.  Lunch will be provided. Contact the church 
office by February 28 (570- 287-8440) if you plan to attend. 

DOK organizes Women’s Retreat 
The Daughters of the King will conduct a Women’s Retreat, 
March 24-26, at Mary Immaculate Center, Northamton. 
The theme is the Journey of Prayer with St. Francis of Assisi. 
Cost for the weekend is $125.00. All women are welcome. 
Further information: Joan De Acetis, 570 504-7733. 

Your library card 
may be a ticket to cyberspace resources 
The barcode number on my library card gives me access to 
a wealth of web resources for which I’d otherwise have to 
pay. The POWER Library (Pennsylvania Online World of 
Power Resources), a service of Pennsylvania’s public 
libraries, school libraries and the State Library, allows a 
card holders to access thousands of full text periodical 
articles, newspapers, a major encyclopedia, plus 
photographs, pictures, charts, maps, reference materials for 
young people and more. You will find materials of interest 
in most subject areas for all age groups from young children 
to adults. Public libraries are eligible to join the POWER 
Library if they participate in the Access Pennsylvania 
statewide card program. Public elementary school libraries 
are eligible to join the POWER Library program if their 
high or middle school libraries are on the Access 
Pennsylvania database. Public school libraries are eligible 
to join if their public school district has at least one school 
library on the Access Pennsylvania database. Private school 
libraries are eligible to join if they are on the Access 
Pennsylvania database. 

Diocesan Calendar of Events 
A diocesan calendar of events may be downloaded at 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. Please let me 
know if your congregation or ministry has planned an event 
that may be of interest to people beyond the congregation. 

Cycles of Prayer 
Diocesan, Anglican and Kajo Keji cycles of prayer for 
March may be downloaded at www.diobeth.typepad.com/ 
diobeth_newspin. 

Building a parish web site 
Beyond some very general advice, congregations are 
basically on their own when it comes to building a web site. 
Unfortunately, we do not have sufficient staff at Diocesan 
House to assist in this endeavor. If you want a free site, you 
might check out www.forministry.com, a ministry of the 
American Bible Society. This is not ideal, but it can get you 
online quickly. They use a stock content management 
solution and give you a cumbersome web address, but it will 
get you a presence on the web… and the price is right. 
Someone with a little web savvy can easily navigate and 
establish a parish site from there. Customized solutions will, 
of course, be somewhat expensive. Some parishes have 
gotten practical help and helpful advice from people in their 
congregations. Good info on developing a web site is 
provided by the folks at AnglicansOnline, http:// 
anglican.org/domain/index.html, by United Methodist 
Communications,  http://www.umcom.org/webtips/, by the 
Presbyterian Church USA, http://www.pcusa.org/pcnet/ 
chweb.htm and by the Hartford Institute for Religion 
Research, http://hirr.hartsem.edu/cong/ 
cong_designing_church_sites.html. 

Losing our way via the federal budget 
If budgets are, as some contend and we would agree, moral 
documents, then this one suggests we have abandoned a 
basic sense of right and wrong and any notion that we are at 
our best when we strive to make life better for all, not just 
those who manage to accumulate wealth… This budget 
proposal realistically may have no chance to survive as 
written, but the fact that it was proposed is the sobering 
reality. [From the lead editorial, National Catholic Reporter, 
Feb. 17, 2006, www.ncronline.org] 

Mariners receive record number of Christmas gifts 
Over 3,500 knitters across the country hand-knitted some 
13,600 scarves, hats, vests and socks for distribution 
through the Seamen’s Church Institute of New York & New 
Jersey, www.seamenschurch.org, to deep-sea mariners and 
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America’s river mariners as Christmas 2005 gifts. Knitters 
from our diocese made some 114 items that were packed 
and sent to the Seamen’s Institute for this ministry last fall. 
Items for the Christmas-at-Sea program may be sent to 
Canon Jane Teter at Diocesan House throughout the year. 
Items are collected year-round at the Seamen’s Institute’s 
headquarters in Lower Manhattan. 

Biofeedback 
From the Mayo Clinic: Biofeedback is helpful for a wide 
variety of medical conditions. Discover who it’s for and 
how it’s used. Have you ever wished you could simply will 
your symptoms to disappear? With biofeedback you may be 
able to rely less on medication and more on the power of 
your mind. Read the article at http://www.mayoclinic.com/ 
health/biofeedback/SA00083. [Thanks to Diana Marshall for 
this pointer.] 

First Aid Guide for medical emergencies 
Medical emergencies don’t occur every day. But when they do, 
information can help you deal with these situations. Find it – 
from anaphylaxis to toothache, saying nothing about u-v-w-x- 
y-z – at http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/FirstAidIndex/ 
FirstAidIndex. [Thanks to Diana Marshall for this pointer.] 

Runny nose and stuffy nose: Self-care 
No matter what the cause of your runny nose or stuffy nose, 
you can generally take care of the situation on your own. 
Here’s how. You might have a runny nose or a stuffy nose 
because of a cold, the flu or seasonal allergies. In most 
cases, it’s just a temporary nuisance. Here are some tips to 
make it more bearable when your nose acts up. Read the 
article at http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/runny-nose/ 
ID00006. [Thanks to Diana Marshall for this pointer.] 

World Mission Sunday is February 26 
Resources that may be downloaded and duplicated are 
accessible at www.episcopalchurch.org/agr/wmsunday. 
They include a bulletin shell in two sizes, a biblical 
reflection, a homiletical note, a sermon on the theme of 
Anglican women’s empowerment, a speech (Communion by 
Another Way) delivered by Mrs. Phoebe Griswold, 
extensive reports and other data. 

Lenten materials available online 
Groundwork: Digging Deeper for Change and Growth is 
available for Lent 2006. This resource is aimed at 
encouraging personal and congregational transformation. 
The Lenten guide includes: *Lesson plans for a 5-week 
Sunday Morning Adult Form in Lent, *Lesson plans for 5 
Mid-week Adult Programs in Lent, *Adaptations for use 
during the Easter Season, *Use of Groundwork in retreat 
settings, and *Vestry Planning for Evangelism. Based on the 
Year B readings for the five Sunday in Lent, this latest 
edition invites congregations to reflect on how they invite 
people into their midst and into the Episcopal Church. 
Groundwork was mailed to all congregations in late 
November 2005 and is available online at http:// 
www.episcopalchurch.org/groundwork. 

Pew Research Center 
The Pew Research Center’s redesigned portal site, www.pewresearch. 
org, features never-before-published findings and analysis – 
released each week through an email newsletter, http:// 
visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1101176124369, as 
well as through headlines from the six projects that make up 
the Center: (1) Pew Research Center for the People & the 
Press; (2) Stateline.org; (3) Pew Internet & American Life 
Project; (4) Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life; (5) Pew 
Hispanic Center; and (6) Pew Global Attitudes Project. The 
Center is a nonpartisan “fact tank” that provides information 
on the issues, attitudes and trends shaping America and the 
world. It does so by conducting public opinion polling and 
social science research; by reporting news and analyzing 
news coverage; and by holding forums and briefings. It does 
not take positions on policy issues. Located in Washington, 
D.C., the Center is a subsidiary of The Pew Charitable Trusts. 

The Episcopal Church of Sudan 
A helpful document wherein to discover the concerns before 
the Episcopal Church of Sudan and our companion Diocese 
of Kajo Keji is the Communiqué from the Provincial Synod 
of the Episcopal Church of Sudan. The synod was held in 
Juba during late January. Find the document at 
www.anglicancommunion.org/acns/articles/41/00/ 
acns4108.cfm. 

Have you planned a gift for ministry? 
Please go to www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/ to 
download a page of people (by parish) who have designated 
gifts by way of wills, trusts, life insurance policies or 
retirement accounts to provide resources for future ministry 
in their parishes. If you have planned a gift for ministry, let 
it be known. Send your name to blewellis@diobeth.org. If 
you choose to remain anonymous, your name will be held in 
confidence. (The last time I mentioned this I had not yet 
uploaded the file to make it accessible at that link. I have 
corrected that. Please take a look at that and… do let it be 
known if you have planned a gift for ministry. Thanks.) 

A fund at GTS for Diocese of Bethlehem students 
A small fund has been established at General Theological 
Seminary, NYC, www.gts.edu, for students from the 
Diocese of Bethlehem. It will be funded and distributed 
annually, either to a seminarian from our diocese, or to the 
Center for Christian Spirituality at GTS. Funding is in place 
for the next 15 years. The first scholarship funds will be 
ready for September. 

Evensong and Organ Recital at Trinity, Bethlehem 
Sunday, Feb. 26, 4:00 pm. Casey Cantwell, guest organist- 
choirmaster and recitalist, and the Trinity Church Choir. 
Music by Bach, Candlyn, Smith, Stanford, and others. A 
reception following in the parish hall. Casey Cantwell is 
organist-choirmaster at Trinity Episcopal Church, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and is artistic director of the Tulsa Boy Singers. 
Free admission. More info: LorenzMaycher@aol.com. 

Action Alert 
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The Pennsylvania Council of Churches includes an Action 
Alert section: opportunities to take action on specific bills 
and issues of interest to the Council and the wider faith 
community both in Harrisburg and in Washington. Each 
Alert includes brief background information, specific 
actions requested with appropriate contact information and 
suggested messages for legislators and other decision 
makers, theological and organizational rationale for action, 
and additional resources. Visit www.pachurches.org/What/ 
Advocacy/Alerts/Alerts.htm. 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days Challenge Disparity 
Ending extreme inequality, uplifting those who are 
impoverished, ensuring civil and human rights, protecting 
the integrity of creation, and seeking peace in the midst of 
global conflicts are all the focus for this year’s Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days for Global Peace with Justice conference. 
Challenging Disparity: The Promise of God, the Power of 
Solidarity is set for March 10-13 in Washington, D.C. The 
Episcopal Church’s Office of Government Relations (see 
Episcopal Public Policy Network, www.episcopalchurch.org/ 
3654_67912_ENG_HTM.htm?menupage=67911) is 
encouraging Episcopalians interested in public policy to 
attend this fourth annual Event, where nearly 900 religious 
advocates from across the country are expected. Episcopal 
News Service story at www.episcopalchurch.org/ 
3577_71766_ENG_HTM.htm. 

Lehigh County Conference of Churches seeks 
Ecumenical Director 
Seeking an ordained, experienced individual to serve as 
ecumenical liaison for LCCC to build a system of 
communication with churches and volunteers to enhance 
mission in the community. Must have experience in church 
relations, community missions, financial development, 
advocacy, volunteer coordination and administration. 
Master of Divinity degree or equivalent religious degree 
required and five years pastoral experience. Computer, 
communication and organizational skills are a must. This 
person will be part of the organization’s management team. 
Full time position. Includes health benefits. Send resume by 
March 10 to tsmith@lcconfchurch.org or mail to Lehigh 
County Conference of Churches, Attn: T.A. Smith, 534 
Chew St., Allentown, PA 18102. More info about LCCC at 
www.lcconfchurch.org. 

Megachurches 
Interesting results or research on megachurches is available 
at the Hartford Institute for Religion Research. They are not 
a passing religious fancy. The number of congregations of 
over 2,000 members has increased by nearly 50 percent 
since 2000. Virtually all share common traits of a dynamic 
senior pastor, emphasis on conservative values, and building 
small groups to offset the large size. They also know how to 
make worship entertaining. 

Spiritually Literate Films 
Go to your favorite video rental store prepared. At 
www.spiritualityhealth.com/newsh/items/moviereview/ 

item_10205.html#10%20Most, browse through Frederic and 
Mary Ann Brussat’s reviews of their picks for “the most 
spiritually literate films” of 2005: The Ten Most Spiritually 
Literate Films, The Ten Most Spiritually Literate Foreign 
Language Films, The Ten Most Spiritually Literate Documentaries, 
Ten More Spiritually Literate Films. Their reviews of recent 
DVD releases are accessible at www.spiritualityhealth.com/ 
newsh/items/blank/item_9651.html before making your 
choices at your favorite video store. And, if you want to read 
the case for and against each of the five films nominated by 
BeliefNet as best spiritual film of 2005: Cinderella Man, 
Walk the Line, The Chronicles of Narnia, Brokeback 
Mountain and Junebug. 

ECW Celebration of Women at Kirby House, 
Glen Summit 
Marlene Hartshorne, president, and the diocesan ECW 
board invite women of the diocese to the Episcopal Church 
Women’s Annual Meeting and Celebration of Women in the 
Diocese, Wednesday, May 10. Bishop Paul will celebrate 
Eucharist. Father Charles Cesaretti, interim rector at St. 
Paul’s, Montrose, will be the annual meeting’s guest 
speaker. A feature of the day will be the recognition of the 
Outstanding Woman of the Diocese. Registration begins at 9 
a.m. A fee of $12.00 per person will cover expenses, 
including lunch. Kirby House is located in Glen Summit, 
near Mountaintop, in the mountains east of the Scranton- 
Wilkes-Barre area. Those wishing to attend may obtain 
driving directions from Deacon George Loeffler, 
deaconi@ptd.net or Jane Nurse, 570-965-2085, 
nursejo@stny.rr.com. 

Basically a relationship 
“Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a 
lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which 
gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction.” [From the 
first encyclical of Pope Benedict XVI, Deus Caritas Est, 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/ 
documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20051225_deus-caritas-est_en.html.] 

St. Andrew’s-Sewanee 
St. Andrew’s-Sewanee School in Sewanee, Tennessee, has 
special grants available for boarding students whose parents 
are Episcopal employees. The SAS Episcopal Employees 
Grant Program reduces tuition by 40% for boarding students 
who are children of full-time clergy and lay employees of 
Episcopal organizations. For information about the school, 
visit www.sasweb.org. For application and financial aid 
info, contact the admissions office at 866-513-8290 (toll 
free) or email admissions@sasweb.org. 

Obituaries 
If you need to track down a death notice or obituary, you 
might try www.legacy.com or www.BlogofDeath.com. 

St. John’s, Palmerton 
Canon Charles Morris will become priest-in-charge at St. John’s 
Church, Palmerton, beginning February 19, 2006.  Please keep 
him and St. John’s in your prayers as they begin a new chapter in 
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their ministry together. Canon Morris recently retired after 
serving as rector at Trinity Church, Pottsville, for the past ten 
years. A priest in the Episcopal Church for some 36 years, he 
also served parishes and schools on Long Island and in 
Massachusetts. In 1999, recognizing his pastoral care of people 
throughout Schuylkill County and his partnership with the 
bishop in securing ministry for Schuylkill County Episcopalians, 
Bishop Paul named Father Morris a canon pastor. 

The Return 
Babies’ lingering cells may help mother 
A National Public Radio “Morning Edition” story, Feb. 8, 
said that some scientists “have proposed that when a woman 
has a baby she gets not just a son or a daughter but a gift of 
cells that stays behind and protects her for the rest of her life.” 
The lingering cells “may help to repair damage when she gets 
sick... The scientists who came up with the idea worry that it 
may be too beautiful to be true.” This column by Bill Lewellis 
builds on a column with the same title by Barbara Crafton. See 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 

Let it be known… 
if you have planned a gift for ministry 
Please go to www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/ to 
download a page of people (by parish) who have designated 
gifts by way of wills, trusts, life insurance policies or retirement 
accounts  to provide resources for future ministry in their parishes. 
If you have planned a gift for ministry, let it be known. Send 
your name to blewellis@diobeth.org. If you choose to 
remain anonymous, your name will be held in confidence. 

Lent – time to change the future 
“Even God cannot change the past,” it is said. “Historians 
can, and perhaps that is why God tolerates their existence.” 
Lent is very hard work, but it can change something more 
important than the past. Lent can change the future. Read 
thoughts on Lent by Bishop Paul Marshall at 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 

Create in us new and contrite hearts 
“Three opportunities await the best efforts of each of us,” 
Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow writes in his March 
Diocesan Life column. “Quietly and very humbly, members 
of our Planned Giving Committee and the Wt. Matthew 
Society are raising the money needed to conduct a 
feasibility study to determine just how much the Diocese of 
Bethlehem can expect in the years ahead to be of help and 
to accept these opportunities for what they are: a mission at 
which our hearts can be made new and re-created, a step 
along the way in the reconciliation of the world t God 
through Jesus Christ and in the power of the Spirit.” Read it 
at www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 

Pray for Kajo Keji and Bethlehem 
After six days of travelling throughout Kajo Keji County and 
29 meetings with headmasters, PTAs, school boards, agency 
heads, government officials and development workers, 
Randall Fegley’s recent visit to Sudan ended on January 7, 

2006, with a meeting with church leaders at Kajo Keji’s 
Diocesan Center. At the close of that meeting, they offered 
the following prayer for our dioceses and the relationship 
which binds them. Read the prayer and some background on 
Kajo Keji at www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 

Jack Vickrey and the Third Man 
J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis and Charles Williams were members 
of the Inklings, a Thursday night literary discussion group 
that met at Lewis’s rooms in Oxford University’s Magdalen 
College. Williams, of course, is much less famous than the 
other two. Jack Vickrey feels that Williams has been 
underrated. Jack, a retired professor of English at Lehigh 
University, will be leading a discussion of two of Williams’ 
novels at Trinity Church, Bethlehem, in March. Read Dave 
Howell’s story about Jack Vickrey and the Third Man at 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 

The time has come! 
You’ll love Christophany in the Springtime 
For 7th to 12th graders. At Spruce Lake Retreat, Canadensis, 
April 28-30. Take the journey. Three days with Christ. 
Schedule and application form at 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 

ECW Celebration of Women 
at Kirby House, Glen Summit 
Marlene Hartshorne, president, and the diocesan ECW board 
invite women of the diocese to the Episcopal Church Women’s 
Annual Meeting and Celebration of Women in the Diocese, 
Wednesday, May 10. Bishop Paul will celebrate Eucharist. 
Father Charles Cesaretti, interim rector at St. Paul’s, Montrose, 
will be the annual meeting’s guest speaker. A feature of the 
day will be the recognition of the Outstanding Woman of the 
Diocese.  Registration begins at 9 a.m. A fee of $12.00 per 
person will cover expenses, including lunch. Kirby House is 
located in Glen Summit, near Mountaintop, in the mountains 
east of the Scranton-Wilkes-Barre area. Those wishing to 
attend may obtain driving directions from Deacon George 
Loeffler, deaconi@ptd.net  or Jane Nurse, 570-965-2085, 
nursejo@stny.rr.com. 

Free PDF Creator 
Nick Knisely suggests that those of us who aren’t using 
Macintosh’s or Linux computers but who want to create 
PDF files for document distribution, might want to check 
out the free PDFCreator at http://www.mrbass.org/freeware/ 
pdfcreator/. It will create a PDF (Portable Document File) 
in any application you use, including MS Publisher, by 
installing a “virtual printer” that you can “print” to from 
inside the application. Nick said they use this at Trinity to 
create PDF versions of their newsletter. If you’re not up to 
speed on PDFs, go to www.answers.com and type Portable 
Document Format in the search window. Answers.com is 
my favorite online resource when I so often need more 
information than I have in my head. 

Seeking God’s Perspective 
Published by Episcopal Relief and Development, Seeking 
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God’s Perspective is designed to help us prepare spiritually 
for Easter by focusing on the world around us, God’s impact, 
and how together we are making a difference. Ash Wednesday 
is March 1st. See http://www.er-d.org/resourcecenter_70575_ 
ENG_HTM.htm. A devotional booklet meant to complement 
Seeking God’s Perspective may be downloaded at http:// 
www.er-d.org/documents/Lent06Devotional.pdf. 

In communion or not? 
After extensive research, AnglicansOnline reached a conclusion 
about the Anglican Mission in America, AMiA. Read it at 
http://anglicansonline.org/special/AMiAclassification.html. 

Catholic falls to Episcopal 
That was the headline in the Pensacola News-Journal, Feb. 1 
… over a report on a high-school soccer game. 

Meeting God: Living an Everyday Faith 
On Saturday, July 1, Bishop Paul and the Diocese of 
Bethlehem will host a gathering at the Fatima Renewal 
Center in Dalton, near Clarks Summit. As the title suggests, 
this will be a day of discovering God in the ordinary events 
of our lives. We will begin at 8:30 with registration, 
assemble for prayer, share a meal, attend a variety of talks 
and discussions throughout the day, and conclude with the 
Eucharist. This day will be a wonderful opportunity to share 
some quality time with folks from the diocese in a beautiful 
place with no other goal than to create a space for God to 
move in our midst. The cost is $25 per person. Some 
scholarships are available. Overnight accommodations may 
be available on Friday evening for a nominal cost. For 
further information, please contact the Rev. Peter Pearson, 
pearson@nb.net, or call him at 215-848-2642. 

Permission required 
Nobody can make you feel inferior without your permission. 
[Eleanor Roosevelt] 

It’s about justice 
The theme of Bono’s speech/sermon at the Feb. 3 
President’s Prayer Breakfast was It’s not about charity, it’s 
about justice. The text is accessible at the blog of Episcopal 
priest Mike Kinman, http://revmikek.blogspot.com/. 

For better and worse 
The depth of love really isn’t for better or worse; it’s for 
better and worse. When we can embrace the one who gives 
us delight and agony, we are lovers indeed. Similarly, the 
claim that God is love makes more sense when we 
understand love as the ability to embrace the other even 
when they disappoint and cause pain. Read this February 
column of Bishop Paul [sent to secular newspapers] at 
www.mcall.com/features/religion/all- 
faithmarshallfeb04,0,652367.story or, in a formatted 
version, at www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/. 

We see through almost clear, yet opaque glass 
Pat Robertson’s arrogant declarations reinforce a stereotype 
of ‘’Christian’’ that is painful to me. Many good and 

otherwise intelligent people, though they may dismiss him, 
accept the stereotype uncritically. I’m embarrassed to be 
broadly brushed into it. Read this column by Bill Lewellis, 
published in The Morning Call, Feb. 4, at www.mcall.com/ 
features/religion/all-faithlewellisfeb04,0,6878300.story or, 
in a formatted version, at www.diobeth.typepad.com/ 
diobeth_newspin/. 

Think about moving toward justice 
This column by Diana Marshall, published in the February 
edition of Diocesan Life, may be accessed in a formatted 
version at www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/. 

Condemned by truth 
Page 23 of the February Episcopal Life, the national edition 
inside Diocesan Life, includes a reflection by Father Pat 
Malloy of Grace Church, Allentown, on the Vatican 
document “that bans homosexuals from seminaries and 
ordination.” It is also accessible at www.episcopal-life.org/ 
26731_1610_ENG_HTM.htm. You will have to go to the 
hard copy, however, to see a photo of Pat at 18. 

Faithful America 
A program of the National Council of Churches, USA, Faithful 
America, www.FaithfulAmerica.org, self describes as “an 
online community of people of faith working to build a 
more just and compassionate nation… persons who believe 
that one’s faith – however broadly or uniquely expressed – 
has a word to say about our nation’s government and its 
priorities.” At the site, you may read or download a podcast 
of A Faithful State of the Union Address, “a nonpartisan 
look at the state of our Union through the lens of the 
Hebrew Prophet Micah’s call to do justice, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with our God.” 

Is the present like the news? 
We cast our hope backwards onto history, and the past 
grows more hopeful. Maybe, in future, we’ll do that about 
these days we’re in now, too — maybe we’ll remember 
ourselves in a kinder light than the stark one that shows us 
forth now, so angular, so harsh, so shallow and selfish. 
Perhaps the present is like the news — if it bleeds, it leads. 
And perhaps the past is more complete, gathering together 
sweetness along with bitterness. In the present, you never 
know how things will turn out, and how you will manage to 
live meaningfully through whatever it is. Look at the past 
and you know what you did — or, at least, you know what 
you think you did. [Read Barbara Crafton’s eMo, Fog, at 
http://www.geraniumfarm.org/dailyemo.cfm?Emo=6032.] 

Continuing Education at Moravian Seminary 
Visit www.moravianseminary.edu/continuingEd/index.htm to 
see the spring schedule of continuing education at Moravian 
Seminary, Bethlehem. Among the endowed one-day lecture 
series are Barbara Lundblad (March 9) on Preaching Across the 
Divides and Brian McLaren (April 21) on the Emergent Church. 

Celebrating Bonhoeffer 
A critically acclaimed documentary on Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

newSpin 003/5 



aired February 6 on PBS. See Episcopal News Service at 
www.episcopalchurch.org/3577_71204_ENG_HTM.htm. Parish 
and school resources at http://www.pbs.org/bonhoeffer.html. 
Director Martin Doblmeier says the German theologian’s 
struggle against Nazism leading up to and during World War 
II speaks to every Christian today who struggles with how 
to respond to evil and to understand at a deep level the cost 
of following God. One of the first clear voices to be raised 
against Adolf Hitler and the rise of Nazism, eventually was 
arrested for his participation in the resistance and a plot to 
kill Hitler, imprisoned and at the age of 39 executed, just 
weeks before the war’s end. 

The Ministry of Hospitality 
No matter how we arrive at our understanding of the need 
for hospitality, at its core, hospitality is about making the 
Kingdom of God real to people in this moment. Hospitality 
is about welcoming the stranger into our midst. It is about 
inviting them to join with us at the table of God and to be 
fed with food that transforms us into new creatures. Read 
Nick Knisely’s reflection on hospitality at his blog, http:// 
trinitybeth.typepad.com/entangled_states/. 

Listen to sermons from Trinity, Bethlehem 
Listen to sermons preached at Trinity Church, Bethlehem, 
since September. Go to http://trinitybeth.blogspot.com/. 

Pilot Camping Program 
Our diocesan community is partnering with Camp Lackawanna 
(formerly Camp Sterrett) to present a one-week pilot camping 
program, July 8-15. Children who are entering second through 
12th grades in September are invited to attend. Fee: $250. 
Cathedral uses this overnight camp annually. It is located on 
the Susquehanna River in the heart of the Endless Mountains, 
about three miles from Vosburg, near Scranton. Facilities 
include a medium-size swimming pool, picnic pavilion, 
dining lodge, fire-circle, amphitheater, outdoor chapel and 
open-air cabins. The fields allow for sports and recreation, 
while the wooded hills are perfect for hiking and exploring 
the natural outdoors. For planning purposes, rectors and 
youth directors of parishes have been asked by camp committee 
chair, Cid Spillman, to survey church school and youth groups to 
provide an approximate number of those who might be interested 
in attending camp this summer. Questions may be directed to 
Cid, cidneyjane@aol.com or members of the committee: 
Ray Arcario, raymond.arcario@treas.state.nj.us; Andy 
Gerns, father_andy@trinityeaston.org; Nick Knisely, 
nick@trinitybeth.org; Earl Trygar, tryac@epix.net. 

Ten ways to reach the 20s-30s generation 
Go to www.trinitywallstreet.org/resources/ 
article.php?id=643. A twenty-something polled her friends. 
Here’s one: “No one type of worship suits all young adults 
any more than one type fits other groups in the church. 
Don’t assume that we need “alternative” worship services. 
Many of us are drawn to the Episcopal Church by the 
mystery and sanctuary that traditional liturgies offer.” 

Check our new diocesan blog 
Visit www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin where you 
will see early efforts to develop a blog that might be of use 
at parishes. The structure is (1) an introductory paragraph 
and (2) a link to a pdf file that can be printed out on 8 ½ x 
11 paper. I envision this structure as one of the ways to 
provide from Diocesan House pdf files that may be of use 
as inserts with parish newsletters or service leaflets. I invite 
your suggestions on items that might be of use to you in this 
format. For example, look at 2005 Mission and Generosity 
of Epiphany, Clarks Summit on the blog, prepared from 
information provided by the Church of the Epiphany. If 
there is something about your congregation you might like to 
lift up, send the info – and photos, if available. I’ll be delighted 
to try to lay it out and upload it here as a pdf file which you 
would then be able to download, copy and distribute. It would 
also be available on the blog for anyone to read. 

Compassionate generosity, 2005 
Also at www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin, take a 
look at Compassionate Generosity 2005. It’s a work in 
progress on the acts of care, mission, generosity and sweat 
equity throughout our diocesan community during 2005 as 
well as other noteworthy events and bits of information. It 
will not be complete without your assistance. Please read it 
and tell me what else I might include. 

Diocesan podcasting 
If you have a way to record on cassette with reasonable fidelity 
anything you think would be of interest to others – sermons, of 
course, come to mind – I would be happy to help you share that 
with the world through the magic of podcasting. Think iPod + 
broadcasting. Podcasting is a method of publishing files to the 
Internet in such a way that users can subscribe to a feed and 
receive new files automatically by subscription, usually at no 
cost. Once downloaded to your computer, they may be listened 
to at the computer or transferred to an MP3 player. If you 
supply the recorded audio cassette, I’ll upload it and make it 
available to all. 

Much more the work of God than our work 
In prayer we are conduits, allowing the mightily attractive 
love of God to flow through us and to become us, more and 
more, getting out of its way and watching it do its work. 
Prayer is much more the work of God than our work; a 
graceful shower of love that never stops bathing us, which 
we can never understand but can learn to sense. [Read 
Barbara Crafton’s eMo, Mozart 250: 1756-2006, at 
www.geraniumfarm.org/dailyemo.cfm?Emo=602.] 

Whitehall 
The Rev. Mark Lewis, priest-in-charge at St. Stephen’s, 
Whitehall, has resigned to become the rector at St. Luke’s, 
Bladensburg, in the Diocese of Washington. His last Sunday 
at St. Stephen’s is February 12. Our prayers go with him and 
his wife, Vickey, as they begin a new ministry. 
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Wind Gap/Pen Argyl 
The Rev. Patricia Dwyer MacMillan has been called as 
rector of St. Mary’s, Wind Gap and St. Joseph’s, Pen Argyl. 
She will begin her ministry there on March 1. Our prayers 
are with her and her husband, Mac. 

Committee announces nominees for PB 
ECUSA’s Joint Nominating Committee has announced its 
nominations for Presiding Bishop: Bishop J. Neil 
Alexander of Atlanta; Bishop Edwin F. Gulick, Jr., of 
Kentucky; Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori of Nevada; and 
Bishop Henry N. Parsley, Jr., of Alabama. A conservative 
Episcopalian commentator quickly pronounced that none of 
these are “orthodox.” Their names will be placed in 
nomination to succeed Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold at 
a joint session of General Convention on June 17, the day 
prior to the day appointed for the election of the 26th 
Presiding Bishop by the House of Bishops. At its September 
2005 meeting, the House of Bishops resolved that the 
House will consider only those additional nominations by 
Bishops or Deputies to the 2006 General Convention that 
are made with time sufficient to conduct the background, 
medical and psychological examinations required of all 
nominees. It has set a date of April 1, 2006, for receipt of 
those nominations, which shall be considered nominations 
from the floor. 

Parishes are publishing pdf newsletters online 
Parish churches have begun to make their newsletters 
available online as pdf files or at their websites. Among 
these are the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem; 
Trinity Church, Athens; Grace Church, Allentown; Trinity 
Church, Bethlehem; Trinity Church, Mt. Pocono; Trinity 
Church, Easton; St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville; St. Elizabeth’s, 
Schnecksville. I’ve probably missed a few. Please let me 
know. As I receive pdf files, I will post the newsletters on 
our diocesan blog, www.diobeth.typepad.com/ 
diobeth_newspin. 

Cruise for Cathedral Choir, June 11-17 
The choir of the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 
Bethlehem, is trying to raise money for their trip to sing “in 
residence” at Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin, in July of 
2007. They plan to conduct the usual fundraisers, but one 
important one with a deadline for deposits is the cruise to 
the Bahamas. Depart from New York City, June 11. Return 
June 17. The Norwegian Spirit calls at Pt. Canaveral, 
Nassau, Great Stirrup Cay, Eight restaurants, Eleven 
lounges, Theatre, Casino, Spa. Contact Canon Russell 
Jackson for further information and rates Cathedral Office: 
610-865-0727, ex. 15, or RJackson@nativitycathedral.org. 

NCC launches online professional journal 
The National Council of Churches Faith and Order 
Commission has launched an online professional journal. 
See http://www.councilofchurches.org/. 

Seasonal Children’s Ministries Resources 
AWE: Children’s Ministries seasonal resources will no 

longer be delivered via the US Postal Service. Two new 
resources are now available and downloadable from our 
website. AWESome News: Lent to Pentecost 2006 for 
Christian Educator’s and Clergy is available at 
www.bethlehemtreasurechest.org/PDF/ 
AWEsomeNewsJan06.pdf. The Faith Formation in the Home 
Family Packet: Lent to Pentecost 2006 for distribution to 
families is available at www.bethlehemtreasurechest.org/ 
PDF/FFHLentToPentecost06.pdf. 

A few links you might want to click… 
(1) The new user-friendly website of the Episcopal Church, 
www.episcopalchurch.org. 
(2) The Witness magazine, www.thewitness.org, an on-line 
magazine that dates from 1917 as a progressive voice in the 
church. You may read articles online at www.thewitness.org/ 
contents.php and subscribe to a free email newsletter to 
receive original news on issues of faith and conscience 
published weekly. Each newsletter features writers from 
around the world who provide theological reflection, 
editorial insight, and journalistic analysis on a wide range of 
justice and peace issues affecting the church and society. 
(3) H.E.L.P. the Hurricane Emergency Links Portal, 
www.episcopalchurch.org/3577_64712_ENG_HTM.htm. 
(4) Speaking of Faith, http:// 
speakingoffaith.publicradio.org 
(5) Resources for American Christianity, www.resourcing 
christianity.org. To read a helpful newsletter, move your 
cursor over “Resources,” then “Newsletters,” and click on 
“InSites into American Religion.” 
(6) The Revealer, www.therevealer.org, a daily review of 
religion in the news and the news about religion, a 
publication of the New York University Department of 
Journalism and New York University’s Center for Religion 
and Media… “not so much nonpartisan as polypartisan — 
interested in all sides, disdainful of dualistic arguments, and 
enamored of free speech as a first principle.” 
(7) Thinking Anglicans, www.thinkinganglicans.org.uk/ 
(8) ReligionLink, linking journalists to sources and ideas 
for reporting today’s hottest news, www.religionlink.org. 
See also www.religionheadlines.org. 
(9) The Dallas Morning News has a better than average 
Saturday religion section, www.dallasnews.com/religion/?18. 
(10) Columbia Newsblaster, a system to automatically 
track the day’s news. There are no human editors involved 
— everything you see on the main page is generated 
automatically, drawing on the sources listed on the left side 
of the screen. Every night, the system crawls a series of Web 
sites, downloads articles, groups them together into 
“clusters” about the same topic, and summarizes each 
cluster. The end result is a Web page that gives you a sense 
of what the major stories of the day are, so you don’t have 
to visit the pages of dozens of publications, http:// 
www1.cs.columbia.edu/nlp/newsblaster/, 
(11) The Alban Institute, a wealth of resources for 
congregations at http://www.alban.org/. 
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(12) Trinity Church, NYC, www.trinitywallstreet.org/. 
(13) FaithStreams, www.faithstreams.com. 
(14) AnglicansOnline, http://anglicansonline.org/. 
(15) Biographies of the Saints, http://elvis.rowan.edu/ 
%7Ekilroy/JEK/home.html. 
(16) Books of Common Prayer, http://www.justus. 
anglican.org/resources/bcp/. 
(17) Come and Grow, learn about the Episcopal Church, 
www.comeandgrow.org. 
(18) The Daily Office, http://www.missionstclare.com/ 
(19) Tributes to fallen soldiers, Legacy.com includes a 
section of tributes created by friends and families of our 
fallen men and women in Afghanistan and Iraq. It puts a 
face on our losses, www.legacy.com 

Bishop’s Days… Four in July 
Mark your calendar for one or another of four Bishop’s 
Days during July: with adults at Fatima Renewal Center, 
Dalton, July 1; with youth, July 15; with kids at the 
Cathedral, Bethlehem, July 22; and with kids at St. Luke’s, 
Scranton, July 29. 

Pipedreams in Wilkes-Barre 
Pipedreams, the nationally syndicated program of organ 
music (hosted by Kingston, Pennsylvania, native Michael 
Barone), will feature St. Stephen’s Berghaus pipe organ for 
the entire program to be aired on WVIA 89.9 FM public 
radio on Sunday, February 19, 2006, from 6:00 until 7:30 
a.m. Also, Michael Barone returns to his ‘home territory’ as 
host for a pair of Pipedreams Live! events jointly sponsored 
by the Wyoming Valley and Scranton chapters of the 
American Guild of Organists, the University of Scranton, 
and WVIA Public Broadcasting. Join Michael and friends at 
the Houlihan-McLean Center of the University Scranton 
(former 1st Baptist Church) and Scranton’s Cathedral of 
Saint Peter (Saturday, February 25; afternoon and evening), 
and at St. Stephen’s Church in Wilkes-Barre (Sunday, 
February 26; 3 p.m.). More info later. 

Vestry Papers 
It’s a newsletter for vestries, wardens and clergy (six issues 
annually) designed to provide vestries with information that 
is spiritually grounded with practical illustrations and 
resources to assist them in their leadership. It is published 
by Cornerstone, $35.00 for six issues, mailed in packages of 
15 copies per issue. $25 for electronic version. Published in 
January, March, May, July, September and November. 
Subscribe online at http://www.episcopalfoundation.org/ 
research/subcript.html. Read archived issues, 1998 through 
2004, at http://www.episcopalfoundation.org/research/ 
vpapers_archive.html. 

Generosity and mission at Epiphany, Glenburn/ 
Clarks Summit during 2005 
Supported by gifts and memorial contributions, mainly from 
parishioners, the AGAPE committee of the Church of the 
Epiphany, Glenburn/Clarks Summit, provided a total of 

$7,925 in grant assistance during 2005 to nine persons or 
families as well as $300 to assist organizations. The 
congregation’s Christian Outreach Committee allocated 
$21,000, in international ($13,550), national ($3,700) and 
regional ($3,750) grants from the Epiphany Memorial Trust 
Fund. Three missioners from our parish traveled to Uganda 
for a week of mission work, part of the congregation’s 
support of their Pygmy ministry there. And the parish gave 
$80,000, mostly through Episcopal Relief and 
Development, to help with disaster relief and redevelopment 
after the hurricanes that devastated the Gulf Coast. Story at 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 

Children’s Choral Fest postponed 
The Children’s Choral Fest scheduled for Saturday, 
February 4, at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 
Bethlehem, has been postponed. A new date will be 
announced soon. For more information, please contact 
Becky Berkenstock, Director of the Nativity Choristers at 
610-798-9004. 

A guide to church-state experts and organizations 
Church-state issues are among the most contentious and 
emotional issues in American life. Dozens are testing the 
bounds of the First Amendment’s Establishment and Free 
Exercise clauses. ReligionLink offers a diverse and extensive 
guide to individuals and organizations expert in these issues, 
http://www.religionlink.org/tip_060109b.php. 

Helping your child with social problems 
“...Quite often, in order to maintain their self-esteem or avoid 
pain and embarrassment, children will deny that a problem 
exists in their lives, no matter how obvious. Even when a 
problem is acknowledged, they may have difficulty accepting 
responsibility for it and for its resolution. But the first, necessary 
step toward making the situation better is for both of you to 
acknowledge that a difficulty really exists, although it may 
take several attempts on your part.....” Read the article at 
www.medem.com/MedLB/article_detaillb.cfm?article_ID= 
ZZZGWWPM79C&sub_cat=21. [Thanks to Diana Marshall 
for this pointer.] 

Diocesan ECW raised $13,790 for Kajo Keji 
through sale of Sudanese crafts 
During a fourteen month period, from the October 2004 
Diocesan Convention through December 2005, our diocesan 
Episcopal Church Women have raised $13,790 through their 
sale of crafts made by the Mothers’ Union of the Diocese of 
Kajo Keji. The money supports the Mothers’ Union ministry 
with orphans and widows. The crafts have been shown at 
diocesan conventions, parish forums and fall and holiday 
craft shows. Additionally, ECW members displayed the 
Sudanese wares as part of Bishop Paul and Diana 
Marshall’s slide presentations of their early 2005 visit to 
Kajo Keji. The diocesan community responded splendidly 
to the crafts: handiwork of seamstresses, wood carvers, 
native drum makers and jewelry maker/designers. The crafts 
are shipped from Uganda at hefty postal rates which are 
paid from the earnings derived from the crafts. The postal 
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costs have ranged from $1200 to $1600 U.S. dollars per 
shipment depending upon the rate of exchange and the size 
of the shipment. Anyone interested in contributing to the 
shipment costs or scheduling a craft presentation may 
contact the ECW Board Treasurer, Catherine Jeffrey at 610- 
868-6682. 

Generosity at the cathedral 
For the seventh consecutive year, the Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity, Bethlehem, has given away the entire offering 
received during Christmas services. Designated by the 
vestry to share equally in this year’s Christmas offering of 
some $10,000 are the Kids4Peace program of St. George’s 
College in Jerusalem and St. Elizabeth’s Church in 
Schnecksville (Lehigh County). See Beneath the Words at 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/. 

Epiphany: Everybody called, sent, can be 
nourished along the way 
“With the exception of those few Christians whose 
ancestors were Jews,” Bishop Paul writes, “the magi 
represent us as the latecomers at the manger.” The 
foreignness of the magi suggests that “all people are called 
from darkness to light, all are welcome in Bethlehem. See 
Called, sent, nourished at www.diobeth.typepad.com/ 
diobeth_newspin/ 

Navigating Medicare Drug Plans 
CBS News recently produced an excellent and easy-to- 
understand story and posted resources on its Web site to 
help explain the new Part B drug plan begins Sunday. It’s 
worth a look at what may be the best, step by step list of 
“how-to” pointers around. Visit http://www.cbsnews.com/ 
stories/2005/12/15/eveningnews/main1128584.shtml. 

The new website of the Episcopal Church 
There’s a wonderful look and feel at the new user-friendly 
website of the Episcopal Church. Spend some time there. 
Go to www.episcopalchurch.org. 
[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan 
community… clergy, elected or appointed members of diocesan 
commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who 
has leadership responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, 
e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy and outreach, 
stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial admini- 
stration… The goal is for all of us to have easy access to the same 
information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not 
receiving newSpin, please ask them to send their email address to 
blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 

Bill Lewellis, blewellis@diobeth.org, www.diobeth.org 
Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998) 
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015 
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673 
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. —Bernard Lonergan 
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