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To let God into our lives 
means that they are 

never the same again. 
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St. John’s, Palmerton 
Canon Charles Morris will become priest-in-charge at St. John’s 
Church, Palmerton, beginning February 19, 2006.  Please keep 
him and St. John’s in your prayers as they begin a new chapter in 
their ministry together. Canon Morris recently retired after 
serving as rector at Trinity Church, Pottsville, for the past ten 
years. A priest in the Episcopal Church for some 36 years, he 
also served parishes and schools on Long Island and in 
Massachusetts. In 1999, recognizing his pastoral care of people 
throughout Schuylkill County and his partnership with the 
bishop in securing ministry for Schuylkill County Episcopalians, 
Bishop Paul named Father Morris a canon pastor. 

The Return 
Babies’ lingering cells may help mother 
A National Public Radio “Morning Edition” story, Feb. 8, 
said that some scientists “have proposed that when a woman 
has a baby she gets not just a son or a daughter but a gift of 
cells that stays behind and protects her for the rest of her life.” 
The lingering cells “may help to repair damage when she gets 
sick... The scientists who came up with the idea worry that it 
may be too beautiful to be true.” This column by Bill Lewellis 
builds on a column with the same title by Barbara Crafton. See 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 

Let it be known… 
if you have planned a gift for ministry 
Please go to www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/ to 
download a page of people (by parish) who have designated 
gifts by way of wills, trusts, life insurance policies or retirement 
accounts  to provide resources for future ministry in their parishes. 
If you have planned a gift for ministry, let it be known. Send 
your name to blewellis@diobeth.org. If you choose to 
remain anonymous, your name will be held in confidence. 

Lent – time to change the future 
“Even God cannot change the past,” it is said. “Historians 
can, and perhaps that is why God tolerates their existence.” 
Lent is very hard work, but it can change something more 
important than the past. Lent can change the future. Read 
thoughts on Lent by Bishop Paul Marshall at 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 

Create in us new and contrite hearts 
“Three opportunities await the best efforts of each of us,” 
Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow writes in his March 
Diocesan Life column. “Quietly and very humbly, members 
of our Planned Giving Committee and the Wt. Matthew 
Society are raising the money needed to conduct a 

feasibility study to determine just how much the Diocese of 
Bethlehem can expect in the years ahead to be of help and 
to accept these opportunities for what they are: a mission at 
which our hearts can be made new and re-created, a step 
along the way in the reconciliation of the world t God 
through Jesus Christ and in the power of the Spirit.” Read it 
at www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 

Pray for Kajo Keji and Bethlehem 
After six days of travelling throughout Kajo Keji County and 
29 meetings with headmasters, PTAs, school boards, agency 
heads, government officials and development workers, 
Randall Fegley’s recent visit to Sudan ended on January 7, 
2006, with a meeting with church leaders at Kajo Keji’s 
Diocesan Center. At the close of that meeting, they offered 
the following prayer for our dioceses and the relationship 
which binds them. Read the prayer and some background on 
Kajo Keji at www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 

Jack Vickrey and the Third Man 
J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis and Charles Williams were members 
of the Inklings, a Thursday night literary discussion group 
that met at Lewis’s rooms in Oxford University’s Magdalen 
College. Williams, of course, is much less famous than the 
other two. Jack Vickrey feels that Williams has been 
underrated. Jack, a retired professor of English at Lehigh 
University, will be leading a discussion of two of Williams’ 
novels at Trinity Church, Bethlehem, in March. Read Dave 
Howell’s story about Jack Vickrey and the Third Man at 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 

The time has come! 
You’ll love Christophany in the Springtime 
For 7th to 12th graders. At Spruce Lake Retreat, Canadensis, 
April 28-30. Take the journey. Three days with Christ. 
Schedule and application form at 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 
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ECW Celebration of Women 
at Kirby House, Glen Summit 
Marlene Hartshorne, president, and the diocesan ECW board 
invite women of the diocese to the Episcopal Church Women’s 
Annual Meeting and Celebration of Women in the Diocese, 
Wednesday, May 10. Bishop Paul will celebrate Eucharist. 
Father Charles Cesaretti, interim rector at St. Paul’s, Montrose, 
will be the annual meeting’s guest speaker. A feature of the 
day will be the recognition of the Outstanding Woman of the 
Diocese.  Registration begins at 9 a.m. A fee of $12.00 per 
person will cover expenses, including lunch. Kirby House is 
located in Glen Summit, near Mountaintop, in the mountains 
east of the Scranton-Wilkes-Barre area. Those wishing to 
attend may obtain driving directions from Deacon George 
Loeffler, deaconi@ptd.net  or Jane Nurse, 570-965-2085, 
nursejo@stny.rr.com. 

Free PDF Creator 
Nick Knisely suggests that those of us who aren’t using 
Macintosh’s or Linux computers but who want to create 
PDF files for document distribution, might want to check 
out the free PDFCreator at http://www.mrbass.org/freeware/ 
pdfcreator/. It will create a PDF (Portable Document File) 
in any application you use, including MS Publisher, by 
installing a “virtual printer” that you can “print” to from 
inside the application. Nick said they use this at Trinity to 
create PDF versions of their newsletter. If you’re not up to 
speed on PDFs, go to www.answers.com and type Portable 
Document Format in the search window. Answers.com is 
my favorite online resource when I so often need more 
information than I have in my head. 

Seeking God’s Perspective 
Published by Episcopal Relief and Development, Seeking 
God’s Perspective is designed to help us prepare spiritually 
for Easter by focusing on the world around us, God’s impact, 
and how together we are making a difference. Ash Wednesday 
is March 1st. See http://www.er-d.org/resourcecenter_70575_ 
ENG_HTM.htm. A devotional booklet meant to complement 
Seeking God’s Perspective may be downloaded at http:// 
www.er-d.org/documents/Lent06Devotional.pdf. 

In communion or not? 
After extensive research, AnglicansOnline reached a conclusion 
about the Anglican Mission in America, AMiA. Read it at 
http://anglicansonline.org/special/AMiAclassification.html. 

Catholic falls to Episcopal 
That was the headline in the Pensacola News-Journal, Feb. 1 
… over a report on a high-school soccer game. 

Meeting God: Living an Everyday Faith 
On Saturday, July 1, Bishop Paul and the Diocese of 
Bethlehem will host a gathering at the Fatima Renewal 
Center in Dalton, near Clarks Summit. As the title suggests, 
this will be a day of discovering God in the ordinary events 
of our lives. We will begin at 8:30 with registration, 
assemble for prayer, share a meal, attend a variety of talks 

and discussions throughout the day, and conclude with the 
Eucharist. This day will be a wonderful opportunity to share 
some quality time with folks from the diocese in a beautiful 
place with no other goal than to create a space for God to 
move in our midst. The cost is $25 per person. Some 
scholarships are available. Overnight accommodations may 
be available on Friday evening for a nominal cost. For 
further information, please contact the Rev. Peter Pearson, 
pearson@nb.net, or call him at 215-848-2642. 

Permission required 
Nobody can make you feel inferior without your permission. 
[Eleanor Roosevelt] 

It’s about justice 
The theme of Bono’s speech/sermon at the Feb. 3 
President’s Prayer Breakfast was It’s not about charity, it’s 
about justice. The text is accessible at the blog of Episcopal 
priest Mike Kinman, http://revmikek.blogspot.com/. 

For better and worse 
The depth of love really isn’t for better or worse; it’s for 
better and worse. When we can embrace the one who gives 
us delight and agony, we are lovers indeed. Similarly, the 
claim that God is love makes more sense when we 
understand love as the ability to embrace the other even 
when they disappoint and cause pain. Read this February 
column of Bishop Paul [sent to secular newspapers] at 
www.mcall.com/features/religion/all- 
faithmarshallfeb04,0,652367.story or, in a formatted 
version, at www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/. 

We see through almost clear, yet opaque glass 
Pat Robertson’s arrogant declarations reinforce a stereotype 
of ‘’Christian’’ that is painful to me. Many good and 
otherwise intelligent people, though they may dismiss him, 
accept the stereotype uncritically. I’m embarrassed to be 
broadly brushed into it. Read this column by Bill Lewellis, 
published in The Morning Call, Feb. 4, at www.mcall.com/ 
features/religion/all-faithlewellisfeb04,0,6878300.story or, 
in a formatted version, at www.diobeth.typepad.com/ 
diobeth_newspin/. 

Think about moving toward justice 
This column by Diana Marshall, published in the February 
edition of Diocesan Life, may be accessed in a formatted 
version at www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/. 

Condemned by truth 
Page 23 of the February Episcopal Life, the national edition 
inside Diocesan Life, includes a reflection by Father Pat 
Malloy of Grace Church, Allentown, on the Vatican 
document “that bans homosexuals from seminaries and 
ordination.” It is also accessible at www.episcopal-life.org/ 
26731_1610_ENG_HTM.htm. You will have to go to the 
hard copy, however, to see a photo of Pat at 18. 
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Faithful America 
A program of the National Council of Churches, USA, Faithful 
America, www.FaithfulAmerica.org, self describes as “an 
online community of people of faith working to build a 
more just and compassionate nation… persons who believe 
that one’s faith – however broadly or uniquely expressed – 
has a word to say about our nation’s government and its 
priorities.” At the site, you may read or download a podcast 
of A Faithful State of the Union Address, “a nonpartisan 
look at the state of our Union through the lens of the 
Hebrew Prophet Micah’s call to do justice, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with our God.” 

Is the present like the news? 
We cast our hope backwards onto history, and the past 
grows more hopeful. Maybe, in future, we’ll do that about 
these days we’re in now, too — maybe we’ll remember 
ourselves in a kinder light than the stark one that shows us 
forth now, so angular, so harsh, so shallow and selfish. 
Perhaps the present is like the news — if it bleeds, it leads. 
And perhaps the past is more complete, gathering together 
sweetness along with bitterness. In the present, you never 
know how things will turn out, and how you will manage to 
live meaningfully through whatever it is. Look at the past 
and you know what you did — or, at least, you know what 
you think you did. [Read Barbara Crafton’s eMo, Fog, at 
http://www.geraniumfarm.org/dailyemo.cfm?Emo=6032.] 

Continuing Education at Moravian Seminary 
Visit www.moravianseminary.edu/continuingEd/index.htm to 
see the spring schedule of continuing education at Moravian 
Seminary, Bethlehem. Among the endowed one-day lecture 
series are Barbara Lundblad (March 9) on Preaching Across the 
Divides and Brian McLaren (April 21) on the Emergent Church. 

Celebrating Bonhoeffer 
A critically acclaimed documentary on Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
aired February 6 on PBS. See Episcopal News Service at 
www.episcopalchurch.org/3577_71204_ENG_HTM.htm. Parish 
and school resources at http://www.pbs.org/bonhoeffer.html. 
Director Martin Doblmeier says the German theologian’s 
struggle against Nazism leading up to and during World War 
II speaks to every Christian today who struggles with how 
to respond to evil and to understand at a deep level the cost 
of following God. One of the first clear voices to be raised 
against Adolf Hitler and the rise of Nazism, eventually was 
arrested for his participation in the resistance and a plot to 
kill Hitler, imprisoned and at the age of 39 executed, just 
weeks before the war’s end. 

The Ministry of Hospitality 
No matter how we arrive at our understanding of the need 
for hospitality, at its core, hospitality is about making the 
Kingdom of God real to people in this moment. Hospitality 
is about welcoming the stranger into our midst. It is about 
inviting them to join with us at the table of God and to be 
fed with food that transforms us into new creatures. Read 
Nick Knisely’s reflection on hospitality at his blog, http:// 
trinitybeth.typepad.com/entangled_states/. 

Listen to sermons from Trinity, Bethlehem 
Listen to sermons preached at Trinity Church, Bethlehem, 
since September. Go to http://trinitybeth.blogspot.com/. 

Pilot Camping Program 
Our diocesan community is partnering with Camp Lackawanna 
(formerly Camp Sterrett) to present a one-week pilot camping 
program, July 8-15. Children who are entering second through 
12th grades in September are invited to attend. Fee: $250. 
Cathedral uses this overnight camp annually. It is located on 
the Susquehanna River in the heart of the Endless Mountains, 
about three miles from Vosburg, near Scranton. Facilities 
include a medium-size swimming pool, picnic pavilion, 
dining lodge, fire-circle, amphitheater, outdoor chapel and 
open-air cabins. The fields allow for sports and recreation, 
while the wooded hills are perfect for hiking and exploring 
the natural outdoors. For planning purposes, rectors and 
youth directors of parishes have been asked by camp committee 
chair, Cid Spillman, to survey church school and youth groups to 
provide an approximate number of those who might be interested 
in attending camp this summer. Questions may be directed to 
Cid, cidneyjane@aol.com or members of the committee: 
Ray Arcario, raymond.arcario@treas.state.nj.us; Andy 
Gerns, father_andy@trinityeaston.org; Nick Knisely, 
nick@trinitybeth.org; Earl Trygar, tryac@epix.net. 

Ten ways to reach the 20s-30s generation 
Go to www.trinitywallstreet.org/resources/ 
article.php?id=643. A twenty-something polled her friends. 
Here’s one: “No one type of worship suits all young adults 
any more than one type fits other groups in the church. 
Don’t assume that we need “alternative” worship services. 
Many of us are drawn to the Episcopal Church by the 
mystery and sanctuary that traditional liturgies offer.” 

Check our new diocesan blog 
Visit www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin where you 
will see early efforts to develop a blog that might be of use 
at parishes. The structure is (1) an introductory paragraph 
and (2) a link to a pdf file that can be printed out on 8 ½ x 
11 paper. I envision this structure as one of the ways to 
provide from Diocesan House pdf files that may be of use 
as inserts with parish newsletters or service leaflets. I invite 
your suggestions on items that might be of use to you in this 
format. For example, look at 2005 Mission and Generosity 
of Epiphany, Clarks Summit on the blog, prepared from 
information provided by the Church of the Epiphany. If 
there is something about your congregation you might like 
to lift up, send the info – and photos, if available. I’ll be 
delighted to try to lay it out and upload it here as a pdf file 
which you would then be able to download, copy and 
distribute. It would also be available on the blog for anyone 
to read. 

Compassionate generosity, 2005 
Also at www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin, take a 
look at Compassionate Generosity 2005. It’s a work in 
progress on the acts of care, mission, generosity and sweat 
equity throughout our diocesan community during 2005 as 
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well as other noteworthy events and bits of information. It 
will not be complete without your assistance. Please read it 
and tell me what else I might include. 

Diocesan podcasting 
If you have a way to record on cassette with reasonable fidelity 
anything you think would be of interest to others – sermons, of 
course, come to mind – I would be happy to help you share that 
with the world through the magic of podcasting. Think iPod + 
broadcasting. Podcasting is a method of publishing files to the 
Internet in such a way that users can subscribe to a feed and 
receive new files automatically by subscription, usually at no 
cost. Once downloaded to your computer, they may be listened 
to at the computer or transferred to an MP3 player. If you 
supply the recorded audio cassette, I’ll upload it and make it 
available to all. 

Much more the work of God than our work 
In prayer we are conduits, allowing the mightily attractive 
love of God to flow through us and to become us, more and 
more, getting out of its way and watching it do its work. 
Prayer is much more the work of God than our work; a 
graceful shower of love that never stops bathing us, which 
we can never understand but can learn to sense. [Read 
Barbara Crafton’s eMo, Mozart 250: 1756-2006, at 
www.geraniumfarm.org/dailyemo.cfm?Emo=602.] 

Whitehall 
The Rev. Mark Lewis, priest-in-charge at St. Stephen’s, 
Whitehall, has resigned to become the rector at St. Luke’s, 
Bladensburg, in the Diocese of Washington. His last Sunday 
at St. Stephen’s is February 12. Our prayers go with him and 
his wife, Vickey, as they begin a new ministry. 

Wind Gap/Pen Argyl 
The Rev. Patricia Dwyer MacMillan has been called as 
rector of St. Mary’s, Wind Gap and St. Joseph’s, Pen Argyl. 
She will begin her ministry there on March 1. Our prayers 
are with her and her husband, Mac. 

Thurgood Marshall’s former parish seeks to 
recognize him in Lesser Feasts and Fasts 
The Diocese of Washington will ask General Convention to 
include the late Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall 
in the church’s book of Lesser Feasts and Fasts. Presented to 
Washington’s Diocesan Convention by members of Marshall’s 
former congregation in Southwest DC, the resolution also 
established May 17 as a day to commemorate Marshall’s 
Christian witness in the diocese. The date marks the anniver- 
sary of Marshall’s landmark 1954 civil rights victory, the 
Brown vs. Board of Education decision that segregating 
schools is unconstitutional. Marshall’s widow, Cissy, who is 
still a St. Augustine’s parishioner, was present for the vote 
and an earlier hearing, but did not speak. She was greeted 
with thunderous applause and a standing ovation when she 
was introduced after the resolution passed. A lifelong Episco- 
palian, Marshall attended St. Augustine’s from 1965 until his 
death in 1993. [Visit www.edow.org and www.nydailynews. 
com/boroughs/story/386346p-327837c.html]. 

Wilkes-Barre celebrates 
20 years of Mark Laubach’s music ministry 
St Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral in downtown Wilkes-Barre 
recently recognized twenty years of ministry by music 
minister Mark Laubach, its Minister of Music. Laubach 
joined the staff of the church as organist in 1986. His first 
repertoire on that Sunday, January 6, included “Carillon de 
Westminster”, composed by Louis Vierne. Following his 
academic training at Westminster College at Princeton, and 
Eastman School of Music at Rochester, Mark was 
recognized as the nation’s outstanding new performer by the 
American Guild of Organist in 1984. He was selected to 
succeed the late Clifford Balshaw as organist following his 
1984-85 training with the late composer and organist 
Richard Wayne Dirksen at the National Cathedral in 
Washington, D.C. Since his appointment to St. Stephen’s, he 
has performed guest concerts, and accompanied choruses, 
throughout the United States and Europe. He records for the 
“Pro Organo” label, with a third compact disc release 
scheduled this year. He will be among the featured 
performers on the National Public Radio “Pipedreams” 
series to be broadcast nationally in February. His 
musicianship has drawn many outstanding professional and 
collegiate music groups to include Wilkes-Barre in their 
concert tours, including the choirs of Westminster Abbey 
and Salisbury Cathedral. During his tenure, St. Stephen’s 
and King’s College have joined annually to host the largest 
program of the Royal School of Church Music in North 
America. [Thanks to Father Chuck Parthum for this 
information.] 

Adult forum at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre 
The following adult forum programs have been scheduled, 
9:15-10:15 between Sunday services, at St. Stephen’s Pro- 
Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. February 5: Author Suzanne 
Fisher Staples (“Shabanu”, “Under the Persimmon Tree”), 
whose popular books for teens introduce the challenges 
facing youth in different cultures, leads a discussion on the 
importance of individual stories in shaping culture and 
values in “Our Stories and Other Ordinary Miracles.” 
February 12: Prof. Gary Clark (Bloomsburg Univ.) uses 
the art of his photographic images to offer stories of the 
homeless and downtrodden in cities of the East Coast. His 
work, which has been covered by national media, will be on 
display, and he will lead the discussion that follows. 
February 19: Prof. Gregory Bassham (King’s College), 
editor of the recent book “Chronicles of Narnia and Modern 
Philosophy”, leads a discussion of C. S. Lewis, J. R. R. 
Tolkien, and “the Power of Imagination”. Two Oxford 
professors, both self-described church-going “dinosaurs” 
teaching about early English literature, produced fantasy 
series (“Chronicles of Narnia” and “Lord of the Ring”) that 
are best-sellers in two generations. Why such an appeal to 
modern readers? What do they reveal? [Thanks to Father 
Chuck Parthum for this information.] 

Committee announces nominees for PB 
ECUSA’s Joint Nominating Committee has announced its 
nominations for Presiding Bishop: Bishop J. Neil 
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Alexander of Atlanta; Bishop Edwin F. Gulick, Jr., of 
Kentucky; Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori of Nevada; and 
Bishop Henry N. Parsley, Jr., of Alabama. A conservative 
Episcopalian commentator quickly pronounced that none of 
these are “orthodox.” Their names will be placed in 
nomination to succeed Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold at 
a joint session of General Convention on June 17, the day 
prior to the day appointed for the election of the 26th 
Presiding Bishop by the House of Bishops. At its September 
2005 meeting, the House of Bishops resolved that the 
House will consider only those additional nominations by 
Bishops or Deputies to the 2006 General Convention that 
are made with time sufficient to conduct the background, 
medical and psychological examinations required of all 
nominees. It has set a date of April 1, 2006, for receipt of 
those nominations, which shall be considered nominations 
from the floor. 

Standing Committee asks Bennison to step down 
The entire standing committee of the Diocese of 
Pennsylvania (Philadelphia and four suburban counties) has 
asked Bishop Charles E. Bennison to resign or retire by 
March 31. Bennison said a few days ago that he was 
“absolutely not” stepping down. Philadelphia Inquirer story 
at http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/living/religion/ 
13722006.htm. 

Parishes are publishing pdf newsletters online 
Parish churches have begun to make their newsletters 
available online as pdf files or at their websites. Among 
these are the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem; 
Trinity Church, Athens; Grace Church, Allentown; Trinity 
Church, Bethlehem; Trinity Church, Mt. Pocono; Trinity 
Church, Easton; St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville; St. Elizabeth’s, 
Schnecksville. I’ve probably missed a few. Please let me 
know. As I receive pdf files, I will post the newsletters on 
our diocesan blog, www.diobeth.typepad.com/ 
diobeth_newspin. 

Groundwork II 
Groundwork II: Digging Deeper for Change and Growth, a 
book of study guides and lesson plans for Lent 2006, may 
be accessed at the website of the Episcopal Church, 
www.episcopalchurch.org/groundwork. By this time, one 
printed copy of Groundwork II should have been mailed 
from the Episcopal Church Center to each congregation. 
Based on the Year B readings for the five Sundays in Lent, 
the 2006 edition invites congregations to reflect on how 
they invite people into their midst and into the Episcopal 
Church. 

Cruise for Cathedral Choir, June 11-17 
The choir of the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 
Bethlehem, is trying to raise money for their trip to sing “in 
residence” at Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin, in July of 
2007. They plan to conduct the usual fundraisers, but one 
important one with a deadline for deposits is the cruise to 
the Bahamas. Depart from New York City, June 11. Return 
June 17. The Norwegian Spirit calls at Pt. Canaveral, 

Nassau, Great Stirrup Cay, Eight restaurants, Eleven 
lounges, Theatre, Casino, Spa. Contact Canon Russell 
Jackson for further information and rates Cathedral Office: 
610-865-0727, ex. 15, or RJackson@nativitycathedral.org. 

South African Son of Man 
A South African film, Son of Man, which premiered at the 
Sundance festival in Utah, portrays Jesus as a modern Black 
African revolutionary. This Jesus is “born in a shanty-town 
shed,” according to a Reuters news story, and his mother “is 
a virgin, though feisty enough to argue with the angels. 
Gun-wielding authorities fear his message of equality and 
he ends up hanging on a cross.” “We wanted to look at the 
gospels as if they were written by spin doctors and to strip 
that away and look at the truth,” director Mark Dornford- 
May told Reuters in an interview. The truth is that Christ 
was born in an occupied state and preached equality at a 
time when that wasn’t very acceptable.” By portraying Jesus 
as a black African, Dornford-May hopes to sharpen the 
political context of the gospels, when Israel was under 
Roman occupation, and challenge Western perceptions of 
Christ as meek, mild and European. Dornford-May says 
focus groups of church leaders and ordinary Christians in 
South Africa, where Christianity often comes in a 
conservative form, broadly praised the film, which he hopes 
will prove a hit on the continent and worldwide. Read more 
at http://festival.sundance.org/filmguide/ 
popup.aspx?film=7002. 

NCC launches online professional journal 
The National Council of Churches Faith and Order 
Commission has launched an online professional journal. 
See http://www.councilofchurches.org/. 

Seasonal Children’s Ministries Resources 
AWE: Children’s Ministries seasonal resources will no 
longer be delivered via the US Postal Service. Two new 
resources are now available and downloadable from our 
website. AWESome News: Lent to Pentecost 2006 for 
Christian Educator’s and Clergy is available at 
www.bethlehemtreasurechest.org/PDF/ 
AWEsomeNewsJan06.pdf. The Faith Formation in the Home 
Family Packet: Lent to Pentecost 2006 for distribution to 
families is available at www.bethlehemtreasurechest.org/ 
PDF/FFHLentToPentecost06.pdf. 

St. John’s Puppeteers 
A story from the Lehighton Times-News features the Puppet 
Ministry at St. John’s, Palmerton. Story and photos at http:// 
www.episminu.org/puppeteers.htm 

A few links you might want to click… 
(1) The new user-friendly website of the Episcopal Church, 
www.episcopalchurch.org. 
(2) The Witness magazine, www.thewitness.org, an on-line 
magazine that dates from 1917 as a progressive voice in the 
church. You may read articles online at www.thewitness.org/ 
contents.php and subscribe to a free email newsletter to 
receive original news on issues of faith and conscience 
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published weekly. Each newsletter features writers from 
around the world who provide theological reflection, 
editorial insight, and journalistic analysis on a wide range of 
justice and peace issues affecting the church and society. 
(3) H.E.L.P. the Hurricane Emergency Links Portal, 
www.episcopalchurch.org/3577_64712_ENG_HTM.htm. 
(4) Speaking of Faith, http:// 
speakingoffaith.publicradio.org 
(5) Resources for American Christianity, www.resourcing 
christianity.org. To read a helpful newsletter, move your 
cursor over “Resources,” then “Newsletters,” and click on 
“InSites into American Religion.” 
(6) The Revealer, www.therevealer.org, a daily review of 
religion in the news and the news about religion, a 
publication of the New York University Department of 
Journalism and New York University’s Center for Religion 
and Media… “not so much nonpartisan as polypartisan — 
interested in all sides, disdainful of dualistic arguments, and 
enamored of free speech as a first principle.” 
(7) Thinking Anglicans, www.thinkinganglicans.org.uk/ 
(8) ReligionLink, linking journalists to sources and ideas 
for reporting today’s hottest news, www.religionlink.org. 
See also www.religionheadlines.org. 
(9) The Dallas Morning News has a better than average 
Saturday religion section, www.dallasnews.com/religion/?18. 
(10) Columbia Newsblaster, a system to automatically 
track the day’s news. There are no human editors involved 
— everything you see on the main page is generated 
automatically, drawing on the sources listed on the left side 
of the screen. Every night, the system crawls a series of Web 
sites, downloads articles, groups them together into 
“clusters” about the same topic, and summarizes each 
cluster. The end result is a Web page that gives you a sense 
of what the major stories of the day are, so you don’t have 
to visit the pages of dozens of publications, http:// 
www1.cs.columbia.edu/nlp/newsblaster/, 
(11) The Alban Institute, a wealth of resources for 
congregations at http://www.alban.org/. 
(12) Trinity Church, NYC, www.trinitywallstreet.org/. 
(13) FaithStreams, www.faithstreams.com. 
(14) AnglicansOnline, http://anglicansonline.org/. 
(15) Biographies of the Saints, http://elvis.rowan.edu/ 
%7Ekilroy/JEK/home.html. 
(16) Books of Common Prayer, http://www.justus. 
anglican.org/resources/bcp/. 
(17) Come and Grow, learn about the Episcopal Church, 
www.comeandgrow.org. 
(18) The Daily Office, http://www.missionstclare.com/ 
(19) Tributes to fallen soldiers, Legacy.com includes a 
section of tributes created by friends and families of our 
fallen men and women in Afghanistan and Iraq. It puts a 
face on our losses, www.legacy.com 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer for February 
Feb. 5: Prince of Peace Church, Dallas, The Rev. Peter, 
www.princeofpeacedallaspa.org. 
Feb. 12: St. Gabriel’s Church, Douglassville, The Rev. 
Canon Calvin Adams, rector, www.stgabriels.us. 
Feb. 19: St. George’s Church, Nanticoke, The Rev. Henry J. 
Pease, priest in charge. 
Feb. 26: St. George’s Church, Hellertown, The Rev. 
Raymond Harbort, rector, www.forministry.com/ 
uspaecusasgecs. 
Anytime – Pray for our diocesan community of 66 
congregations in 14 counties and our Bishop, Paul. Pray for 
repentance, renewal and mission in all our parishes. Pray 
that the Lord will bless us in our lives and ministry. 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer 
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/acp/main.cfm. Or see 
Diocesan Life, page A7. 

Bishop’s Days… Four in July 
Mark your calendar for one or another of four Bishop’s 
Days during July: with adults at Fatima Renewal Center, 
Dalton, July 1; with youth, July 15; with kids at the 
Cathedral, Bethlehem, July 22; and with kids at St. Luke’s, 
Scranton, July 29. 

Pipedreams in Wilkes-Barre 
Pipedreams, the nationally syndicated program of organ 
music (hosted by Kingston, Pennsylvania, native Michael 
Barone), will feature St. Stephen’s Berghaus pipe organ for 
the entire program to be aired on WVIA 89.9 FM public 
radio on Sunday, February 19, 2006, from 6:00 until 7:30 
a.m. Also, Michael Barone returns to his ‘home territory’ as 
host for a pair of Pipedreams Live! events jointly sponsored 
by the Wyoming Valley and Scranton chapters of the 
American Guild of Organists, the University of Scranton, 
and WVIA Public Broadcasting. Join Michael and friends at 
the Houlihan-McLean Center of the University Scranton 
(former 1st Baptist Church) and Scranton’s Cathedral of 
Saint Peter (Saturday, February 25; afternoon and evening), 
and at St. Stephen’s Church in Wilkes-Barre (Sunday, 
February 26; 3 p.m.). More info later. 

Vestry Papers 
It’s a newsletter for vestries, wardens and clergy (six issues 
annually) designed to provide vestries with information that 
is spiritually grounded with practical illustrations and 
resources to assist them in their leadership. It is published 
by Cornerstone, $35.00 for six issues, mailed in packages of 
15 copies per issue. $25 for electronic version. Published in 
January, March, May, July, September and November. 
Subscribe online at http://www.episcopalfoundation.org/ 
research/subcript.html. Read archived issues, 1998 through 
2004, at http://www.episcopalfoundation.org/research/ 
vpapers_archive.html. 
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Generosity and mission at Epiphany, Glenburn/ 
Clarks Summit during 2005 
Supported by gifts and memorial contributions, mainly from 
parishioners, the AGAPE committee of the Church of the 
Epiphany, Glenburn/Clarks Summit, provided a total of 
$7,925 in grant assistance during 2005 to nine persons or 
families as well as $300 to assist organizations. The 
congregation’s Christian Outreach Committee allocated 
$21,000, in international ($13,550), national ($3,700) and 
regional ($3,750) grants from the Epiphany Memorial Trust 
Fund. Three missioners from our parish traveled to Uganda 
for a week of mission work, part of the congregation’s 
support of their Pygmy ministry there. And the parish gave 
$80,000, mostly through Episcopal Relief and 
Development, to help with disaster relief and redevelopment 
after the hurricanes that devastated the Gulf Coast. Story at 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin. 

Children’s Choral Fest postponed 
The Children’s Choral Fest scheduled for Saturday, 
February 4, at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 
Bethlehem, has been postponed. A new date will be 
announced soon. For more information, please contact 
Becky Berkenstock, Director of the Nativity Choristers at 
610-798-9004. 

A guide to church-state experts and organizations 
Church-state issues are among the most contentious and 
emotional issues in American life. Dozens are testing the 
bounds of the First Amendment’s Establishment and Free 
Exercise clauses. ReligionLink offers a diverse and extensive 
guide to individuals and organizations expert in these issues, 
http://www.religionlink.org/tip_060109b.php. 

Church planting is top priority 
Americans are in the grip of a passion for starting or “planting” 
new churches. The movement is among the most active and 
passionate in American Christianity and includes a variety 
of denominations and faith traditions. The push promises to 
shape not just religious life, but society as a whole, as new 
congregations work to influence and assist the communities 
around them, http://www.religionlink.org/tip_060116.php. 

Helping your child with social problems 
“...Quite often, in order to maintain their self-esteem or avoid 
pain and embarrassment, children will deny that a problem 
exists in their lives, no matter how obvious. Even when a 
problem is acknowledged, they may have difficulty accepting 
responsibility for it and for its resolution. But the first, necessary 
step toward making the situation better is for both of you to 
acknowledge that a difficulty really exists, although it may 
take several attempts on your part.....” Read the article at 
www.medem.com/MedLB/article_detaillb.cfm?article_ID= 
ZZZGWWPM79C&sub_cat=21. [Thanks to Diana Marshall 
for this pointer.] 

Diocesan ECW raised $13,790 for Kajo Keji 
through sale of Sudanese crafts 
During a fourteen month period, from the October 2004 
Diocesan Convention through December 2005, our diocesan 
Episcopal Church Women have raised $13,790 through their 
sale of crafts made by the Mothers’ Union of the Diocese of 
Kajo Keji. The money supports the Mothers’ Union ministry 
with orphans and widows. The crafts have been shown at 
diocesan conventions, parish forums and fall and holiday 
craft shows. Additionally, ECW members displayed the 
Sudanese wares as part of Bishop Paul and Diana 
Marshall’s slide presentations of their early 2005 visit to 
Kajo Keji. The diocesan community responded splendidly 
to the crafts: handiwork of seamstresses, wood carvers, 
native drum makers and jewelry maker/designers. The crafts 
are shipped from Uganda at hefty postal rates which are 
paid from the earnings derived from the crafts. The postal 
costs have ranged from $1200 to $1600 U.S. dollars per 
shipment depending upon the rate of exchange and the size 
of the shipment. Anyone interested in contributing to the 
shipment costs or scheduling a craft presentation may 
contact the ECW Board Treasurer, Catherine Jeffrey at 610- 
868-6682. 

Generosity at the cathedral 
For the seventh consecutive year, the Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity, Bethlehem, has given away the entire offering 
received during Christmas services. Designated by the 
vestry to share equally in this year’s Christmas offering of 
some $10,000 are the Kids4Peace program of St. George’s 
College in Jerusalem and St. Elizabeth’s Church in 
Schnecksville (Lehigh County). See Beneath the Words at 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/. 

Epiphany: Everybody called, sent, can be 
nourished along the way 
“With the exception of those few Christians whose 
ancestors were Jews,” Bishop Paul writes, “the magi 
represent us as the latecomers at the manger.” The 
foreignness of the magi suggests that “all people are called 
from darkness to light, all are welcome in Bethlehem. See 
Called, sent, nourished at www.diobeth.typepad.com/ 
diobeth_newspin/ 

Intelligent Design 
“Given the recent court decision in the case of the Dover 
school board,” Father John Heffner of St. James Church, 
Schuylkill Haven, writes, “here is something you might 
wish to include in your next NewSpin. The Dec. 27 issue of 
The Christian Century, www.christiancentury.org, has two 
good articles on intelligent design. One is an interview with 
Nancey Murphy; the other is a historical overview by David 
Steinmetz that looks especially at Origen, Aquinas, and 
Calvin. I would quibble with part of his reading of Aquinas, 
but that’s a detail.” The Steinmetz piece is accessible online, 
www.christiancentury.org/article.lasso?id=1608, but you 
may have to go to hard copy for the interview. 
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In Montrose 
The Rev. Elizabeth Moulton retired as rector of St. Paul’s 
Church, Montrose, effective Jan. 1, 2006. She mentioned in 
the parish newsletter “two outstanding reasons that made 
this the opportune time to retire.” One is that the parish 
“cannot afford full time clergy without relying on our 
endowment.” Most compelling, however, is that “I feel God 
is calling Jack and me to something other than what we are 
doing now… As in all things of faith, there comes a fullness 
of time, which must be lived out in chronological time, 
when one must step out in faith even though where one’s 
foot falls on the journey is not known ahead of time.” 
Father Charles Cesaretti is the interim at St. Paul’s, 
Montrose. Retired from the Diocese of New Jersey, 
Cesaretti has had wide-ranging and rich experience in 
ministry, including years of service in several positions on 
the staff of former Presiding Bishop Ed Browning, the staff 
of the Diocese of New Jersey and as interim dean at the 
cathedral in Trenton. He led a clergy day for the Diocese of 
Bethlehem a few years ago and will be the speaker at this 
year’s annual meeting of the diocesan ECW in May. 

Pat Robertson’s family values 
The CNN lead on the latest Pat Robertson squote says he 
suggested that Ariel Sharon’s stroke was “divine retribution 
for the Israeli withdrawal from Gaza.” Ironically, 
Robertson’s 700 Club program airs on the ABC Family 
cable network, claiming one million viewers daily. Family 
values? Can you think of anything more harmful to tell 
children about God, with the suggestion that it is biblically 
based? On the other hand, hear this from The Rt. Rev. 
Christopher Herbert, Bishop of St. Alban’s in the Church of 
England: “There is a noisy, almost angry, literalism around 
desires to define and codify who is, or who is not, a ‘real 
Christian,’ and what seems to accompany this is a plodding, 
narrow biblicism which is punitive in tone and joyless in 
character. Apprehending the beauty and truth of God, which 
involves paradox and apparent contradiction, takes faith, but 
also playfulness and imagination.” 

Navigating Medicare Drug Plans 
CBS News recently produced an excellent and easy-to- 
understand story and posted resources on its Web site to 
help explain the new Part B drug plan begins Sunday. It’s 
worth a look at what may be the best, step by step list of 
“how-to” pointers around. Visit http://www.cbsnews.com/ 
stories/2005/12/15/eveningnews/main1128584.shtml. 

Christ Church, Reading, featured in Episcopal Life 
The annual Kristallnacht observance, jointly hosted in 
Reading by Christ Episcopal Church, Trinity Lutheran 
Church and three synagogues, is featured in Hurricanes, 
housing and the Holocaust, the cover story of the January 
2006 national edition of Episcopal Life that focuses on 
varied ministries that draw Lutherans and Episcopalians into 
common mission. If not already, this should soon be 
accessible online at www.episcopal-life.org. 

Products of our cultures 
A few weeks ago, I was inspired by a column in the 
National Catholic Reporter, http://natcath.org/NCR_Online/ 
archives2/2005d/110405/110405s.htm, published as one of 
three viewpoint articles on women in the priesthood. It’s an 
issue causing a widening chasm in the Roman Catholic Church. 
The writer described her frustration in dealing with a friend, a 
woman recently arrived from Cameroon, who, addressing the 
possibility of female priests, declared: “Lord take me now if this 
should happen. I would rather be dead than see such a thing.” 
What is important, the African said, is that women “learn the 
beauty of raising children.” 
What I found significant was the writer’s response. “My blood 
nearly boiled at the sexist comment… yet I forgave her immediately 
because I recognized that she is the product of her culture. I 
respect her a great deal. I admire her depth of faith. I am also 
aware that there is just so far the edge of her theological 
understanding will stretch, and it is way back there on the 
opposite side of the church from where I stand.” 
As we contemplate in 2006 where we Episcopalians stand in 
relation to others in the Anglican Communion with regard to 
the difficult sexuality issues we have caused, we must enter 
into respect-filled dialogue, While we may stand at the point 
where we feel God has placed us, let us not assert our own 
view to the exclusion of all others. [Jerrold Hames, editor, 
Episcopal Life, January] 

Quantum weirdness 
“Reality is a great deal more complicated than we imagine,” 
says Trinity, Bethlehem, rector Nick Knisely, “and logic (at 
least as we’ve used it to this point) might be fallible. In other 
words, Newtonian physics and deterministic thought is only 
useful as an approximation. Ultimately they are not only 
unreliable, they are plain wrong.” Nick points us to “a fantastic 
article” on the NYTimes web site “about the physical manifesta- 
tions of this idea.” See www.nytimes.com/2005/12/27science/ 
27eins.html?pagewanted=1&incamp=article_popular. 

Stewardship – Dan Charney 
Dan Charney will be the Stewardship Missioner for the Diocese of 
Bethlehem beginning January 1. He will work with parishes 
throughout our diocesan community and provide workshops whose 
goal will be increased awareness and fidelity to the call each of us 
has to be good stewards of what God has entrusted to us. 

Information Technology – Kat Lehman 
Katrina A. Lehman is Information Technology Coordinator 
for the Diocese of Bethlehem. effective January 1. She will 
be the webmaster, and will have responsibility for supporting 
electronic communication from Diocesan House, including 
management of email lists and correspondence in PDF. 

Controller – Bruce Reiner 
R. Bruce Reiner has become the temporary and part-time 
Controller for the Diocese of Bethlehem. His responsibilities 
extend to the financial management of the two major accounts 
of the Diocese: the operating budget of Convention and the 
Diocesan Investment Trust. 
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World Mission Sunday is February 26 
World Mission Interpretation and Networks, an office 
within the Anglican and Global Relations cluster, invites 
Episcopalians on February 26 to celebrate the mission and 
ministry of “Anglican/Episcopal Women: Relevant, Radical 
and Responsive.” Visit http://www.episcopalchurch.org/ 
3577_70226_ENG_HTM.htm. Celebrated annually on the 
last Sunday after Epiphany, World Mission Sunday is a 
commemoration established by mandate of General 
Convention Resolution 1997 to help Episcopalians increase 
awareness of and participation in global mission. Materials 
for congregational use will include a specially designed 
poster, and a downloadable bulletin shell, bulletin insert, a 
sermon, a homiletical note and other web site links 
[Propers: 1Kings 19:9-18; Psalm 27; 2 Peter 1:16-19 (20- 
21); Mark 9:2-9]. To browse through resources suggested 
for past celebrations of World Mission Sunday to help us 
increase our capacity to be a missionary church, visit 
www.episcopalchurch.org1649_1657_ENG_HTM.htm?menu=menu1656. 
A special DVD developed by Women’s Ministries, “Shall 
We Gather,” will be available. Additional information, Tracy 
Andres at 212.716.6226, tandres@episcopalchurch.org. 
Please feel free also to contact any member of our diocesan 
World Mission Committee if you would like some 
assistance in programming for World Mission Sunday. 

The new website of the Episcopal Church 
There’s a wonderful look and feel at the new user-friendly 
website of the Episcopal Church. Spend some time there. 
Go to www.episcopalchurch.org. 
[newSpin is intended especially for leaders in our diocesan 
community… clergy, elected or appointed members of diocesan 
commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who 
has leadership responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation, 
e.g., evangelism, communication, social advocacy and outreach, 
stewardship, child advocacy, children and youth, financial admini- 
stration… The goal is for all of us to have easy access to the same 
information. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list at 
their request. If your colleagues or interested parishioners are not 
receiving newSpin, please ask them to send their email address to 
blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 

Bill Lewellis, blewellis@diobeth.org, www.diobeth.org 
Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998) 
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015 
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673 
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. —Bernard Lonergan 
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